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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


It is very gratifying, indeed, to see a State 

A Progressive convention of pharmacists take a firm stand 
ASSOCIATION. for the enforcement of pharmacy laws and 
the maintenance of ideals. Such a senti- 

ment was really the keynote of the recent annual meeting of 
the Wisconsin Pharmaceutical Association. A better realiza- 
tion of the responsibility of the druggist to the community 
was strongly urged, and the enthusiasm with which the sug- 


gestion to enforce all existing laws was received demonstrated 
the purpose and sincerity of the association. It went even 
further and appointed a committee to draft amendments to the 
pharmacy statutes to be submitted to the State Legislature. 
Better laws and a strict enforcement of same cannot help but 
elevate the profession of pharmacy. 





A decision recently rendered in one 
LEGAL LIMITATIONS oF of the circuit courts of Baltimore 
THE Drua Business. establishes an interesting precedent. 
In the case in question the plaintiff, 
the landlord of the building in which a drug store was located, 
contended that the defendants, a firm of druggists, had violated 
their lease by utilizing the premises to conduct a telephone pay 
station, manage a postal sub-station, and otherwise go outside 
the strict province of the drug business. The decision of the 
court was in favor of the defendants, and the costs were im- 
posed upon the plaintiff in the case. This decision establishes 
quite clearly the fact that the term “ drug business” is to be 
construed liberally, and that in the eyes of the law the con- 
duct of these subsidiary businesses constitutes a perfectly legiti- 
mate branch of the retail drug business. 





Physicians practicing in the Bushwick section 
ConceRNING of Brooklyn are said to have received com- 
Nieut Cats. plaints recently from their regular patients 
and others about the difficulty of procuring 
medicines from drug stores after 11 o’clock at night and before 
8 o’clock in the morning. One account states that four drug 
stores were Visited after midnight on one occasion to obtain 
special medicine, but without success, and the prescription was 
finally filled at an “ all-night’ drug store about a mile distant. 
Judging from the statements made by some residents of that 
section one would think that a druggist is not entitled to a wink 
of sleep, and the impression seems to prevail that the wants 
of a customer can and ought to be supplied at all hours at every 
pharmacy. The druggist owes it to the community to respond 
to a really urgent call at any.time, and the average pharmacist 
performs his full duty in this respect. The public is too prone 
to abuse the privilege of calling up the druggist by disturbing 
him for the most trivial cause. 


Drug importers have been having 

MEXICAN SARSAPARILLA their troubles with customs author- 
BARRED. ities again. The latter held up 

large importations of sarsaparilla 

root here on the ground that the article was below standard. 
The merchandise came from Mexico and belongs to the cheaper 
grade of sarsaparilla root, a fact well known to the trade. The 
importers were naturally surprised to hear that the appraiser 
of the port had detained the root, alleging that the importa- 
tions were not of sufficient purity to permit of their entry. 
It is hard to understand why the customs officials should start 
a campaign against the Mexican article at this time, when the 
same kind of merchandise has been coming in for years. The 
importers claim their goods are held up without warrant; the 
arbitrary action of the appraiser prevents deliveries being 
made to dealers, who in turn are unable to deliver the root to 
manufacturers. The price has advanced sharply, and the 
whole domestic industry in which this particular root figures 
has been quite upset. While it is right and proper for the 
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eustoms authorities to try to keep out spurious and inferior 
drugs, this case looks like overzealousness on the part of some 
subordinate at the Public Stores. The statement of the case 
by the drug examiner may, however, put a different face on the 
matter. 
The report by Prof. Charles E. Caspari con- 
ADULTERATED cerning the adulterations found in some of 
Drvcs. the most generally used chemicals, which ap- 
pears in another column, is an important con- 
tribution to an important subject. The claim of the retail 
druggist to special consideration at the hands of the buying 
public is based upon his special qualifications as an expert. 
The presumption is that his expert knowledge will be utilized 
in protecting his patrons from the purchase of adulterated or 
inferior drugs and chemicals, and if he fails to do this he is 


culpable both legally and morally. Where the druggist, either. 


for lack of time or of special training, is unable to test the 
chemicals which pass through his hands, he must make sure 
of their purity by purchasing only reliable brands. The label 
of some jobbers is a sufficient guarantee of purity, but, on the 
other hand, there are many jobbers who, either through ig- 
norance or cupidity, or a combination of both, send out chemi- 
eals which are not fit to find a place on the shelves of the drug 
store. Therefore, if the retailer cannot himself test his own 
ehemicals, the safest course for him to pursue is to specify 
some particular brand which he has found to be entirely re- 
liable. His chemicals may cost him a cent a pound more, but 
the results will well warrant this additional expenditure. 





The fact that hexamethylene tetramine (known 

DRUGSINTHE as urotropin, formin, etc.) has the property 
URINE. of clearing the urine of patients to whom it 

is administered, even when the urine has been 

heavily loaded with pus, is a very important fact for medical 
examiners which, so far as we are aware, has not yet been 
made note of. When this compound is administered it is de- 
eomposed, yielding formaldehyde, which is excreted in the 
urine. The presence of formaldehyde in the urine is therefore 
a very important fact, for it may be taken as an indication that 
the patient has been taking hexamethylene tetramine, possibly, 


or even probably, for some disease of the urinary tract, and 
furthermore there is a possibility that, save for the adminis- 
tration of the drug, the urine would betray the existence of 


the disease. The note on this subject by August Drescher, 
which appears in another column, is one which should there- 
fore interest every one who may be called upon to do any 
life insurance examinations and, in fact, every one interested 
in urinary analysis. 





Wholesale druggists of this city and 
vicinity have taken steps to protect them- 
selves against a practice which no doubt 
caused them a great deal of annoyance. 
They have entered into an agreement not to accept empty bot- 
tles returned by customers which have contained liquids or 
substances which make it expensive to clean and refill the 
bottles. The agreement is in the form of a resolution prepared 
by a committee composed largely of members of the Drug 
Trade Section of the Board of Trade and Transportation. The 
resolution provides that hereafter no empty bottles will be 
accepted for return that have contained balsams, essential oils, 
ointments, silicate of soda, or any other containers that cannot 
be used again, at full price. Furthermore, no packages of any 
kind under one-half pint will be accepted, and none whatever af- 
ter 90 days from the date of their shipment. The return of empty 
bottles in a condition unfit for further use, or in such condition 
as to necessitate considerable cleansing, is an old grievance 
and one that should have received more attention long ago. 
No fair-minded druggist is likely to complain of the jobbers’ 
action. It now remains for the latter to live up to the agree- 
ment. Backsliding on the part of any one house will render 
it useless. 


NON-RETURNABLE 
EMPTIES. 
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Reimposition of the Stamp Tax Proposed. 





With a deficit for the year of $24,000,000 and the probability 
of a still greater deficit next year it is incumbent upon the 
political leaders to provide additional income. While there 
will be no Louisiana Purchase money to pay out next year, the 
programme of increase in the Navy and Army expenditures 
and of appropriations for the Panama Canal, to which the 
Government is already pledged, will make it impossible to re- 
duce expenditures sufficiently to bring them within the avail- 
able income of the United States. In casting about for a pos- 
sible means of increasing the revenue the revival of the stamp 
tax on proprietary medicines has been freely mentioned by the 
leaders of the Republican party as being the most desirable 
means of raising the necessary funds. The amount received 
by the Government from this source during the Spanish War 
was something like $5,000,000. It is also proposed to reimpose 
the stamp tax on documents, which brought in a revenue of 
about $39,000,000, and these two sources of revenue will bring 
up the income of the Government, it is confidently expected, to 
a point which will be sufficient to meet the prospective deficit. 
Theoretically the stamp tax is paid by individual users of the 
commodities affected. In so far as the stamp tax on documents 
is concerned this is true, but the drug trade has found it im- 
possible to shift the bulk of the burden of the stamp tax on 
proprietary preparations to the shoulders of the consumer, 80 
the proprietor and retailer have been compelled to divide this 
burden between themselves, save in a comparatively small por- 
tion of the proprietary articles. The trade will therefore learn 
with dismay that they are likely to be called upon to save their 
country through the commonplace, tedious and altogether 
exasperating medium of a proprietary stamp tax. If the poli- 
ticians have determined upon the reimposition of this tax a 
protest from the retail drug trade would be of but little utility, 
but concerted action in advance might prove of avail in mini- 
mizing the hardships in the administrative features of any 
measure reimposing this tax. With the experience of the 
Spanish War tax fresh in our minds it would seem possible to 
formulate an administrative measure for such a stamp tax 
which would render it much less annoying than was the meas- 


ure of 1898. 





The Origin of the Word Chemistry. 


4 





Discussion has been rife of late as to the origin of the word 
“chemistry.” The usual statement that it is derived from 
anucia, Meaning “ black art,” is untenable according to a recent 
author in the Zeitschrift fuer Angewandte Chemie(1905, No. 12). 
The word y7«‘c is usually derived from the old name of Egypt, 
anui, and therefore chemistry was spoken of as the “ Egyptian 
art.” ‘This derivation is not quite clear, because there is an 
adjective in Egyptian, yav‘, meaning black, and possibly the 
meaning of yyueia is still connected with the idea of a black 
art; in other words, alchemy, although the Egyptian derivation 
may be correct. An inquiry addressed to the head of the 
Egyptian department of the Royal Museum at Berlin elicited 
the following answer: “I cannot judge with certainty as to 
whether the word yyueia is necessarily derived from an Hgyp- 
tian root. If it is Egyptian in origin then it can only be de- 
rived from the name of the country in its Low-Egyptian form— 
namely, yi, while the High-Hgyptian form is «7ué. The deriva- 
tion of the word yea from the Egyptian word for black is im- 
possible. Black in low Egyptian is yayvé; in high Egyptian xayu 
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It is true that there is a form of the verb, “ to be black,” which 
could possibly be considered in this connection, but this verb 
has a very circumscribed and limited meaning and cannot be 
applied here. It is, therefore, probable that yveia cannot be 
connected with the word “ black ” of the Egyptian language. 

According to other authorities the word is derived from the 
name of the Egyptian god Khen or Amen-Khen, otherwise 
known as Nim or Ames, the god of generation, productiveness 
and vegetation, as well as of the medicinal herbs. From the 
Egyptian the word “ chemistry ” has been transmitted through 
the Arabic as kimia, and the Moors of Spain gave it to the 
Spaniards, who called it quimia. The culture and science of 
Spain was largely Arabic for a’long time. From the Spanish 
the Italian chimia, French chimie and the German chemie, as 
well as the English chymistry, or, as it is now spelled, chemis- 
try, are derived. 


Should Infusion of Digitalis Be Filtered? 





An interesting discussion has been going on in the German 
pharmaceutical journals concerning the advisability of filter- 
ing the infusion of digitalis. The discussion arose through a 
query in the “question box” of the Apotheker Zeitung. The 
answer published in one of the subsequent numbers was that 
there is no set rule on this point, but that a clear infusion of 
digitalis looks better than one that has not been filtered. Wolff, 
in discussing this answer (Apotheker Zeitung, No. 7, 1905) 
protests against this manner of looking at the matter, and in- 
sists that it is very important indeed to obtain an efficient in- 
fusion of digitalis and that the preparation should not be 
filtered if we do not wish to diminish its potency. Unfortu- 
nately, most pharmacists pay too much attention to the out- 
ward appearance of the preparation in its final form. When 
the author mentioned was an apprentice his chief had a set 
of “golden rules” posted over the prescription counter, the 
first of which was: “Infusion of digitalis must always be fil- 
tered and dispensed in blue bottles.” Wolff then proceeds to 
show the reasons why an infusion of digitalis should not be 
filtered. 

He quotes Professor Kobert as the foremost authority on 
pharmacology and repeats verbatim the following. passage 
from Kobert’s text book (1897, page 272): “The two most 
important cardiac stimulants are digitalin and digitoxin. which 
are not soluble in water, but soluble in strong alcohol. Both 
of these are derived from digitalis leaves, which also contain 
digitalein, the latter being soiuble in both alcohol and water, 
but much less active than the other two principles named. 
These glucosides are therefore insoluble in water and on stand- 
ing would be almost entirely precipitated from an infusion 
if it were not for the fact that the leaves also contain a 
saponin-like substance, very similar to the sapotoxin of quillaya 
bark, called ‘ digitonin,’ which has no effect when given inter- 
nally, but which, like all saponins, has the property of keep- 
ing insoluble substances suspended in water. Thanks to this 
constituent, a small part of the digitalin and digitoxin remains 
in the filtered infusion.” 

According to Ernst Schmidt (“ Text-Book of Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry,” third edition, page 1498), infusion of digitalis 
should be strained while hot, and expressed and then should 
be dispensed with a label: ‘“ Shake well before using.” The 
fourth edition of the German Pharmacopee: prescribes that 
infusion of digitalis should be strained. Straining while cold 
is the method prescribed by the United States and the British 
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Pharmacopeias. As we know, in our own Pharmacopeia the 
addition of alcohol and cinnamon water to the strained liquid is 
prescribed after straining, enough cold water being passed 
through the strainer to make the product measure 1,000 Cc. 
The cinnamon water is added to mask the bitter taste of digi- 
talis as well as to aid the alcohol in preserving the infusion 
for several days. The precipitate which appears at the end 
of that time is said to contain a portion of digitalin, although 
some investigators have failed to find digitalin in the sedi- 
ment. 

If the statement made by Wolff that the largest part of the 
active glucosides would remain upon the filter if the infusion 
were filtered is true, then no matter how much the pharma- 
cist may be tempted to filter the infusion for the sake of ap- 
pearance. he obviously defeats the object of the prescriber if 
he filters the infusion. In spite of the sapotoxin, the suspended 
glucosides are gradually deposited, and thus it is most impor- 
tant to apply the “shake” label to the bottle. 

As in a great many other questions in pharmacy, opinions 
still differ, even in the face of the apparently well taken points 
just given, as to whether filtration is permissible. Thus, the 
editor of the Apotheker Zeitung, in commenting upon the above 
quoted article by Wolff, calls attention to the fact that Kobert 
has changed his opinion since 1897, for in an encyclopeedia 
which has just been issued he says: “ The impure modification 
of digitonin, which is soluble in water and which exists in the 
leaves and seeds of digitalis, is of great importance in pharmacy, 
for it alone enables us to extract 90 per cent. of the active con- 
stituents of the leaves through the simple process of infusion.” 

Digitoxin, in fact, forms a pseudo-solution with solutions of 
saponin, and thus passes through the filter, although it is com- 
pletely insoluble in water. Of late there have been placed on 
the market the so-called assayed digitalis leaves in the form of 
a coarse powder which is especially adapted for the prepara- 
tion of infusions. The mixtures prepared with the aid of these 
powders must necessarily be filtered. Finally the editor urges 
Wolff to prove his theory by a series of experiments, and in- 
vites him to forward the same to his publication. 

The controversy is bound to excite the interest of all prac- 
tical pharmacists who aim to dispense prescriptions not only 
in the most elegant form possible, but in such a manner as to 
produce the effects desired by the physician in the most satis- 
factory way. Further report’ on this question will therefore 
be awaited with interest, but until it is proved positively that 
filtering does not impair the efficiency of infusion of digitalis 
this finishing touch to the process of dispensing it had best, 
we think, be omitted by the pharmacist. 


‘*A Wide Angle View.’’ 

The AMERICAN DruGGIsT AND PHARMACEUTICAL Recorp for 
April 24 presents an admirable résumé, by Thomas J. Keenan, 
of Radium and Its Properties. While it does not, so far as 
we can see, and indeed does not profess to, add anything to 
the scientific knowledge of the subject, it presents a wide angle 
view of the subject without that distortion which commonly 
accompanies the use of a wide angle lens. The gist of all that 
is known is there, but, above all, it is so expressed as to be 
understandable by even those of us who possess only a mod- 
erate degree of intelligence.—St. Louis Medical Review for 
June 3. 


We Still Lead. 

I have read the AMERICAN Druecist with great care during 
the past year, and I wish to say that it has proven a financial 
benefactor. I am convinced that the AMERICAN Drucatst is the 
leading journal. The subscription price of the journal is small 
compared with the broad scope of knowledge it affords. 

ALFRED J. H. PAQUETTE. 

ARLINGTON, MASS. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 


THE EFFECTS OF EXCRETED DRUGS IN URINARY 
ANALYSIS. 
By Avucust DRESCHER, 
Newark, N. J. 

The conscientious physician of to-day not only watches, in 
his clinical work, the immediate pharmacodynamic effect of 
the drug administered, but he is no less concerned about the 
further evolution and the final fate of the drug within the frame 
of his patient. 

What becomes of it—the drug—after having produced its 
desired physiological action within the labyrinth of possible 
chemical metamorphoses in the body of the patient, before it 
finally finds its way out again in the secretions? In what defi- 
nite chemical form is it secreted and where and when? Is it not 
possible that harm may result in our modern system of dosage 
from “new drugs,” often of complex composition, with coined 
and copyrighted names which do not even attempt to reveal 
their true chemical nature, not to speak of the possible chances 
of chemical decomposition within the body of the patient? 

The attention of pharmacological workers in this particular 
field was early attracted to this phase of the subject. We have 
the familiar cases of rhubarb, senna and many other organic 
drugs which are traceable in the secretions, especially in the 
urine. Chloroform, internally or externally used, is authori- 
tatively stated to pass out with the urine in the form of formic 
acid and hydrochloric acid, being decomposed according to the 
following reaction: 

CHCl, + 2H,O0 = CH,O, + 3HCl 
(Chloroform) (Water) (Formic acid) (pseric 
ac 


Similarly, iodoform and bromoform, the chemical analogues 
of chloroform, would undergo similar decomposition, the hy- 
driodic and hydrobromic acids breaking up into free iodine 
and bromine, which have been found in the urine. 

Formaldehyde and its compounds and products have recently 
found frequent application in medicine. Formaldehyde (CH,O) 
fornts definite compounds with ammonia and with sodium bi- 
sulphite, from which acids again liberate the formaldehyde, etc. 
Formaldehyde, by oxidation, yields its corresponding acid, 
formic (CH.O,), and finally carben dioxide. 

Hexamethylene tetramine ((CH,),N,) is in extensive use in 
medicine under various trade names, such as urotropin, formin, 
formol, etc. It is made by the action of formaldehyde upon 
ammonia, thus: 

6CH,0 + 4NH, =(CH,),N, + 6H,O 


After its administration is would occur in the urine as for- 
maldehyde, which, with all its compounds and products, as well 
as all aldehydes and ketones, reduce alkaline copper or bismuth 
test solutions, and thus they must seriously interfere with the 
testing for glucose. 

Aside from the influence of formaldehyde in vitiating the 
findings of the chemical tests for glucose in the urine it is highly 
important for the insurance examiner to know when formalde- 
hyde is present in the urine, because in the first place its pres- 
ence is an indication that the applicant for examination has 
been taking hexamethylene tetramine, which fact points toward 
a probability of some urinary trouble, and, in the second place, 
because it has been found that the administration of hexa- 
methylene tetramine will clear up urine which, prior to its ad- 
ministration, Was heavily loaded with pus. It will be seen that 
it is highly important for the insurance examiner to test for 
the presence of formaldehyde, and, in fact, this study was under- 
taken primarily at the instance of the medical director of one 
of the largest insurance companies in the United States, who 
had found several cases in which—either by coincidence or de- 
sign—the administration of hexamethylene tetramine had com- 
pletely removed the pus, etc., with which the urine had been 
heavily charged. 

THE USE OF PRESERVATIVES IN URINE OBJECTIONABLE. 

Urine should invariably be tested, soon after voidance, while 
still fresh. The practice of adding preservatives to it, so that 
it may be examined at some later time, is to be condemned. 
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The usual preservatives employed are carbon disulphide, ether 
or chloroform, in quantities of 1 to 2 Gm. per liter. All these 
are directly objectionable. Chloroform, we know, reduces Fehl- 
ing’s solution, but the small quantity here used was consid- 
ered harmless; we now know that even traces affect Fehling’s 
solution. Carbon disulphide, well rectified (freed from 
H.S, SO., ete.), has been highly recommended, but practice with 
it proved that the recommendation was not warranted. 

A SOURCE OF SERIOUS ERROR IN LIFE INSURANCE EXAMINATIONS. 

Many candidates for life insurance may have been rejected 
by medical examiners just because of a mistaken indication of 
glucose in their urine. After medication with substances yield- 
ing formaldehyde to the urine (¢.g., urotropin, etc.), it is 
often necessary to test for it, # test which offers many difficul- 
ties. A long continued experience with formaldehyde testing, 
in complex bodies, such as milk and other foods, where it is 
used as a very effective preservative, and in ridiculously small 
quantities, prompted the writer to extend this testing also to 
the case of urines. Considerable time and-trouble were taken 
in the investigation, and the results are herewith presented, 
with the view and hope that they may prove serviceable to 
other analysts. 

Among the numerous tests for formaldehyde in milk, etc., 
descriptions of which will be found in the reports of the chem- 
ists, Dr. Shippen, Wallace and August Drescher, to the Dairy 
Commissioner of New Jersey (vide Report of the Dairy Com- 
mission for 1898), the most successful were applied to urine, as 
follows. 

THE PHENYLHYDRAZIN AND SODIUM NITROPRUSSIDE TEST 
(commonly called Rimini’s test) gives with formaldehyde a 
blue color, even in highly dilute solutions (1 to 30,000). Phenyl- 
hydrazin is added, next sodium nitroprusside and finally caus- 
tic soda, when a blue coloration appears. 

For the determination, in each case, 15 Ce. of the urine 
were taken, 1 Ce. of an aqueous solution of phenylhydrazin 
chloride (1 in 100), 3 drops of an aqueous solution of sodium 
nitroprusside (1 in 10) and 10 Ce. of caustic soda solution 
(1 in 10). 

THE PHLOROGLUCIN TEST. 

Phloroglucin, 1-10 per cent. solution in water, followed by 
caustic soda, turns the mixture red, with formaldehyde (1 in 
20,000). 

In the phloroglucin test 15 Cc. of urine were treated with 
1 to 2 Ce. of 1-10 per cent. aqueous solution of phloroglucin and 
10 Ce. of 10 per cent. caustic soda solution. 

Fifty tests were made with urine coming from persons in 
good health; first, upon the pure urine, then with additions of 
(a) glucose, (b) chloroform and (c) formaldehyde. Three 
tests followed upon urine from persons who had taken urotro- 
pin. 

RESULTS. 

The plain urines were affected by the phenylhydrazin test 
little or not at all. With glucose a reddish color was produced. 
With chloroform a reddish color was produced. 

The samples of urine with or without the glucose, the 
chloroform, each added separately and then both together, and 
the formaldehyde finally added, always yielded a blue colora- 
tion with really singular precision. 

Under the same circumstances the phloroglucin test proved 
itself very irregular and unsatisfactory, which is surprising, 
inasmuch as in testing milk for formaldehyde it is one of the 
most reliable tests at our command. This, then, would speak 
rather eloquently for the adoption of the phenylhydrazin test 
for formaldehyde in urine. It should be observed that the test 
seems to show more plainly when an equal amount of milk 
has been added to the urine, probably because of the proteids 
in the milk. 

‘HE REAGENTS AND THEIR APPLICATION. 

Phenylhydrazin is prepared from diazobenzene hydrochlo- 
ride, by reduction, and its salt, the hydrochloride, is the re- 
agent—C,H,NHNH.HCI. It occurs in colorless, laminar crys- 
tals, soluble in 10 parts of water. On heating with glucose it 
forms a brown or yellow amorphous or crystallized compound, 





phenyl-glucosazone (Emil Fischer). On account of this fact 
I tested for formaldehyde with glucose purposely added, but 
its presence did not affect the blue color. Moreover, the for- 
maldehyde test is applied in the cold. 

Sodium nitroprusside (Na,Fe (CN),;NO + 2H,0) is made by 
the action of nitric acid on potassium ferrocyanide. It occurs 
in red crystals soluble in 2% parts of water. Upon the addition 
of alkali sulphides to its solution it changes to a blue or violet 
color. Sulphur and its compounds should therefore be absent 
in urine to render this test available. 

In conclusion I would strongly urge the use of the Rimini 
test for formaldehyde in urine, and would not use the phloro- 
glucin test. Owing to the many possible sources of error in the 
various chemical tests for glucose their findings should in- 
variably be corroborated by the fermentation test, the only 
reliable test for the presence of glucose. 


A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE TESTS FOR FORMAL- 
DEHYDE.' 


By CHar.Les H. La WALL, 


Philadelphia. 

When the retail druggist is called upon to test a suspected 
liquid for the presence of formaldehyde, as is often the case, he 
is apt to be confused by the bewildering array of methods from 
which he is to make a selection, and unless he has had some 
previous experience in the work he is likely to select a method 
which is not applicable to the material which is to be tested. 

Formaldehyde as a preservative came into use about ten 
years ago, at which time it was lauded as the long sought for 
harmless preservative, as has been each and every other pre- 
servative that has come into use since that time, and as will be, 
no doubt, all new preservatives in the future, and its use was 
advocated not only as a preservative for food products, but also 
for those pharmaceutical preparations which are prone to fer- 
ment, such as syrups, infusions and decoctions. 

After some time experimentalists declared that its use as a 
preservative was attended with danger on account of the modi- 
fying effect that it had upon proteid compounds, with most of 
which it forms insoluble combinations. At about this period in 
its history it came into general use as a preservative agent for 
anatomical specimens, particularly on account of its tissue 
hardening properties, and from this use the popular idea of its 
general properties, exaggerated no doubt by referring to it as 
“embalming fluid,” became so clearly associated with something 
harmful or repulsive that a number of dealers put it up in 
packages and sold it under various fanciful and misleading 
names, in many cases concealing its true identity and misrepre- 
senting its properties. Although its employment is almost uni- 
versally condemned by medical authorities and sanitarians it 
still finds its way into food products through its use by those 
to whom it is sold, as above mentioned, under some other name. 


FORMALDEHYDE IN MILK. 


The substance most frequently tested for the presence of 
formaldehyde is, of course, milk, and in this connection it is 
well to understand that several of the tests are primarily ap- 
plicable to milk alone, being based upon reactions which only 
take place in the presence of milk proteids, so that when these 
tests are to be employed in testing other liquids, such as dis- 
tilled extract of witch hazel, the material must be mixed with 
an equal quantity of milk which has previously been proved to 
be free from formaldehyde. 

GREAT DILUTION REQUIRED. 

Augther fact which must be emphasized is that the intensity 
of the reaction is not always directly proportionate to the 
amount of formaldehyde present, as is the case in testing for 
most substances, especially those of inorganic origin. That is, 
there are several tests which will give decided results in dilu- 
tions of formaldehyde of 1 part in 100,000, but which will give 
hardly any reaction at all in dilutions of 1 part in 1,000. This 
of course is a very important matter, for ire first test proves 


1 Read at the annual meeting of the New Jersey P’ 
Association. June 14, 1905. : cae src ess 
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negative it is not wise to decide that formaldehyde is absent 
until a dilution of the original material has been made and a 
second test applied. 

There are some liquids in which the tests can be made direct- 
ly, such as distilled extract of witch hazel, mentioned previously, 
where there are no interfering substances present and where 
there is no color to obscure the reaction. In other liquids, such 
as fruit syrups, distillation must first be resorted to in order to 
obtain the formaldehyde free from interfering substances; in 
fact, it is always well to confirm the test even in milk by dis- 
tilling and testing the distillate, particularly as some of the 
tests require this preliminary procedure to be of any value 
at all. 

In distilling liquids which are suspected of containing for- 
maldehyde it must be remembered that only part of the formal- 
dehyde can be obtained by distillation on account of its tendency 
to polymerize into the nonvolatile paraform. The distillation 
is best carried out by adding to each 100 Cc. of the liquid to be 
tested 1 Cc. of diluted sulphuric acid (1 to 3) and collecting 
about 20 Ce. of distillate, which will contain about one-third 
of the total quantity of formaldehyde. present. In testing this 
distillate where there is much formaldehyde present it must 
be remembered that with some of the methods concentration in- 
terferes with the Celicacy of the test, and dilution must be re- 
sorted to in order to obtain results which will be comparable 
with those obtained in testing the original material where this 
has been possible. 

TWO GROUPS OF TESTS. 


The tests for formaldehyde which have been proposed from 
time to time are very numerous, but as many of them are inter- 
fered with by other commonly occurring substances the list of 
those in actual use is reduced to about nine tests, which are 
frequently employed and which will here be considered. These 
nine tests may be divided into two groups, in one of which are ° 
classed those tests in which the reaction is obtained by means 
of a colored zone formed at the junction of two liquids, one of 
which has been superposed upon the other so as to form a 
separate layer. The other group includes the tests in which a 
caer reaction is obtained in the body of the liquid under ex- 
a ation. 

The tests in the first group are more difficult to carry out 
by one who has not had experience in superimposing liquids in 
this manner, as the too rapid addition of the second liquid 
either has the effect of diminishing the intensity of the color 
of the zone or, where milk is used, of forming a dark r due 
to carbonization of some of the constituents by the sulphuric 
acid which constitutes the lower layer. For this reason the 
tests in the second group. ara more readily applied by the novice 
and are less liable to be misinterpreted on this account. 


THE CONTACT TESTS. 


The first group of contact tests includes the resorcinol-sul- 
phuric acid test, the phenol-sulphuric acid test and the sulphuric 
test proposed by Hehner. The resorcinol and phenol tests re- 
semble each other in process as well as in the appearance of the 
zone. The method of application is as follows: To 5 Cc. of the 
liquid to be tested one or two drops of a 1 per cent. aqueous 
solution of phenol or resorcin is added, and this liquid is then 
allowed to flow gently down the inside of the test tube, contain- 
ing 2 or 3 Ce. of the sulphuric acid, so as to form a layer above 
the acid without mixing with it. In the presence of formalde- 
hyde a rose colored zone is produced in extreme dilutions and 
in more concentrated solutions a pink opaque zone is produced 
above the rose colored zone. Either of these tests is applicable 
to the milk direct as well as to the distillate, although it is more 
delicate when applied to the latter. It is of very great impor- 
tance in both of these tests to observe carefully the order of 
mixing the solutions, as the test will not work if the phenol or 
resorcinol solution is added to the sulphuric acid. 


THE HEHNER CONTACT TEST 


is dependent upon the presence of the milk proteids and is not 
applicable to any other liquid until it has been mixed with an 
equal volume of formaldehyde-free milk. In this test the milk 
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or other liquid which has been previously mixed with milk is 
allowed to flow gently down the inside of a tube in which has 
been placed 2 or 3 Ce. of commercial sulphuric acid containing 
a trace of ferric chloride. One drop of solution of ferric chlo- 
ride to about 2 Ce. of sulphuric acid will be sufficient to pro- 
duce a satisfactory reaction. In the presence of formaldehyde 
in the proportion of 1 to 100,000 a violet zone will make its 
appearance at the line of juncture of the two liquids in about 
10 or 15 minutes. When the proportion of formaldehyde is 1 
to 200,000 the time for the development of the color will be 
slightly longer, but the color will be just as intense. In dilu- 
tions containing more than 1 to 50,000 the reaction will be less 
distinct, and in 1 to 1,000 it will be scarcely perceptible. The 
application of this test, therefore, should always be made with 
these facts in mind, making several dilutions and tests before 
arriving at any definite conclusion. 
OTHER COLOR TESTS. 

The other group of tests in which a color reaction is pro- 
duced in the body of the liquid includes the phloroglucol test, 
the phenylhydrazin test with its modifications, the resorcinol- 
soda test and the hydrochloric acid test. 

The phloroglucol test is very delicate and is applicable only 
to colorless liquids or distillates. A solution is prepared con- 
taining 1 per cent. of phloroglucol in a 25 per cent. sodium 
hydroxide solution. The liquid to be tested is placed in a white 
porcelain dish, or a glass dish placed on a white surface, and 
about 1 Cc. of the phloroglucol-soda solution is allowed to flow 
down through the center of the liquid so as to form a layer at 
the bottom. If formaldehyde be present the lower layer will 
acquire a cherry red color within five minutes. In this test 
the intensity of the color is directly proportionate to the amount 
of formaldehyde present. 

The phenylhydrazin test is probably the best test that we 
have and is carried out as follows: To 5 Cc. of the liquid to be 
tested, contained in a test tube, add a small portion of phenyl- 
hydrazin hydrochloride (about 0.05 Gm., or a portion the size 
of a small pea) ; then add three drops of a freshly prepared 5 
per cent. solution of sodium nitroprusside, and agitate the 
liquid thoroughly. The subsequent addition of solutio f 
sodium hydroxide, drop by drop, until an excess has been adie, 
will produce a yellow color in a blank experiment, while the 
presence of formaldehyde will be indicated by a blue color 
varying in intensity in proportion to the amount of the preserva- 
tive present and shading off to a green (due to the combination 
of thélblue and yellow), where the quantity is below one fifty- 
thousandth. This test can be applied to the milk directly, in 
which case a grayish-green color is produced in the presence 
of formaldehyde, while a bright yellow color is developed in 
pure milk. This test can also be applied to colorless liquids or 
distillates, but for the latter there is a modification which is 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


order of mixing the reagents must also be observed in this 
test, as the color will not be produced even with large amounts 
of formaldehyde unless the method is carried out exactly as 
described above. This test in both of the modifications gives a 
color which is directly proportionate in its intensity to the 
amount of preservative present, and can be applied to any color- 
less liquid irrespective of the amount of formaldehyde. 

THE RESORCINOL SODA TEST 
is also capable of being used for either milk or other liquids and 
appears to be very delicate in its reactions with very small 
amounts of formaldehyde. It is as follows: 

A portion of the liquid to be tested is placed in a small 
porcelain evaporating dish and about 0.05 Gm. (1 grain) of 
resorcinol is dissolved in it. The addition of-an equal volume 
of a 50 per cent. solution of sodium hydroxide, followed by the 
boiling of the liquid, produces flocks of characteristic color ‘in 
the presence of formaldehyde, while in the absence of that sub- 
stance no change other than a slight darkening or the produc- 
tion of a brown color should result. 

The hydrochloric acid test, like the Hehner contact test, is 
only effective in the presence of the milk proteids and it also 
resembles that test in the fact that it is more delicate in the 
presence of small amounts of preservative than when larger 
quantities are present. 

The hydrochloric acid must contain a trace of ferric chloride 
and in most cases the commercial acid will answer the purpose, 
but a drop of ferric chloride solution added to 5 or 10 Ce. of the 
pure acid will answer the purpose. To one part of the milk, 
which should be well diluted, or of any other liquid to be tested 
which has previously been mixed with some formaldehyde-free 
milk, four parts of the hydrochloric acid are added and the 
mixture heated in a test tube. One part of formaldehyde in 
100,000 will produce an intense violet color, which is easily 
distinguishable from the brownish tint which is sometimes 
caused by heating the mixture to too high a degree. 

There is another test which has been proposed which differs 
from both of these classes of tests in that it depends upon the 
color, which is produced by formaldehyde vapor upon sulphuric 
acid containing a trace of morphine sulphate in solution. The 
acid mixture is placed in a watch glass floated upon the surface 
of about 50 Cc. of the liquid to be tested, the whole being cov- 
ered with a glass plate and allowed to remain for an hour or so. 
In the presence of appreciable amounts of formaldehyde a 
violet color is produced in the acid mixture. This test is 
rather difficult to carry out and is not very delicate, but is use- 
ful as a confirmatory test where a large amount of the preserva- 
tive is present. 

The following table shows the results of the application of 
all of these tests to different dilutions of formaldehyde which 
had previously been prepared of known strengths: 


FORMALDEHYDE TESTS. 


























Phenylhydra- |Phenyihydra- 
Resorcinol Phenol Hehnuer Phlorogiuco! | zin Test. zin Test Resorcinol | Hydrochloric |Sulphuric Acid 
Sulphuric Acid|Sulpburic Acid Contact Test (b). (a) Soda Acid. Morphine Sul- 
Contact Test. | Contact Test. Test. , Potassium (Sodium Nitro- Test. Test. phate Test. 
Ferricyanide.| prusside. 
Formaldehyde, Red-rose zone./Rose-red zone.| Very faint | Bright cherry-| Deep scarlet Deep blue (Deepredcolor.| Brownish Pale violet 
1—1000| Turbidity Turbidity color. red color. red color. color. violet color. color 
above. above. (after 1 hr.), 
Formaldehyde, Rose-red zone./Rose-red zone.| Faint color. |Palered color.| Scarlet red Blue color, |Pale red color.| Brownish (Very faint vio- 
1—10,000| Cloudiness Cloudiness color. violet color. let color 
above. above. > hrs.). 
Formaldehyde. Red-rose zone.|Red-rose zone.| Violet zone. Faint red Light red Green color. Faint red Violet color. |No appreciab! 
1—50,000 (15 min.) color. color. color. (af oq . 
after @ brs,). 
Formaldehyde, Faint red-rose|Faint red-rose| Strong violet |Very faint red|Pale red color.| Pale green (Very faint red| Pale violet |No appreciable 
1—100, zone. zone. zone. ’ color. color. color. color. color 
(10 min.) (after 4 hrs.) 




















still more delicate, which consists in using a 5 per cent. solu- 
tion of potassium ferricyanide instead of the sodium nitroprus- 
side solution. In this case the color produced is a bright scarlet 
instead of a blue and is so permanent as to last for several 
days, the before mentioned blue color usually disappearing in 
a few hours at the outside. This latter modification, however, 
is not applicable to milk directly, but may be applied to the 
distillate from a sample of milk. The first test—the one in 


which sodium nitroprusside is used—works equally well wheth- 
er applied to the milk directly or to the distillate. The proper 


After having applied all of the foregoing tests a nuiiber of 
times in order to obtain full comparative data the author is 
constrained to declare unhesitatingly in favor of the phenyl- 
hydrazin test, both on account of its simplicity and the decided 
reactions which were obtained in all of the dilutions with which 
experiments were made. This same conclusion was reached by 
M. Pilhashy (Jour,,Am. Chem. Soc., 1900, 22, 182) after having 
reviewed several oi methods then in use. There is no doubt 
whatever in the author’s mind that the delicacy of some of the 
tests, such as the phenol-sulphuric acid and the resorcinol-sul- 
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phuric acid tests, have been exaggerated. At any rate the 
amount of dilution which exists in a sdélution containing 
1-200,000 part of formaldehyde absolutely precludes the possi- 
bility of its exerting any preservative action, and its presence 
in this small amount is only possible through dilution by mixing 
many samples of milk, only a few of which contained the pre- 
servative, or the appearance which had been noted as occurring 
in milk to which known amounts of formaldehyde have been 
added. Indeed, plain aqueous solutions of formaldehyde con- 
taining less than 1-50,000 of that substance have been ex- 
amined three days after preparation without finding a trace of 
the added substance. The figures 1-100,000 mean that there 
are two drops of our ordinary 40 per cent. formaldehyde solu- 
tion in each 20 pints, or 2% gallons, of milk, an amount which 
is considerably below that which would ever be added in actual 
practice. 

The amount of formaldehyde which is directed to be used 
for preservative purposes by those who sell it for that purpose 
is about one teaspoonful to each 40-quart can of milk, which 
corresponds in amount to about 1-25,000, and when the careless- 
ness of those who make the addition is taken into account there 
is no doubt that where it is added for preservative purposes it 
will be found to be present in amounts which are readily recog- 
nizable by anybody who chooses to apply several of the fore- 
going tests. It is never a good plan to form definite conclusions 
from one test alone, but when positive results are obtained by 
three of the above tests, including the phenylhydrazin test, there 
need be no hesitation in reporting its presence. 


BETTER PRELIMINARY EDUCATION DESIRABLE.’ 
By JAMES S. GLEGHORN, 


Allegheny, Pa. 

The necessity is urgent for a better preliminary education 
on the part of students who take up the study of pharmacy. 
Education is the basis of the social structure. It is the founda- 
tion stone in the progress of any race, nation, calling or indi- 
vidual. A well grounded education is becoming more and more 
necessary in all professional pursuits. 

That a student must be broadened before he can specialize 
is now recognized by all true educators. If a broad foundation 
is lacking when specialization begins the student is compelled 
to rely on his memory for facts, rather than on logical deduc- 
tion; consequently cramming must take the place of reasoning. 
It seems strange that the requirements of a preliminary general 
education, although first in importance for the success and 
reputation of a college, are. last in development and legal recog- 
nition; but there can be no doubt that this must be the most 
important line of future development of every pharmaceutical 
school, The excuses offered by our various colleges are numer- 
ous, but the very fact that they do offer excuses shows con- 
clusively that they fully recognize the error of their ways, but 
lack sufficient courage to institute reforms. 

Now that we have college graduation requisite for registra- 
tion, let the colleges of this State do their part by requiring a 
high school education for entrance, and the future of pharmacy 
will become brighter from year to year and the illiterate phar- 
macist will soon be extinct. This is the only salvation of 
pharmacy as a profession, as nothing but higher education can 
free us from the obstacles under which we now suffer. It is as 
Prof. John M. Maisch once said: “The root of all evil in 
pharmacy lies in the lack of the preliminary educational re- 
quirements of apprentices, as well as students. Not until 
American pharmacy will recognize the necessity of high school 
educ n for all newcomers can we expect to be called pro- 
fessional men or free ourselves from the commercial misery 
that now threatens to overcome us.” There is demand not 
merely for a definite calling, but also for that liberal general 
training that makes a man a broader and better citizen. 


+ Read at the Bedford Springs meeting of the Pennsylvania Phar- 
maceutical Association. * 
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COLLEGES MUST RAISE THEIR PRELIMINABY EDUCATIONAL REQUIRE- 
MENTS. 


It is our duty as members of this association to do our 
share in shaping conditions for those who are to come, and in 
order to insure the welfare of the profession it is our duty to 
make provisions for and insist upon the thorough training of 
those who are to follow. It is just as essential for the phar- 
macist to have a thorough preliminary education as it is for 
the doctor or dentist, and if we expect pharmacy to be on a par 
with those professions we will have to raise our preliminary 
standard. As we are now fortified by statutes, recently enacted 
through State legislation, it becomes a comparatively easy mat- 
ter for the pharmaceutical colleges of the State to raise their 
preliminary requirements, and it behooves us as an association 
to take some definite stand in regard to the matter and go on 
record as favoring a high school education or its equivalent 
for students preliminary to their admission to the various 
pharmaceutical schools of the State. As matters stand now 
our colleges can offer no reasonable excuse for not raising their 
entrance requirements. 

That many of those who annually seek admission to our 
colleges of pharmacy are not prepared to enter intelligently 
upon pharmaceutical studies is a matter of common knowledge. 
I know of instances where young men have been admitted and 
graduated who could not tell what a noun was or even work 
out the most simple problems in fractions. It cannot be denied 
that this statement is true of a great many of the schools of 
pharmacy ; they accept students with practically no preliminary 
education and turn them out into the world as “shining 
lights.” Consequently this unfortunate state of affairs natu- 
rally attracts those who are in no way fitted to take up the 
study of pharmacy and who would otherwise be barred from 
doing so were the educational requirements higher. 

The standard of education in the community as'a whole is 
being elevated ; consequently we must seek a higher preliminary 
standard in pharmaceutical ranks, or else pharmacy will never 
reach that level we so much desire. If the young men entering 
our pharmaceutical schools would have better academic train- 
ing, preferably a common and high school education, they 
w@uld have a mental equipment that would help them master 
their pharmaceutical studies with much greater ease. A young 
man would hardly think of studying medicine at the present 
time without first possessing a high school or college educa- 


tion. Then why should we permit our standard to remain so 
low that men with no preliminary education what are 
eligible? No young man should think of taking up the’study 





of pharmacy who has not completed the high school course or 
its equivalent, as the graduate in pharmacy of the future must 
be far more than a mere practical druggist if he wants to 
succeed. He must be a well trained scientific investigator, in- 
spired with determination to improve his chosen calling and 
equipped to assume and maintain a leading position in all 
things scientific. 

The practical problem before us to-day, then, is to advance 
the standard of preliminary preparation in pharmaceutical 
ranks. With the present legislation in their favor there is no 
reason why the colleges of this State should not raise their 
entrance requirements. Some have already tried to raise their 
standard by lengthening their courses, and conferring a higher 
degree. While the addition of new courses as a rule is com- 
mendable, the conferring of such degrees on young men and 
women who lack the preliminary general education they should 
have can have but one result—namely, the lowering of their 
value. It isn’t longer courses and higher degrees that we need 
most, but better preliminary education. Let us labor not 
merely for our own personal perfection as members of an im- 
portant and honorable profession, but also for the improve- 
ment of the profession itself, by endeavoring to better the con- 
ditions for those who are to follow. Let us do our part by 
taking a greater interest in the young men who are to be our 
successors by providing the conditions which will produce bet- 
ter men. 
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DIGEST OF THE CHEMICAL EXAMINATION OF A FEW 
OFFICIAL CHEMICALS.’ 
By Dr. Cartes BE. Caspar, Pu.D., 
St. Louis. 

I have had occasion to examine over 1,300 samples of official 
chemicals and it occurred to me that the results of a few of 
these examinations might be interesting to the members of the 
association. 

I have selected eight much used chemicals—namely, potas- 
sium bromide, potassium iodide, sodium bromide, sodium iodide, 
ammonium bromide, calomel or mercurous chloride, bismuth 
subnitrate and sodium salicylate. Probably not a day passes 
that not at least one of these chemicals is used in every retail 
drug store, and hence it is important that pharmacists should 
know the purity of these articles as furnished by manufactur- 
ers at the present time. 

IMPURITIES IN POTASSIUM BROMIDE. 


Of potassium bromide 25 different samples were examined 
and of these 14 answered in every respect the requirements of 
the United States Pharmacopeia; three contained an excess 
of potassium chloride, two contained potassium sulphate, one 
contained sodium and five contained dirt mechanically held. 
The source of the chloride is the bromine from which the 
bromide is made, this bromine being made from the brine of 
salt wells and always containing more or less* chlorine. A 
small amount of chloride is perfectly harmless, and it would 
be wrong to prohibit entirely the presence of chloride in po- 
tassium bromide, as the cost of the bromide would be materially 
increased. However, as the Pharmacopeia has fixed a limit 
for chloride in bromide, this should be adhered to. Whenever an 
excess of chloride is found it is due either to the use of poor 
bromine or to the too frequent use of the mother liquors from 
which the bromide is crystallized, the chloride tending to col- 
lect in these mother liquors. What I have said here of chloride 
in potassium bromide is equally true of chloride in ammonium 
bromide and in sodium bromide. The presence of sulphate in 
potassium bromide is probably to be traced back to the potas- 
sium carbonate from which the bromide was made, and the 
same explanation doubtless accounts for the presence of 
sodium. The presence of dirt is inexcusable anywhere and 
especially is this true of official chemicals. -its presence is due 
solely to carelessness in handling and packing and is unpardon- 
able. There are dozens of ways in which dirt might creep into 
chemicals, but I shall not mention them. Such dirt produces 
trrbid solutions and may even cause chemical reactions such 
as rec ion. 

TW -FIVE PER CENT. OF THE POTASSIUM IODIDE EXAMINED 
IMPURE. 


Forty samples of potassium iodide were examined, and of 
these only ten answered all the requirements of the Pharma- 
copeia. Five samples contained an excess of alkali, added to 
react with any iodine that might be liberated in the decomposi- 
tion of some of the iodide, and thus preventing a solution of 
potassium iodide from becoming yellow. Five samples con- 
tained sodium, probably present as an impurity in the original 
potassium carbonate from which the iodide was made, and this 
is doubtless also true of ten other samples, which contained 
sulphate, nitrate and chloride. Small quantities of iodate were 
found in 12 samples, due undoubtedly to the imperfect reduc- 
tion of the iodate formed in the first stage of the manufacture 
of potassium iodide. The presence of metallic impurities must 
be ascribed to the original potassium carbonate, or they may 
have been taken up from the vessels in which the salt was 
manufactured. 

AMMONIUM BROMIDE SAMPLES NEARLY ALL IMPURE. 


Of ammonium bromide 21 samples were examined and of 
these only two answered all the pharmacopeial requirements. 
Thirteen samples contained an excess of ammonium chloride, 
this large proportion being probably due to the fact that the 
Pharmacopeia permits less chloride in ammonium bromide than 
in the potassium and sodium salts. The presence of the chloride 
is to be accounted for just as it was in potassium bromide. 


1 Presented at the twenty-seventh annual ; 
Pn ay ceeeer ual meeting of the Missouri 
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Four samples contained the inexcusable dirt and six samples 
contained metallic impurities. 
SODIUM BROMIDE MAKES A BETTER SHOWING. 

Eighteen samples of sodium bromide were examined, of 
which ten samples satisfied the official requirements. Four 
samples contained an excess of sodium chloride, one contained 
sulphate, one contained metallic impurities and three contained 
dirt. 

Only four samples of sodium iodide were examined, and 
none of these answered the official requirements. Three samples 
contained an excess of alkali, three contained iodate, one con- 
tained potassium and one contained metallic impurities. Al] 
these impurities may be accounted for here in the same way as 
they were accounted for under the head of potassium iodide. 

CORROSIVE SUBLIMATE PKESENT IN CALOMEL, 

Of calomel 157 samples were examined, and of these 82 sam- 
ples contained minute quantities of corrosive sublimate, while 
the other 75 samples were absolutely pure. Of course calomel 
should be absolutely free from the higher chloride of mercury, 
even though a small trace might not be injurious ; but one manu- 
facturer had the temerity to write that it was impossible to 
produce calomel entirely free from corrosive sublimate and 
shortly after he himself submitted a sample that was perfectly 
pure. There is some objection to the test for corrosive sub- 
limate in calomel in the Pharmacopeeia for 1890, which, I under- 
stand, is to be removed in the new edition. 

ONLY TWO SAMPLES OF BISMUTH SUBNITRATE PURE. 

Thirty-one samples of bismuth subnitrate were examined and 
of these but two samples conformed rigidly to the requirements 
of the Pharmacopeia. Twenty-nine samples contained chloride, 
four samples contained ammonium salts and one contained free 
acid. The small amount of chloride present is doubtless harm- 
less, and it is evident from its frequent occurrence that its 
complete removal is attended with considerable difficulty, so 
that a limit might be placed on chloride in bismuth subnitrate 
instead of prohibiting it entirely. The ammonium salts emanate 
from the ammonium carbonate or hydrate used by some in pre- 
cipitating the subnitrate, and they should be washed out com- 
pletely. 

PHARMACOPGIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR SODIUM SALICYLATE TOO 
RIGID. 

In the case of sodium salicylate the pharmacopeial require- 
ments also appear to be too rigid. I examined 19 samples of 
sodium salicylate and not one of these samples reached the 
standard set by the Pharmacopeia. Fifteen samples contained 
more or less chloride, seven contained sulphate, nine samples 
yielded turbid aqueous solutions, two contained metallic im- 
purities, causing the samples to have a dirty appearance, and 
seven contained more or less readily carbonizable material, 
probably formed as a by-product in the manufacture of sali- 
cylic acid. This impurity should be prohibited, but a certain 
definite amount of chloride and sulphate should be allowed. 

PRECIPITATED SULPHUR GROSSLY CONTAMINATED. 

I cannot close this paper without referring to a most fla- 
grant example of gross carelessness or of gross adulteration. 
The article in question was precipitated sulphur, which, as is 
well known, is made by treating an alkaline solution of the poly- 
sulphides of calcium with hydrochloric acid. The sample un- 
der consideration contained 52 per cent. of calcium sulphate, 
showing that the sulphur had been precipitated by means of 
sulphuric acid instead of by hydrochloric acid, either intention- 
ally or accidentally, the calcium sulphate being insoluble as 
compared with calcium chloride. In any event there is a nice 
profit in selling calcium sulphate for precipitated sulphur. 


Trichine in the Headline, Tenie Solia in the oulty. 
[From the Journal of the American Medical Association.] 
ARE TRICHINZ IN DRIED BEEF? 
Fatts CuurcH, VA., May 26, 1905. 
To the Editor:—Can dried or “ jerked” beef infect the hu- 


man alimentary 7m with the tapeworm larve as does raw 
beef? INQUIRER. 








AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 37 





Cream of Current Literature 


. A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 





Methylrodine.—Corsi (Répertoire de Pharmacie, June 10, 
1905) describes methylrodine as a salicylate of methyl-acetyl, 
in other words, a compound in which one atom of hydrogen is 
replaced by the radical acetyl. It occurs as a crystalline sub- 
stance soluble in alcohol, glycerin, chloroform, and the fixed 
oils, with an agreeable odor. It is split up into acetic acid and 
methyl salicylate when in contact with boiling water, or with 
alkalis, but acids do not decompose it. The remedy, therefore, 
is not decomposed in the stomach. It is used as an analgetic, 
antirheumatic, etc. It is well borne by the stomach. The 
dose is from five to eight grammes daily. 

Color Reactions of Cobalt Salts.—Cobalt salts, according 
to Bacovesco (Bullettin de Pharmacie de Roumanie, 1905, page 
14), are especially sensitive to the action of hydrochloric acid, 
which colors ‘them blue under the following conditions: If con- 
centrated hydrochloric acid is added to a small amount of a 
dilute aqueous solution of a cobalt salt a beautiful blue ring 
develops at the point of contact of the two liquids. The. re- 
action is still more delicate if the test tube is plunged into 
warm water at 70 degrees C. This color reaction is evident 
even with solutions containing only one part of cobalt in 4000. 
The presence of nickel salts does not interfere with the re- 
action. 

Adulteration of Saffron.—According to A. Nestler (Zeitschr. 
f. Unters. Nahrungs u. Genussm., 9, 337), true saffron in course 
of time becomes covered with a fine grayish efflorescence which, 
when examined under the microscope in olive oil, is seen to con- 
sist of irregular crystals; this substance appears to be sugar, of 
which saffron contains some 14 per cent. Such efflorescences 
have also been observed by Vogl] and Hanausek. If powdered 
sugar be dusted on saffron and allowed to stand a similar 
efflorescence is produced, but in this case the crystals are well 
defined. Such fraudulent addition of sugar can easily be made 
to a considerable extent, and the addition cannot be satisfac- 
torily determined by chemical means. 

Is Phosphorus Sesquisulphide Poisonous ?—Phosphorus 
sesquisulphide (Ps Ss), which is considered by most authorities 
as nonpoisonous and is used very largely for the manufacture 
of matches, is not entirely inoffensive, although it is less danger- 
ous than white phosphorus. According to Santesson and Malm- 
gren (Skandinavisches Archiv fuer Physiologie, 1904, pp. 259- 
327) phosphorus sesquisulphide is, however, not sod poisonous 
that it cannot be used in the making of matches. According to 
their experiments, phosphorus sesquisulphide is fatal to rabbits 
in small doses and produces the signs of acute phosphorus poi- 
soning in these animals. The authors believe that the sesqui- 
sulphide is decomposed in the body, and splits up into free 
phosphorus and thus produces the poisonous effects observed. 

Test for Sugar in the Urine Without Reagents.—Sabrazes 
(Gazette Hébdomadaire des Sciences Médicales de Bordeaug, 
April 11, 1905) suggests the following simple method of test- 
ing diabetic urines for sugar, which will appeal to physicians 
and pharmacists who sometimes have to test urines without 
having the necessary reagents at hand. The urine is poured into a 
test tube and the upper layer is boiled, the tube being held 
in a slanting position over the flame. If sugar is present the 
wall next to the heated portion will show a ring of brownish- 
sepia ®lor, due to the deposit of caramel from the burnt sugar. 
The characteristic odor of caramel will also be perceived. The 
tube should be constantly shaken while heating, as thus we 
avoid breaking it. This reaction can be obtained even if the 
urine contains but a few grammes of sugar per litre. No such 
reaction occurs in the presence of albumin, bile, ete. A brown 
deposit may, however, be seen if the urine contains a great 
deal of blood, but this deposit is raggedand thick and can 
easily be distinguished from that due to the presence of sugar. 

Studies of Mustard Seeds.—The results of new studies 
of mustard seeds have been recently published by Hartwich 


and Vullemin (Apotheker Zeitung, 1905, page 162), who state 
that the mustards of different origin are not derived from the 
same species. A large variety of seeds are mixed with mustard 
seeds and are apt to deceive the buyer. Thus the authors 
found the seeds of Brasica nigra, B. Junca, B. Rapa, B. Napus, 
Sinapis glauca, S. Cornua, etc. On examining numerous sam- 
ples of mustard seed obtained in the market the authors found 
that they were of different origin, and that admixtures of other 
seeds, either accidental or fradulent, were discoverable in many 
of the samples. They urge the necessity of microscopical ex- 
aminations in order to identify a given sample of mustard 
and to determine its purity. The technique of these examina- 
tions is given in the original article. 


Reactions Obtainable with Zinc Oxide.—Bacovesco (Bul- 
lettin de Pharmacie de Roumanie, 1905, page 11) used a solu- 
tion of zine oxide of the strength of 20 per cent. in water. The 
following tests may be obtained by mixing an excess of the 
reagent to aqueous solutions of various substances. With 
mercuric chloride a pink precipitate is obtained in the cold, 
which turns red on standing for a little while. With mercuric 
nitrate a reddish precipitate appears; with mercurous nitrate 
a light yellow precipitate, which becomes black on boiling. The 
reagent causes complete precipitation of the bismuth from acid 
bismuth nitrate solution. With copper chloride the reagent 
gives a green precipitate. With the salts of cadmium silver 
and lead and of manganese no precipitate occurs. A green 
precipitate results on mixing the reagent with solutions of the 
salts of chromium. The same occurs in the presence of 
chromates and bichromates, provided SO, is also present. With 
ferrous salts the reagent gives a white precipitate in the cold, 
which soon turns green and, if heated, turns a reddish-yellow. 
The same reaction occurs with the salts of aluminum. The 
new reagent, therefore, enables us to separate cadmium from 
copper and iron from manganese. 


Preparation of Syrup of lIodotannic Acid.—Numerous 
formulas have been offered for this syrup which is to be in- 
cluded in the next edition of the French Codex. Of these the 
most noteworthy is that of Grimbert, which was noticed in 
these columns some time ago. <A recent formula suggested by 
Boudoin, of Cognac, has also attracted some attention, and 
the Répertoire de Pharmaeie prints it along with the older 
ones, June 10, 1905, page 245. The procedure recommended 
by Boudoin consists in mixing in a flask 2 Gm. of iodine with 
6 Gm. of tannin and 360 Gm. of distilled water. This is kept 
at a temperature of about 60 degrees and at the end of an hour 
the reaction is finished and the solution no longer turns starch 
paper blue. To this is added 640 Gm. of sugar, which is dis- 
solved in the iodotannic fluid, and thus we obtain 1 kilogramme 
of syrup which has an amber color. The taste of this syrup is 
quite astringent and one may use 4 Gm. of tannin instead of 
6. An important point in the preparation of this syrup, accord- 
ing to any of the formulas which have been suggested, is the 


particular kind of tannin to be used. The best kind is the . 


chemically pure tannin prepared with alcohol. If this tannin 
be adopted in the next edition of the French Codex then the 
official formula should read as follows: 


OE eta heh ol Caw eg ean «kaa Gm. 2 
Tannin (chemically pure, alcoholic)..Gm. 4 
DIMEG WEE ic och se cececceseaareed Gm. 300 
RNS cece Pid echineveccthsere ces Gm. 640 


The iodine should be powdered and placed in a glass or 
porcelain vessel, together with the tannin and the prescribed 
amount of water. The mixture should now be heated over the 
water bath to about 60 degrees C. When the liquid no longer 
turns starch paper blue the sugar should be added and the 
syrup finished by simply dissolving the sugar in the rest of the 
ingredients. This syrup contains 4 centigrammes of iodine to 
each 20 Ce. of the preparation. 
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Preservation of the Urine.—Ogden has studied the preser- 
vation of urine by means of boric acid, formaldehyde, salicylic 
acid, benzoic acid, corrosive sublimate, chloroform, chloral, 
camphor, and thymol. He concludes: (1) Boric acid is the 
most practical urinary preservative that we possess when used 
in the proportion of 5 grains to 4 ounces (or 2% grains to 2 
ounces) of urine. 


Iconogen, a New Reagent for Potassium.—Pinera Alvarez 
(Comptes Rendus de L’Academie des Sciences, May 1, 1905) 
suggests the use of sodium amidonaphtholsulphonate as a 
reagent for potassium compounds in solutions. This substance 
is soluble in water in the proportion of 5 to 100, and it is this 
saturated solution that is used as a reagent. It should be 
prepared when needed with distilled water that has been boiled 
and cooled. The reagent described is just as sensitive as 
platinic chloride, and may be used for the detection of any 
potassium salt that has a neutral reaction. Its use is indicated 
in those cases in which we cannot use the better known re- 
agents. It is also very good as a microchemical reagent, as the 
potassium amidonaphtholsulphonate which it forms crystallizes 
in large regular orthorhombic plates. The precipitate which 
the new reagent produces with potassium salts forms a little 
slowly, but is very characteristic. The new reagent does not 
precipitate ferric salts nor manganese compounds. It does 
precipitate, however, the salts of nickel, cobalt, bismuth and 
copper, the latter precipitate being soluble in an excess of the 
reagent. 


The Increase of the Ammonia in Opium Assay Objection- 
able.—In a series of laboratory notes, presented at the recent 
meeting of the Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Association, 
Charles E. Vanderkleed, of Philadelphia, referred to the assay 
of powdered opium as follows: Certain manufacturers of pow- 
dered opium advocate the use of 4 Cc. of ammonia water in- 
stead of 3% Cc. in the official method of assay, claiming to ob- 
tain thereby a higher percentage of morphine. An investigation 
of this proposed improvement over the official method shows 
that, while it is true that a somewhat greater weight of crude 
morphine is thus obtained, the increase in weight is due not 
to morphine, but the impurities, such as calcium meconate, 
precipitated with the crystallized morphine. This was deter- 
mined by titrating the crude morphine. The following table 
showing results obtained with samples of the same lot of pow- 
dered opium indicates the effect of substituting a Cc. of am- 
monia water for the 3% Cc. in the official assay method: 


Morphine Morphine Purity of 

by weight. by titrating. precipitate. 

Assay. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

ee 6 erry rrr (12.60) 11.90 94.44 
BemmOMia 2 ..c cc ccc ccscsvvece (12.62) oes 

So eer eer eee eee (12.82) Tye chia 

BEE wc dccascc-+cnnvdes (12.71) 11.68 91.12 


Sinacidbutyrometer, an Apparatus for the Estimation of 
Butter Fat in Milk.—The “ sinacidbutyrometer ” is an instru- 
ment recently devised for the purpose of estimating the amount 
of butter fat in milk. According to Sichler (P?harmaceutische 
Zeitung, 1904, page 1,073) it can also be used for determining 
the amount of fat in cheese, buttermilk, condensed milk, ete. 
The apparatus is used in the following manner: Ten Cc. of a 
solution of disodium phosphate, containing 150 grammes per 
liter of water, are introduced into the apparatus together with 
10 Ce. of milk and 1 Cc. of butylic alcohol colored with some 
coloring matter which is insoluble in water but soluble in oily 
substances. The mixture is kept for five minutes at a tem- 
perature of from 60 to 70 degrees. The instrument is then 
shaken. The disodium phosphate, which is alkaline in re- 
action, dissolves the casein and the precipitate of albumin. 
The butter is thus liberated and floats on the surface of the 
mixture. It takes with it a fixed amount of butylic alcohol 
and forms a transparent column at the top of the liquid, which 
may be read off. 


The Detection of Benzoic and Salicylic Acids.— 
By Frank X. Moerk, Ph.G. The detection of these preserva- 
tives is always effected by shaking out the acidified solution 
with ether, chloroform or a mixture of ether and petroleum 
ether. In this operatior the formation of emulsions is fre- 
quently a source of considerable annoyance and delay. The 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


following method has been found free from this objection and 
has given satisfaction in the examination of organic liquids 
like milk, grape juice, wines, etc.: To from 20 to 50 Ce. of the 
alcohol free liquid to be tested add from 10 to 25 grams of 
sodium chloride, shake thoroughly to saturate the liquid with 
the salt, then add 1 to 2.5 Ce. of hydrochloric acid (25 per 
cent.), shake again, filter into a separating funnel and shake 
out with two or three portions of choloroform (15 to 20 Ce. each 
time) ; draw off the chloroform extractions into a flask, recover 
most of the solvent by distillation, add a few drops of ammonia 
water to the residual solution in the flask, evaporate to dry- 
ness at a low temperature to expel excess of ammonia, dis- 
solve in a little water and test with ferric chloride test solu- 
tion. Salicylic acid gives a violet color, benzoic acid a salmon 
colored precipitate. In testing alcoholic liquids make faintly 
alkaline with sodium hydrate, boil to expel the alcohol, cool, 
acidify slightly with dilute hydrochloric acid, dilute to the 
original volume and proceed as above. 

Suppositories with Substances Soluble in Water.—Van 
der Wielen (Pharmaceutisches Weekblad, No. 13, 1905) recom- 
mends the following process for the making of suppositories or 
globules with cacao butter when substances that are soluble in 
water are prescribed. The prescription may read as follows: 

Bp EURACECE OF RAAMOTIM. «ooo cissoc so cass s 4Gm. 
Cacao butter, a sufficient quantity. 

The water soluble ingredients are mixed and dissolved on 
the water bath in a tared capsule, using 4 Gm. of extract and 
4 Gm. of water. The evaporated water is next replaced and 
5.6 Gm. of the dissolved extract are taken. Next 22.4 Gm. of 
cacao butter are melted in a slightly heated mortar. The 
5.6 Gm. of the dissolved extract are added and mixed thor- 
oughly. The mass is well shaken until it cools almost com- 
pletely. The mass is then run into molds, preferably nickeled 
ones, which have been previously slightly moistened with 
glycerin. If the mass is too hard it should be reheated. The 
cooled suppositories are taken out of the molds and cut so 
that they would weigh 4 Gm. each. The globules are prepared 
in the same way. 

The Testing of Rennin.—A great lack of uniformity in the 
milk-coagulating power of commercial rennin powder is un- 
doubtedly largely due to a lack of uniformity in the methods 
of testing. Charles E. Vanderkleed, of Mulford’s Laboratory, 
in a note contributed to the recent meeting of the Pennsylvania 
Association, states that several samples of rennin have come 
to his notice labeled 1 to 100,000. On comparing these sam- 
ples, however, with others labeled only 1-25,000, the latter were 
found to be the stronger. And yet we cannot say that the 
claim of 41 to 100,000 was false, because no time limit was 
stated. The following method of testing is recommended: 
Weigh 100 Mg. of the sample to be tested and dissolve it in 100 
Ce. of water. Place 75 Cc. of fresh milk in each of several 4- 
ounce round screw-cap vials (such as are used for sampling 
oils), and immerse the latter in a water bath kept at a con- 
stant temperature of 43 degrees C. (110 degrees F.). When 
sufficient time has elapsed for the milk to acquire the tempera- 
ture of the bath, remove the vials, one at a time, and run 
by means of a pipette 2%, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7% Ce. of the rennin 
solution into the respective vials, noting the exact time at 
which each addition is made, returning the vial to the bath 
immediately after adding the rennin solution. At the expira- 
tion of exactly 744 minutes for each vial move it from the 
bath and note at once the state of coagulation of the milk. In 
order to be considered coagulated the milk must have entirely 
lost its fluidity, and on inversion of the vial must break up 
into not more than three or four coagulated masses, with the 
separation of a clear watery serum. If 5 Ce. of the rennin 
solution have been required, the rennin may be considered 1 to 
15,000; if but 3 Ce. have been required, then it is 1 to 25,000, 
ete. A good rennin powder will test at least 1 to 25,000 in 714 
minutes by this method. One sample labeled 1 to 100,000, but 
without specifying time, tested by this method, in 714 minutes, 1 
to 35,000; when give 10 minutes, it tested 1 to 40,000; when 
given 15 minutes, it tested 1 to 50,000; when given 224% min- 
utes, it tested 1 to 75,000; when given 35 minutes, it tested 1 
to 100,000. 
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Finding List of Articles on Scientific and Technical Pharmacy. 


Eikonogen.—L’iconogéne, nouveau réactif du potassium. 
P. Alvarez, Répertoire de pharmacie, XVII, 6; 1905, June 10, 
p. 255. 


Formaldehyde.—Dosage de Taldéhyde formique. W. 
Fresenius et L. Grunhut, Répertoire de pharmacie, XVII, 6; 
1905, June 10, p. 265. 


Honey.—Die Untersuchen des Bienenhonigs. H. Stadlinger, 
Pharmazeutische Zeitung, L, 51; 1905, June 28, p. 536. 


lodotannic Syrup.—Préparation du sirop iodotannique. M. 
Grimbert, Répertoire de pharmacie, XVII, 6; 1905, June 10, 
p. 242. 


Lecithin.—Ueber Lecithine des Handels. 
Apotheker Zeitung, XX, 49; 1905, June 21, p. 488. 


Methyl Alcohol.—The Detection of Methyl Alcohol. Hey- 
ward Scudder, Journal of the American Chemical Society, 
XXVII, 7; 1905, July, p. 892. 


Stovaine and Cocaine.—Reactions comparées de la stovaine 
et de la cocaine. M. Zernik, Répertoire de pharmacie, XVII, 
6; 1905, June 10, p. 264. 


Urinalysis.—Zur quantitanen Zuckerbestimmung im Harne 
mit dem Lohenstein’schen Priizisions-Giirungs-Saccharometer. 
Georg Gregor, Pharmazeutische Post, XX XVIII, 25; 1905, June 
18, p. 356. 


G. Fendler, 


Cascara Sagrada. 


John R. Jackson writes in the Pharmaceutical Journal that 
a good deal of interest has been recently centered around 
the cascara sagrada. The plant in question has something 
more than a passing interest in consequence of the comparative 
rapidity with which it has become one of the best established 
drugs of the English market. Cascara sagrada is the Spanish 
for “sacred bark.” It is the produce of Rhamnus purshiana, 
a small tree or shrub belonging to the natural order Rham- 
nace, and closely allied to the common buckthorn and alder 
buckthorn of England. It is a native of the Pacific slopes 
of North America, where it has been for some time used as a 
purgative. It was introduced to this country as a drug from 
the United States in 1879, and has since become a fully estab- 
lished or official medicine. It occurs in commerce either in the 
form of quills or nearly flat pieces, the outer surface frequently 
being partially covered with a gray lichen, and the inner, when 
fresh, having a reddish brown color, which becomes darker by 
keeping. The bark is easily removed from the frunk in the 
early spring or summer. It has a powerful, bitter taste, but a 
very slight odor. From recent information it would seem 
that the demand for the bark has been so great, and the system 
of gathering so reckless, that the trees are to be protected by 
law; otherwise they would become liable to extermination. 


Cottonseed Oil in Lard. 


Emmett and Grindley (Jowrnal of the American Chemical 
Society) examined four samples of lard taken from pigs that 
had been fed with considerable quantities of cottonseed meal. 
These all gave the following reactions for vegetable oils: (1) 
Welman’s reaction, (2) Tollen’s pentosan reaction, (3) Salkow- 
ski’s cholesterin reaction, (4) crystals resembling phytosterin. 
They. also gave the following reactions for cottonseed oil: (1) 
The Bechi test, (2) the nitric acid test, (3) the Halpen reac- 
tions. A lard prepared at the same time from a pig not fed on 
cottonseed meal gave none of these reactions. Hence it is 
evident that these lards contain a vegetable oil and three dis- 
tinct constituents of cottonseed oil, so it is safe to say that at 
least a part of the oil in the meal is absorbed by the animal 
body and transmitted in its unaltered condition to the fat cells. 
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A New Pill Machine. 
Swidkes, of Lemberg, Galicia, has patented a new pill ma- 
chine (German Imperial patent No. 158,392), the construction 
of which is illustrated in the three cuts given herewith. It 
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consists (Pharmazeutische Zeitung, March 8, 1905) of a wooden 
frame with a projecting tongue on one side for holding the ap- 
paratus. A metal disk with concentrically arranged grooves 





is fixed in the center of the frame, and a second disk with cor- 
responding grooves rotates by means of the handle A. The 
pill cylinder B is cut into the desired number of pills by turn- 
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ing the upper disk. It is not necessary to roll the pills after- 
ward, as they come out perfectly rounded from the machine. 
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The Original Ozonic Ether.—The following particulars re- 
garding the manufacture of ozonic ether are taken from Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas: Sir B. W. Richardson, who introduced ozonic 
ether, directed it to be made by shaking together equal parts of 
30-vol. hydrogen dioxide and pure ether, and decanting the 
ethereal layer, for use. Martindale states (Extra Pharma- 
copeia, 1898, p. 258) that it is “ether containing in solution 
hydrogen dioxide of 30-volume strength, with some alcohol.” 
It may be made as follows: Mix together in a large flask 1 part 
of barium dioxide and 50 parts of pure ether, both by weight, 
keeping the flask in ice or iced water; then add gradually a 
mixture of 2 parts of hydrochloric acid and 8 parts of water, 
still keeping the contents as near freezing point as possible. 
Allow the action to proceed for an hour, and decant the ethereal 
liquid. 


Indoform, an Antirheumatic Drug.—Indoform is a new 
remedy for rheumatism and is obtained by the action of formic 
aldehyde upon acetylsalicylic acid. It occurs in the form of a 
white crystalline powder slightly soluble in cold water and 
more so in warm water. It has a slightly astringent and acid 
taste, and is decomposed by alkalis (¢.g., the intestinal juices) 
into methylen-glycol and thence into formic aldehyde. Indo 
form has been used in gout, rheumatism, neuralgia, etc. The 
pain disappears gradually after its use. The dose is from one 
to three tablets of 4% Gm, each, and the remedy should be 
taken either during or after meals in a glass of water. 
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Queries and Answers 
We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





The Ownership of the Prescription.—H. H. C. writes: 
“ Regarding the question of the ownership of the prescription, 
discussed in the May 8 issue of the AmERIcAN Druaaist, I 
should like to submit the following: By giving back the original 
prescription the pharmacist leaves himself without any legal 
means of defense in case of trouble with the doctor. The phar- 
macist should therefore keep the original, as a copy does not 
carry the same authority as does the original. Besides, the 
prescription is considered an order of the doctor on the phar- 
macist and it is the right of the latter to keep it. The law of 
Curacao, Dutch West Indies, says: ‘The prescription should 
be kept by the pharmacist for at least twenty years.’” 

Typewriter Ribbon Ink.—M. R.—By consulting back num- 
bers of this journal you will find a number of satisfactory for- 
mulas for typewriter ribbon inks. The following new formulas 
have been published: 

Black or Blue Ink. 


Parts 
Transparent glycerin soap...........+-++++ 1 
RENE cas oes cpe4ssettn bs 6s0ceeb25250% 4 
SE er PPE ee ere Pree 12 
TT ee errs PEL e ree eS 24 


Aniline dye, sufficient to color. 
Dissolve the soap in the mixture of glycerin and water with 
the aid of heat, and the aniline dye in the alcohol, and mix both 
solutions. 


Red. 
Parts. 
BUEN TOG. Bice hiker cdevcsans cs 15 
BO: 4D; Taian oh ok 2 Bk Sees bien genous 15 
CRUE We TEs 9-6 én wk soe s.0s scene cee 45 
Castor oil, enough to make.............. 1000 


The dyes are mixed with the oleic acid, and this in turn in- 
corporated with the castor oil, and the whole allowed to 
macerate for some time at a heat of 100 to 110 degrees, with 
constant stirring. 

Liquid Slating for Blackboards.—J. H.—A formula which 
has been used with satisfactory results calls for the following 
ingredients and manipulation: 


MES c aie Nob beb0 bas dn eds oouee ta shoe Oz. 8 
a a a ee ere Pr ee Pints 5 
Dissolve and incorporate: 

Deep ultramarine blue................. Oz. 4 
SE re ee ree Oz. 4 
SOU MIU eb ndabbsdindécsscuasecneaaeus Oz. 8 


This preparation should be well shaken before using and 
only enough be poured out for immediate needs. It should be 
applied quickly and evenly with a wide sable hair brush. One 
coat will generally be found sufficient for renovating old black- 
boards. 

Eau-de-vie allemande.—C. L. W.—One might be pardoned 
for translating this term into “German brandy,” but it would 
not be pardonable to supply the alcoholic liquor distilled from 
wine as the article called for. Hau-de-vie allemande is the 
playful way in which French medical men and pharmacists re- 
fer to compound tincture of jalap, and this should be used 
when the French synonym is written. The formula for its 
preparation follows: 


PT cine eee bi skies se Abad pees 6 ¥eadwin 80 
MEE Gib 5S wEN San cb SdSs Va owe Pas ed oe 209 10 
RB Oe Ee ee ee ae 20 
Alcohol (60 per cent.)............eeeeees 960 
Bau-de-vie allemande aromatique is made as follows: 

DREN: Sled, codueteusesibasnonscevarteabe 80 
ED bo $0 80s Bolden t's c 45s b's w WS 6 40 
EEE Gils Sua's Nolan's epudac db US Nas Sneed 10 
NE es ash kok sini ve kplan bbe > dur 5 
Say age fl pa eee it a rll ye eR Gana a : 
UES Fo ob chs cas nds se beccseeaee 

Aiabhol (50 per cent.) 5.005. cece see 1280 


Sugar 
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Hectograph Inks.—M. R.—The following are recent for- 
mulas: 


Violet Parts 
TMI is sin sini cok couse pdanwasssius 20 
EE: 5554605 ose cuniwesne sine cae mada 21.2 
SRNENE naive aulsas ans cdaneaebaeeseneeee 60 
WEMGOE os s'nid'ch sw haiseels nyo sinuweters enseee 400 
Black 
ED os won iba haan eA eee 50 
PN ski tak od aig ahhS we ake aaa 10 
EE NE io avo AGS 4S MEO OM Soin SE WE OR Ose 5 
EAN cic oe vse asd teh aves open sok eekee 30 
OE ine 5 a sinsn one des oe Ne vou kbs sekeaen abe 200 
Red. 
RIND 15s 5 chk nina o's hin as pa nin a ak b's mR 20 
EL 03 5.5 Kev bd wee Wao o eb Rude ae Eom 5 
ob beg SEE ee Ce ere 10 
WOO, Sas cde dc aedsnona Swek eee ees eee 300 
Blue. 
PP NN is iS Tek HN RN oe abcd ea EES 25 
PEEL. 8S iwin. 0 wis a's do bd ho de 60:5 0S D ERE 10 
MRDERUEA | A sin. w aw in 60s $40 sid as eS Baws eS oe 10 
RUUIVGE MICU Ss o5 sno 0 80s 604 0 wade ees eees 2 
Ge 5 05s UNGN Sic ia don beeing deere 500 
Green 
eee MIO 26 ssc sk isussee wevewraase 20 
ERs eri er eee 5 
6 SPELT re 10 
WUOUEE nwa ccdus Sache sas RG Os Vedic eae 


Condensed Milk.—H. S. S.—The manufacture of condensed 
milk cannot be undertaken profitably on a small scale. The 
milk is concentrated by the evaporation in a vacuum of its 
watery constituents. Different processes are followed for the 
sweetened and unsweetened forms of condensed milk. For the 
latter form the milk is first sterilized by the application of heat 
under pressure and then evaporated to one-half or one-third of 
its bulk ina vacuum. In the manufacture of sweetened condensed 
miik cane sugar is added to the milk before concentration and 
the liquid is then evaporated to the required extent. About 1 
part by weight of finished product is obtained from 3 parts by 
weight of the original milk. The amount of sugar added is 
about 1 pound to a gallon of milk. 


Trick Formula Wanted.—F. R. writes: “I am desirous of 
obtained the formulas of two solutions which, when applied 
to a playing card and one’s finger, respectively, will indicate the 
marked card by a change of color on the finger.” 

We are sorry we cannot oblige our correspondent with the 
information desired. There are, however, many chemicals 
soluble in water to a colorless solution which react with each 
other to form new compounds having distinctive colors of 
their own. The formation of red mercuric iodide by reaction 
between potassium iodide and corrosive sublimate is a case in 
point. The methods employed in making invisible ink should 
be rich in suggestion to our correspondent. Thus, a solution of 
lead acetate might be applied to a card which, when touched 
with a finger moistened with a sulphide solution, would turn 
black. A card impregnated with a solution of potassium ferro- 
cyanide would turn blue when touched by a finger moistened 
with tincture of ferric chloride. All this is offered, as we have 
said, in the way of suggestion only, and any skilled pharmacist 
would be able to make practical application of such suggestions. 


Lures for Fish.—P. S.—As we have explained previously, 
the use of artificial bait or poisons as lures for fish is unlawful 
in some States. In some sections of the country oil of rhodium 
—a mixture of oil of rose geranium and balsam copaiba—is 
used. In others a mixture of flour dough, gum asafcetida and 
fish berries is used for catching certain kinds of fish, but, as 
stated, the use of any preparation of this kind is prohibited 
by the fish and game laws of the various States, 
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By W. A. DAWSON 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, advertising experiences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 


vertising matter, Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 





relative to advertising matters will be answered. To aboid 
\_ Bu address communications to the Department of Business 





Building, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, N.Y. 





Window Dressing Devices. 


In no retail business has ingenuity and originality greater 
scope than in the drug store. Every retail drug clerk, save in 
the larger stores of the cities, is called upon at times to exer- 
cise his ingenuity and is thrown upon his own resources in the 
matter of window dressing. The results obtained in window 
dressing involve not only a question of taste and judgment 
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but mechanical skill in the construction of display stands and 
in the invention of devices for securing a display of goods to 
the best possible advantage. 

A New York drug clerk has made very effective displays of 
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tooth brushes and nai] brushes, in which he has used elastic 
bands in what struck us as a rather novel manner. As will be 
seen by the illustration shown herewith, the brushes are sus- 
pended on twine, or, if desired, fine wire, strung across the back 
of the window, the only novel feature involved being the method 
of suspension. In dressing the window the clerk takes a pocket 
full of small rubber bands, puts a band across the face of the 
tooth brush, draws back the other end of the band, passes it 
upward over the twine and over the top of the brush, allowing 
it to snap back in the bristles. Since the bristles hide. the rub- 
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ber band, the effect from the front is quite attractive, and at 
first one is inclined to wonder how the brushes are suspended. 
Festoons of brushes may also be arranged in the same manner 
from twine hanging down from the ceiling of the window and 
the lower ends of this twine may be drawn to one side or the 
other in a symmetrical way so as to give the effect of a curtain 
of tooth brushes, having somewhat the same appearance as do 
the curtains of beads which are found in the Japanese stores. 

In order to retain the brushes in their proper relative posi- 
tion on the perpendicular line it will be necessary to make a 
series of knots in the twine at equal distances. The necessity 
for doing this renders the arrangement of the brushes on a 
perpendicular line rather a tedious process as compared with 
the use of the horizontal lines of twine. 

A somewhat similar use of the bands is also shown in con- 
nection with the nail brushes illustrated in this column. 

This method of display is both economical and effective, for 
the bands may be used again and again and the brushes dis- 
played are not damaged in the slightest degree. A little experi- 
ence in applying the bands in the manner indicated will enable 
the clerk to dress the entire window in a very short time. 








We Employ Only 
Skilled Druggists 


Postage Stamps 
At Cost 


in our prescription depart- 
ment. . The use of boys who 
“want the practice”’ is never 
dreamed of. We can’t afford 
to run the risk of mistakes in 
compounding, and our first 
precautionary measure is the 
employment of none but ex- 
pert graduates in pharmacy. 

With these, and our check 
system, errors are impossible 
in the Stuckert store. 

Bring your prescriptions to 
the safe store. 

Exclusive agency fer Huy- 
ler’s Candies. 

BRITTON’ s DRUG STORE, 
State and Warren 
Charles Stuckert, Proprietor, 
Masonic Temple. Phone 173. 





and one hundred other things 
just as reasonable. We are 
here to please. 

The most cages eee 
service i the city. y us. 

D. E. MONROE n CO. 

Temperance Pharmacy 
Corner Tejon and Bijou Sts. 
Phones 311 and 531. 








Is This Statement Really 
True? 











A Good Prescription Ad.—It 
is a little confusing to accentu- 
ate the Britton House Drug 
Store in the foot lines while 
referring to “the Stuckert 
Store” in the body of the ad. 
He should stick to the one or 
the other designation. 








And Yet Another 


100 Boxes 


McDonald’s delicious stick 
candy came in, fresh and fipe 
—made from the best refined 
sugar and fruit juices. There 
is no confection on the market 
more pure and wholesome. 
75 sticks save 75 cries. 

T he Miller-Butcher Drug Co., 
Kodaks and Supplies. 

No liquors. Cor. opp. P. 





Always At Your 
Service 


And, remember, we deliver 
free to all parts of the city. 
"Phone your wants. 
25¢e Lyon’s Tooth Powder. .14c 
“5e LeGrand’s Tooth Wash.14¢ 
15¢c Swan's Down Powder..10c 
25¢ Tetlow’s Gossamer....15¢ 
50c Lablache Powder...... 29¢ 
50¢c Pozzon’s Powder......2 
50ce Carmen Powder. .. -00¢ 

The best on earth. 
BEA" ron DRUG COMPANY, 
15th and Farnum Sts. 
The Money-Saving Drug House. 











The Cutter Who Has Noth- 
ing to Offer But a Cut Price 
Gives the Impression of Cheap 
Quality as Well as Cheap 
Prices. And Nowhere Does 
Quality Count so Much as in 
the Drug Store. 











A Plain Tale Speeds Best Be- 
ing Plainly Told. Plain, Every- 
day Stick Candy, the Candy of 
Our Daddies. ‘ 75 Sticks Save 
75 Ories.” How ‘Could It Be 
Bettered? 





Soft Chamois Skins 


Our Chamois Skins are soft. 
fresh and strong. All perfect, 
free*from holes and wear ex- 
tremely well. Each piece is 
extra large for the price at 
which it is offered. Large 
stock, all sizes. 20 per cent. 
discount. Prices 8¢ to 98c. 

RECTOR’S PHARMACY, 

12th and O Streets. 











, 

Huyler’s 
Name is to Candies what Havi- 
land’s is to French China, a 
guarantee as to quality. There's 
nothing nicer, nothing purer 
made. We're agents for these 
celebrated goods and carry a 
full line. Buy, Huyler’s and 
get your money’s worth. 

BROWN 4 TURNER, 

Apothecaries, 
501 Congress Street. 





_A4 Good Talk on a Little 
Used Subject and One that 
Ought to Sell Chamois Skins. 











Still Doing 


Business 


Honest goods. 

Honest prices. 

Honest business methods. 

HARDMAN DRUG CO. 
City Pharmacy. 











“ Buy Huyler’s and Get Your 
Money’s Worth,’ is a Good 
Catch Line. 





Terse, Forceful and Impres- 
sive.-—But this style should be 
resorted to at rare intervals 
only, more specific ads being 
run as @ general rule. 
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OPPORTUNE 
SUGGESTIONS 


If feeling exhausted and 
run down 


Dr. Greene's Malt 


will brace you up 
2 bottles for 25c. 


If suffering from stomach 














Bandages, 
Sterilized Cotton, 
Absorbent Gauze, 
Adhesive Plaster, 

Surgical Dressings, 
Tetanus Antitoxic 





trouble 
Serum 
Manacea Water 
will surely help you. On draught 


| AT 


F ish’s Drug Store, 


348 Broadway. 


5c. a glass. 


In bowel trouble so incident to this 
weather nothing so good as our 
Blackberry Cordial. 


Hastings’ 
Pharmacy. 


VVVVVV VV VV VV VY 


The Emphasis Is Laid on the Wrong Lines.—Better effect would have 
been obtained by casey mage | the condition to be met by the 
remedy than by advertising the name of the remedy itself. This 
latter kind of advertising comes later when the druggist quits the 
retail for the manufacturing business. 


Modern 
Pharmacy 


is practiced by us in every way. There 
have been great improvements in the last 
few years in the making of medicines. 
The preparations you take today are 
more elegant in looks, more palatable 
and, while milder in action, are just as 


effective as the old nostrums that were 


Timeliness is an Important Factor in Advertising, and This is One of N . 
the Best Hot Weather Ads We Have Noticed ‘This Season. actually nauseating. : : 
—-- - oo We have kept step with the times and 


the medicines you purchase of us will be 
found of superior quality, as they are 
scientifically prepared. 














A Good Ad of a Good Druggist. But It Must Be Changed Frequently. 


BABY’S 
Hot Weather 
NECESSITIES. 
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healthy and comfortable during the sum- 
mer by supplying the many articles in 
the way of feeding, nursing, teething 
and toilet goods which are absolute ne- 
cessities in the proper care of a baby 
during trying hot weather. 


Sullivan & Slauson, 


Busy Corner Druggists. 
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The Ice Cream seid 
The Hartman Drug Co. 


i n Ou r Soda Dispensers of 
is a home-made product with all the excellence that this implies HIGH-GRADE DRUGS 


a eal na 


. We desire that our soda be the best that can be produced, and hence 
: make our own ice cream so that we know precisely what we are Stueck Block, 390 Main Street, 
serving. MIDDLETOWN, CONN. 


As to the delicious qualities of our ice cream soda we leave you 
to judge of that and hope if you have not already judged that you 
will do so soon, 


9 . D ist Kills Hi If. 
P EOPLE S PHARMACY, R. K. Carr, Pl gt the a Seas Lumber Company, 























i H. Theo. Graeber, Prop. 191-3 Pratt St. Telephone 308-4 killed himself at Logtown, Miss., recently by drinking an ounce 

1 and a half of carbolic acid for alcohol. His home was in Cen- 
The Kependable Dealer in Dependable Medicine. terville, Miss. He leaves a widow. 

‘The Ice Cream Part of the Ad is All right.—-It’s a good thing to speak “Doctor, don’t you think that raw oysters are healthy?” 


of a product of your own as though the fact that it is your own ‘ 
is of itself a recommendation. And it is—or should be. But what “Yes; I never knew one to complain.”—Baltimore Jewish 


; does “ kependable”’ mean? Is it a new-coined word, or is it merely Comment. 
q a misprint? 
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PUBLIC CONVENIENCES IN DRUG STORES. 


Further Contributions on the Advertising Value of the Sale of 
Postage Stamps, Free City Directories, Etc.—A Protest from 
a Distributer of Antifoxine. 


It will be recalled that in our issue of June 26, page 350, we 
presented the views of a number of well-known pharmacists 
regarding the sale of postage stamps, the furnishing of a free 
city directory. etc., by the druggist. It is interesting to us that 
even those who condemned the practice theoretically in many 
instances failed to live up to their theories, preferring to 
“bear those ills they have rather than fly to others they know 
not of ” in the matter of loss of custom. 

One novel feature of the public service function of the 
pharmacist is presented by a New York City druggist who 
drew the line at paying a gas bill for the Health Department. 


Necessary Evils. 
By BE. A. SAYRE. 

I believe both directory and postage stamps are necessary 
evils in a drug store. The public looks for them, and anything 
that brings people into a store is a good advertisement. Such 
accommodations are not appreciated by the majority, but they 
are by some, Let us be charitable and believe the latter class 
are those who will come to you when in want of a dose of salts 
or an emetic. They no doubt would also use your pay telephone 
at your expense if allowed. 

Newakk, N. J., June 22, 1905. 

Substations a Detriment. 
By Witui1AM P. De Forest. 

Postage stamps and directories must be considered as neces- 
sary evils in the drug store, to be endured with as much equa- 
nimity as the pharmacist can command. The custom has be- 
come so settled that to refuse to provide them would subject 
the druggist to a loss of trade and of reputation as an obliging 
tradesman. They do not bring customers to the store, but as- 
suredly would divert trade if not kept. Patrons do not receive 
them as a favor, but demand them as a right, having been edu- 
cated by competitive advertisements from department stores 
and many druggists. Substations are a detriment to the drug 
store, displeasing customers compelled to wait for prescriptions 
while letters are being registered or money orders made out. 

BROOKLYN, N. Y., June 18, 1905. 

Stamps and Directory Necessities. 
By Stewart GAMBLE. 

We regard the keeping of stamps for sale a necessity ; 
we, of course, limit the sale usually not to exceed ten cents. 
We believe it would be a detriment not to keep them. Many 
of our regular customers want them. If we always kept say- 
ing we don’t keep them we are afraid people would have a 
poor opinion of us. As to the directory, we could not dispense 
with it. 

MINNEAPOLIS, June 19, 1905. 


A Means of Gaining Customers. 
By Orto C. BAstTIAN. 


We have not found the sale of postage stamps a detriment 
to business. We have made many sales and have made some 
good, steady customers, which we gained by keeping postage 
stamps in stock. We carry a large line of stationery, which 
really necessitates our keeping stamps for sale. The directory 
will not cause much inconvenience if placed in a conspicuous 
place in the front part of the store, where the public will have 
easy access to it. The directory has sold many cigars and 
soda waters for us. 

Soutu BEND, INp., June 21, 1905. 

An Unprofitable Business. 
By Orto BoEDDIKER. 

The city directory being a necessity in the conduct of busi- 
ness its use cannot well be dispensed with. If located in prox- 
imity to a post-office station the sale of stamps could be dis- 
continued without appreciable loss of business; if distant from 
such an office a concession to old custom may be made and 
stamps be supplied in booklet form, and postal cards in pack- 
ages of 25, for reasons that will be obvious. I think the more 
unprofitable concessions the druggist offers the more will he 
lose in the estimation and confidence of the public, and be 
considered by it a fit subject for new and worse impositions. 
No profitable business is ever obtained from the habitual stamp 
purchaser. 

New York, June 15, 1905. 
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A New Phase of the Public Service Nuisance. 
By A New York Drvaeist. 


The discussion of the question of public service in the drug 
stores. which was begun in a recent issue of the AMERICAN Drue- 
GIsT, has aroused my warmest interest and I am glad to be 
able to cast one brand into the fire of criticism evoked and to 
set forth a grievance which I have and which other New York 
druggists have in common with me against the Board of Health 
of the City of New York. It is true that the cir¢umstances 
narrated below occurred some years ago and it is possible that 
the conditions have ¢hanged for the better since that time, but 
if so I am not aware of it. 

When the Health Board of the City of New York established 
culture stations at which culture tubes from suspected cases 
of diphtheria were left, my store was selected as a station and 
I was supplied with the culture tubes, instructed as to their use, 
and furnished with a supply of antitoxin made by the city, and 
was informed that upon all sales of this antitoxin I was to be 
allowed a profit of 10 per cent. and was to be permitted to 
furnish antitoxin free to indigent patients on the certificate of 
the attending physician, backed up by an affidavit by myself. 

At first a collector called at the station for such culture 
tubes as had been left for the department, but a spasm of econ- 
omy having struck the department the number of collectors 
was cut down and the druggists were required to have a mes- 
senger meet the collector of the board at a specified place 
and hour every day with a report from the station whether 
or not any cultures had been left for examination. If 
my boy was a minute late the collector never waited for 
him, and not having any means of knowing whether or 
not the collector had already been at the trysting place the 
boy would wait for a couple of hours before giving him up. 
I ‘would thus lose two hours of the boy’s time and the 
10 cents in carfare required to send the boy to the place of 
meeting, and all this without any prospect or any possibility of 
direct repayment. * 

Moreover, when a physician indicated that the antitoxin was 
required by an indigent patient I was compelled under the 
regulations of the board to put the physician through a cate- 
chism, which invariably left him very sore and much dis- 
gruntled with me, but not with the Board of Health, under 
whose directions I was acting. 

All this left rather a disagreeable taste in the mouth, but 
I was willing to submit to it for the purpose of helping the 
public through the Health Board. Finally, however, an incu- 
bating oven was installed in my store, connected with my gas 
pipes, and the incubator put in operation, with really admirable 
results, diminishing materiatly the time required to determine 
the presence or absence of the diphtheria bacillus. At the end 
of a month I found that my gas bill was between $6 and $7 
more on account of the gas consumed by the incubator. Upon 
rendering a bill for this excess of gas used solely in carrying 
out the work of the health authorities the payment was denied, 
whereupon I discontinued the tube and refused to permit the 
gas to be used at my expense. After a very warm session with 
the representative of the Board of Health I insisted on having 
my store stricken off the list of antitoxin stations. 


As I told the health authorities, I am glad at all times to 
extend all possible courtesies to individual physicians and, in- 
deed, am willing to go to considerable trouble and some expense 
to serve a physician, but when it comes to giving my services 
free of charge to the great municipality of New York, with its 
$3,000,000,000 income and its thousands of high salaried offi- 
cials, I think it is time to enter a protest. When in addition to 
free services I was called upon to pay out of my own pocket 
$6 or $7 a month for gas to be used by the Health Department 
I felt it was high time to dissolve the one-sided partnership 
with the city. A more high-handed proceeding I have never 
heard of, and I am sure that the city authorities would never 
have attempted any such procedure with any other class of 
business men than the long suffering, patient and altogether too 
good-natured public drudge, the druggist. 
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The Sale of Stamps Not Profitable Either Dtrectly or Indirectly. 

One of the leading druggists in a neighboring city, who 
asks us not to use his name but whose experience and judgment 
entitles his opinion to be received with respect, says: “I do 
not believe that the postage stamp business pays. Originally 
the sale of postage stamps in drug stores was introduced as a 
means of accommodation for the regular customers of the store 
having a family trade and located some distance from the post 
office. The custom became so general, however, that the public 
has come to believe that it is part of the druggist’s duty to 
furnish stamps to every one, regardless of his relations to the 
druggist and regardless of the amount of trouble involved in 
providing stamps when asked for. The druggist who furnishes 
the stamps is not looked upon as doing an act of courtesy, but 
merely as one who has performed his allotted duty, and there 
is no sense of obligation felt on the part of the customer. For 
this reason I am positive that the sale of stamps in the drug 
store is a mistake. 

POSTAL SUBSTATIONS NOT PROFITABLE. 


“It so happens that I am not in a position to live up to my 
belief in this matter. Some years ago, finding that I was com- 
pelled to carry stamps, I thought I would endeavor to make 
something out of it and secured a substation. For this I was 
paid $100 for the first year.. The amount of work involved in 
issuing post office money orders and in selling stamps in any 
quantity desired—and with me the total quantity was large, 
though sold in small lots—required the services of an addi- 
tional employee, so I engaged a girl at a salary of $5 per 
week whose sole duty was to look after the post office business. 
My substation therefore cost me $150 in excess of the amount 
allowed by the Government. I sold a sufficient number of 
stamps, however, in that year to rank my station in the $300 
class for the second year, thus covering the additional clerical 
expenses entailed. At the end of five years, if one sells a suffi- 
cient number of stamps—say $1,000 a month—the substation 
will pay from $400 to $500 a year, but by the time you deduct 
the cost entailed for additional space required, the services of 
the clerk, whose salary will have to be advanced or a new one 
broken in, and the occasional contributiuus to campaign ex- 
penses which is expected of the holder of a substation, the ap- 
pointment only just pays the expenses. 

“ Looked at, then, independently of its bearing on the drug 
business and from a purely financial point of view, even the 
substation is not a money maker for the druggist. My postal 
clerk puts in ten hours a day, which covers the business hours 
of the post office, but the average customer expects a great deal 
more from the substation than he does from the main office, 
for he will come in at any hour of the night or Sunday when the 
idea strikes him and call you away from your prescription 
desk to get a post office money order for 99 cents, payable in 
Hongkong, Kalamazoo or some other outlandish place, and 
to issue which will take practically a half hour from your 
legitimate business without any chance of making anything, 
while if yeu make any mistake you have to bear the loss. Of 
course, you may tell the customer that you cannot issue money 
orders after the business hours of the post office, but if you do 
this you will make him angry and lose his trade and that of 
all his friends. 

“The only argument which has ever been seriously advanced 
in favor of the sale of postage stamps by a retail druggist is 
that indirect benefit accrued from bringing people into the store, 
the idea generally being held that when a man or woman comes 
into the store and buys a postage stamp he or she is very apt 
to buy something else. 

“Now, in the residential section the person who comes to 
buy a stamp is most frequently a servant or a child, and 
having no money to spend they cannot be expected to make 
any purchases, while during the picture card craze the aver- 
age small boy who came in for a postage stamp expected to 
get an assortment of handsome picture cards as a premium. 
Next to children and servants, women are the most frequent 
customers in the residential section, and the same spirit of 
economy which will lead the average woman to spend 20 cents 
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in carfare in order to attend a bargain sale where she can save 
11 cents, prevents her from being a very profitable patron in 
connection with the postage stamp business. As far as my 
observation goes, women do not make casual purchases. They 
certainly do not in the drug store. When a woman wants any- 
thing in a drug store she comes for that and she does not buy 
anything she doesn’t specifically come for. With men, I ad- 
mit that there is a possibility of their buying a cigar which 
they might otherwise have bought elsewhere, but outside of 
this possible source of profit, and this in my neighborhood is 
a very small one, I fail to see any advantage to the retail 
druggist in handling postage stamps. I confess that having 
once gotten into this business I lack the moral courage required 
to get out. If I should stop furnishing postage stamps I would 
certainly give a great many people offense, though in continuing 
to do so I do not win their good will. 

“The money order business is very unsatisfactory for the 
reason that the Government has let it generally be under- 
stood that money orders can be cashed in substations. As a 
matter of fact, the Government does permit any substation to 
cash a money order provided the station happens to have money 
order funds (not stamp funds, which is a different fund, and 
a separate account of which must be rendered) and provided 
that the druggist cashing the money order assumes the re- 
sponsibility for the identity of the holder. These two provisos 
place the druggist in a very awkward position. In the first 
place, the matter of identification is frequently a very difficult 
process, and the druggist has to take the risk of giving offense 
as to the knowledge of the identity of a customer whose face 
had been familiar for years but whom he does not know by 
name. Moreover, the money order fund is allowed to accumu- 
late only up to the amount of $50, and as soon as this sum is 
reached the entire amount is turned into the post office. This 
being done, in the morning a customer may come in with a 
money order for $10, and when told that there are no funds with 
which to cash this money order the druggist has got a cross 
customer on his hands, to whom it is practically impossible 
to demonstrate that the druggist is not trying to cheat him in 
some way. When a man goes to the main post office and is 
catechized as to his identity he may get angry at the Govern- 
ment but he does not blame the clerk, but when he comes to 
the retail druggist, in whose store he may have been once a 
week for several years, his self-esteem is hurt by the fact 
that the druggist does not recognize him by name, and instead 
of being angry with the United States Government, which has 
laid down the regulations, he is angry with the druggist, who 
is called upon to enforce them. 

“Where the druggist has no substation, I am convinced 
that the interference with his regular trade by the postage 
stamp customers is so detrimental as to more than counter- 
balance any possible profit accruing from the trade thus 
brought into the store. Once when alone in my store and com- 
pounding a difficult and tedious prescription for an impatient 
customer I determined not to allow the postage stamp buyers 
to interrupt my prescription work, and before that prescrip- 
tion was completed I was under the necessity of “ turning 
down” eight applicants for postage stamps, each of whom no 
doubt felt a sense of personal grievance for being turned down, 
which more than counterbalanced the courtesies extended to 
him in furnishing postage stamps for eight or ten years. If, 
on the other hand, I had allowed these postage stamp buyers 
to interrupt my prescription compounding the customer wait- 
ing for the prescription would certainly have had good cause 
to feel grieved and would have no doubt taken his prescription 
elsewhere to be filled. 

“On the whole, I am convinced that the sale of postage 
stamps by the retail druggist does not pay, either directly or in- 
directly.” 


A well-known medical journal offers this advice: “If the 
child does not thrive on fresh milk, boil it.’ Why not begin 
by merely spanking it; it may learn to like it after awhile?— 
Atlanta Journal. 
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Boston Preparing to Receive a Record Breaking Attendance—To 
Meet at Paul Revere Hall—Massachusetts College the Head- 
quarters—Elaborate Entertainment Planned—Great Enthusiasm 

(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, July 19.—Arrangements are being rapidly ‘perfected 
for the coming annual convention of the N. A. R. D., which it 
has been decided to hold in Paul Revere Hall, Huntington ave- 
nue. This is an ideal convention hall because of its convenient 
location to hotels, steam and electric railroads. Accommoda- 
tions have been secured at the nearby hotels, Copley Square, 
Lenox and Nottingham, the former being the official head- 
quarters. Because of the important business questions to be 
considered, the many historical surroundings of the Hub and 
the opportunity to travel in the month of September an at- 
tendance larger than ever before known is anticipated. Ample 
provision is to be made for the entertainment and enjoyment 
of all and a special committee will look after the interests of 
the ladies. A genuine fish dinner (New England style) is one 
of the unique features promised. Those desiring further in- 
formation should apply to J. Arthur Bean, chairman of the 
Committee on Information, who is fully prepared to distribute 
publicity. All correspondence should be addressed to Massa- 
chusetts College of Pharmacy, St. Botolph and Garrison streets. 
F. F. Ernst, chairman of the Convention Committee, has ap- 
pointed the following heads of committees to assist in con- 
vention work: Committee on Transportation, J. P. Collins, 
chairman; Reception, C. P. Flynn, chairman; Entertainment, 
John J. Tobin, chairman; Finance, H. O. Nute, chairman; 
Hotel and Accommodations, Prof. E. H. La Pierre, chairman ; 
Ladies’ Auxiliary, C. H. Packard, chairman; Information, J. 
Arthur Bean, chairman; Souvenir, S. V. Rintels, chairman; 
Telephone, H. O. Nute, chairman; Press and Publicity, J. F. 
Finneran, chairman. 

The various committees have already taken up their labors 
with an enthusiasm which augurs success. The monetary 
question has been vigorously attacked and Mr. Nute’s committee 
is already in the field for donations from proprietors and whole- 
sale houses. Checks should be made payable to BH. H. La 
Pierre. 

The Committee on Reception, under Mr. Flynn, has also 
made commendable progress and the other chairmen are not 
being outdone in the rapidity of completing plans. Flora BE. 
Sleeper, Ph. C., is the official stenographer for the various com- 
mittees, 

M. J. Finneran, of Boston, chairman of the Press Committee 
for the annual meeting of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists, has sent out the following notice of the meeting for 
publication in the drug journals: 

The annual convention of the National Association of Retail 
Druggists will be held at Paul Revere Hall, Huntington avenue, 
Boston, Mass., commencing Monday, September 18, 1905. This 
hall is situated near hotels, railway stations and street railways 
and will undoubtedly be considered by all the ideal convention 
hall. 

The Committee on Hotels has secured accommodations for 
the visitors at the Lenox, Nottingham and Copley Square, the 
latter having been secured as headquarters. 

Business of great importance will be transacted at this con- 
vention, and every druggist who is able should be present to 
give it his approval, not only from a commercial but from a 
professional standpoint. Aside from the business reasons that 
should prompt you to attend are the thoughts of paying a visit 
to that part of our country that has done so much to make 
history. September is the ideal month for visiting our beauti- 
ful city, and if you come we will endeavor to show you how we 
entertain visitors in Boston. 

The Committee on Entertainment has in mind as part of 
its programme a trip on the ocean and a genuine New England 
fish dinner at some one of the nearby coast resorts. 

Be sure and bring the ladies, and we will see that they are 
well cared for, as a special committee for their entertainment 
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has been appointed who will make special efforts to see that 
they enjoy themselves better than the male members of their 
families. 

If you have never visited Boston this is the chance that you 
must have been waiting for, and the Convention Committee can 
assure you that your trip will be of great benefit to you in 
many ways. 

The Committee on Information, of which J. Arthur Bean is 
chairman, will be glad to give all intending visitors any in- 
formation they may require as to the distance from Boston of 
any of the cities and towns in New England which they may 
care to visit. 

Keep the convention in your mind and if possible spend your 
vacation, this year at least, in Boston. 

F. F. Ernst is the chairman of the Convention Committee 
and has appointed the following committees to assist him in 
carrying out the details of the convention in making it a suc- 
cess: Committee on Transportation, J. P. Collins, chairman; 
Reception, C. P. Flynn, chairman; Entertainment, John J. 
Tobin, chairman; Finance, H. O. Nute, chairman; Hotel and 
Accommodations, Prof. E. H. La Pierre, chairman; Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, C. H. Packard, chairman; Information, J. Arthur 
Bean, chairman; Souvenir, S. V. Rintels, chairman; Telephone, 
H. O. Nute, chairman; Press and Publicity, J. F. Finneran, 
chairman. 

Headquarters for correspondence, Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy, St. Botolph street, Boston, Mass., where all letters 
should be addressed to insure a speedy reply. 


Registered in Illinois. 


At the recent examination conducted by the Illinois State 
Board of Pharmacy in Chicago the following passed successful 
examinations: 


Registered Pharmacists: B. R. 
’. G. Anderson, C, M. A. Adseth, T. 
Cc, D. Boring, C. F. Buschick, A. Chittick, 
Curtis, T. C. Dedman, J. W. Drewitz, ke ‘B, Fisk, Fo Hallett, H. 
Hartley, P. L. Hawkins, J. T. Holvay, J. C. Higgins, M. Indovina, B. 
Jerico, E. Johnson, H. A. Johnson, C. J. Kollar, jr., A. BE. Lee, W. C. 
Leonard, W. F. Locke, A. Lofstrom, C. B. Menzies, J. G. Mick, G. H. 
an BE. orgy E. L. Naviaux, J. J. Reinhofer, C. R. R. 
Rugg, F. Rice, A. e Schenk, M. F. Schomer, G. F. S 
Sta iteld, A. Vrettes, C. A. Walz, J. P. N. Waterloo, A. C. Weissenborn, 
V. D. Weisenburger, all of Chicago; F. H. Bess, Peoria ; O. Burton, New- 
ton; C, R. Clothier, Polo; L. A. Dickhut, Quincy; G. G. Dillow, Don- 
gola; J.C. Freemon, Argenta ; BR. E. Granger, Kasbeer; W. B. Keusink, 


Abrams, L. N. Alt, H. W. Anderson, 
A. ps 8. pees, V. Bologna, 


Cobb, F. Coffey, A. = 


Champaign; M. Lundberg, Blue Island; FE. R. F. Maag, Pana; W. R. 
Moflitt, Chillicothe; V. C. Murphey, Cuba; F, > Nester, jr., Bast = 
Louis; R. O. Ostrowski, Hammond, [nd.; C. A. Voigt, Cairo; O. 


Wertz, eee oe 

Time gh ag F. R. Clause, Leo Gans, H. F. Krohn, B. R. Newman, 
Cc. M. Olson, E. Schmidt, of Chicago, and A. M. Resh, Freeport. 

Assistant Pharmacists: W. L. mage ge H. C. Brown, M. B. Fel- 
tenstein, C. D. Gauthier, A. H, Géette, B. Grebel, L. M. Haeller, J. 
R. Hall, S. L. Harnit, H. Han nsen, F. J. Rinne, J. Maulella, W. 8. 
Mayhew, G. B. Meredith, M. J. Meyerowitz, J. BE. Miller, C. W. Moore, 
7 J. Peters. J. A. Ragor, J. G. peoeing, A. J. Sachse, G. A. Schnadt, 

G. Stahlfeld, G. J. Toussing, W. F. Von Zelinski, of Chicago; A. G. 
Ackeimann uiney ; oO. E. Be saan er, Quincy; G. Eirele, Quincy; 

Voxford, Morris; F. H. Foster, aywood; W. Grimes, Clinton; 

i. P Kile, Rockford ; N. J. Kurt, Aurora; J. P., Lester, Berwyn; T. J. 
Murphy, Cardiff; W. A. Neill, Harvey; J. W. Robinson, Aurora; C. BE. 
Schultz, Joliet; J. T. Sexton, Peoria; A. Sundine, Moline. 


Registered in Massachusetts. 
The State Board of Pharmacy held seven examinations dur- 
ing June, at which the following candidates were successful : 


Vital J. ourgeoh, Taunton; Walter J. Burke, Clinton; William J. 
yous, Brookli Thomas A West, Wellesley ; William C. Dodge, 
Southboro; John. A. Donahoe, Natick; Thomas P. Grimes, South Bos- 
ion, Charles M. Lister, Boston; Henry H. Place, Fall River; Harry J. 
Richard, Boston; Percival C. Ross, Cambridge; Joseph S, Walsh, Law- 
rence ; Joseph A. Bolduc, Fall River; William A. Wilson, Lynn; Manuel 
RB. Francis, Winchester ; Arthur Hill, Melrose; Walter W. Gumb, Mal- 
den; Edward W. B. McClellan, Brookline ; Harry L. Scott, Worcester ; 
Frank S. earns, Maynard. 


An old darky was taken ill, and called in a physician of his 
own race. After a time, as there was no sign of improvement, 
he asked for a white doctor. Soon after arriving, Dr. —— felt 
the old man’s pulse and then examined his tongue, ‘“ Did your 
other doctor take your temperature?” he asked. “I don’t 
know, boss,” replied the sick negro. “TI hain’t missed anything 
but my watch as yet.” 
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Slight Change in the Atlantic City Programme—Twenty-five 
Additional Applications for Membership—Transportation Ar- 
tangements Perfected—Many Scientific Papers Promised. 


In view of the fact that E. H. Gane, chairman of the Section 
on Scientific Papers, has engaged Professor Baskerville to 
deliver a lecture on radium before the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association on Friday, September 8, at 8 p.m., no other 
day and hour suiting the lecturer, who is now in Europe in 
attendance on the meeting of the Society of Chemical Industry, 
the draft of the proposed programme has been amended to read 
as follows: 

PROGRAMME OF THE MEETING. 


Monday, September 4—10 a.m., council meeting; 3 p.m., first 
general session; 8.30 p.m., reception to the visiting members. 

Tuesday, September 5—10 a.m., second general session ; 
3 p.m., meeting of American Conference of Pharmaceutical 
Faculties; meeting of Association of Boards of Pharmacy ; 
8 p.m., session of the Section on Historical Pharmacy. 

Wednesday, September 6—10 a.m., session of the Section on 
Pharmaceutical Education and Legislation; 3 p.m., session of 
the Section on Pharmaceutical Education and Legislation ; 
8 p.m., session of the Section on Scientific Papers. 

Thursday, September 7—10 a.m., session of the Section on 
Scientific Papers; 3 p.m., session of the Section on Commercial 
Interests; 8 p.m., session of the Section on Practical Pharmacy 
and Dispensing. 

Friday, September 8—10 a.m., session of the Section on Prac- 
tical Pharmacy and Dispensing; 3 p.m., installation of officers ; 
8 p.m., lecture on radium, by Prof. Chas. Baskerville. 

Saturday, September 9—10 a.m., final general session. 

Menday, September 11, to Saturday, September 16, social 
sessions. 

In all other respects the programme will stand as originally 
presented. While it may seem to some members desirable to 
have simultaneous sessions of the sections, this plan is not 
feasible on account of involving the necessity for an additional 
stenographer. Friday afternoon has been selected for installa- 
tion of officers, not with the view of occupying the whole after- 
noon, but mainly to gain that much time for the final session and 
thereby avoid the usual and annoying rush caused by the effort 
to close all business. As the whole afternoon of Friday will not 
be needed for installation of officers many will no doubt be 
glad to get some rest, as no time has been allowed for enter- 
tainments except Monday and Friday nights. At the Kansas 
City meeting the association at large refused to approve the 
action of the Committee on President’s Address in recommend- 
ing the suggestion to set aside a special session for installation 
of officers, but much time will be gained if these functions be 
eliminated from the final session. 

A few minor changes may be made in this programme, and, 
if so, will be announced at the first general session on Monday, 
September 4. 

ADDITIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP. 


Twenty-five additional names have been proposed to the 
council for membership in the association, making a total of 
116 names which have been proposed this year. 


THE SCIENTIFIC SECTION. 


Chairman E. H. Gane has issued a preliminary note to the 
effect that the following papers have been promised for the 


coming meeting: 

The Crystalline Alkaloid of Colpeentane Glaucus, by H. M. Gordin; 
Chemical Examination of Grindelia, by F. B. Power and Frank Tutin, 
London, Eng.; The Influence of ‘Alkaline Substances Upon Oxidation 
Processes, by E. sae Hi Ve amy: Germany; The Quantitative Esti- 
mation of Cassein Arny: bt Estimation of Caffeine in Pres- 
ence of Acetan iltde. 'b An periment in Hydrastis 
Wi) a meen at Drug and Chemicals for 
Let the Label ng 8 y * ag . Kebler ; Aloes in the 

~ , RY 1. Wil rt The Adulteration oe 
i v: Qua y 0 oming Into the 
“A Moore, chief chemist “United States Cus- 


—— by J. v. ios, 
Analysis, (2) 
tutta “Btates Pharmaco 
Guns oe 5 

ar 
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toms; Adulteration of Chemicals, w, Oy Be Kebler; Contribution to the 
Chemistry of Chelidonine, by J. ABE re and Burton 8. Knapp; 
Contribution to the Chemistry Bs Bocconia Cordata, by J. O. Schlotter- 
beck and W.H. Blome; The Development and Structure of the Seed of 
Argemone Mexicana, by J. O. Schlotterbeck and Chas. R. Eckler; Gel- 
semium Root, by L. E. Sayre. 


Papers have also been promised by G. C. Dieckman, H. 
Kraemer, E. Kremers and D. Base. 

The following is taken from the official circular recently 
issued by the secretary : 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The Trunk Line Association has granted a rate of one fare 
and a third, on the certificate plan, for the round trip from all 
points in its territory. The other traffic associations have at 
the present date not yet announced a reduced rate, but favorable 
action is expected very shortly. 

To secure the reduced rate full fare must be paid going and 
a certificate (not a mere receipt) obtained from the ticket 
agent. If the ticket agent has no certificates purchase a local 
ticket to the nearest point at which certificates are kept, and 
from that point purchase a through ticket with certificate. 

Tickets at full fare for the going journey may be secured 
from September 1 to 6, both dates inclusive. It has been ar- 
ranged that the special agent of the Trunk Line Passenger As- 
sociation will be in attendance to validate certificates on Sep- 
tember 7 and 8. A fee of 25 cents will be collected by the 
special agent for each certificate validated. Return tickets 
are good only for a continuous passage to point of destination: 
over the same route used in making the going journey. 

Immediately on arriving at Atlantic City the certificate and 
fee of 25 cents should be turned over to Wm. C. Wescott, local 
secretary (office at The Islesworth), who will see that it is 
countersigned and returned to the owner. When this certifi- 
cate, properly indorsed by the special agent of the Trunk Line 
Passenger Association, is presented a return ticket over the- 
same route used in going may be purchased at one-third the. 
full fare. 

Tickets to Atlantic City may be purchased not earlier than 
September 1 nor later than September 6. In the extreme West 
they may be purchased a day earlier. To insure the necessary- 
indorsement of the special agent the certificates must be in 
the hands of the local secretary not later than 10 o’clock a.m. 
of September 8. Return tickets will be good to leave Atlantic 
City not earlier than the evening of September 7 nor later than: 
September 19. 

As some members may desire to remain at Atlantic City 
longer than September 19 round trip excursion tickets may be 
purchased. These will entitle the holder to stop-over privileges 
at certain points, and, according to the Trunk Line Associa- 
tion’s circular, may be used in reckoning the attendance at the 
meeting. Such round trip excursion tickets should be deposited 
with the local secretary on September 7 for inspection by the 
special agent. 

The association has guaranteed that no return tickets will 
be sold to scalpers and will hold to strict individual accounta- 
bility any one who violates this guarantee. 

Additional information about transportation for the differ- 
ent sections of country may be obtained from the committee: 
S. A. D. Sheppard, Boston, Mass.; A. E. Ebert, Chicago, IIl.; 
Chas. G. Merrell, Cincinnati, Ohio; Chas. M. Ford, Denver, 
Col.; Wm. M. Searby, San Francisco, Cal.; Wm. A. Frost, St. 
Paul, Minn.; Max Samson, New Orleans, La.; Caswell A. Mayo, 
New York City; S. P. Watson, Atlanta, Ga.; H. M. Whelpley, 
St. Louis, Mo., and Chas. Caspari, Jr., chairman, Baltimore, Md. 


HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Headquarters of the association will be at The Islesworth, 
in the sun parlor and exchange of which all the sessions will be- 
held. The exhibition will be held in the large café attached 
to the hotel. 

Special rates have been secured at The Islesworth, as fol- 
lows: Single persons in a room, $3.50 per day, although a lim- 
ited number of small rooms may be secured for $3; two persons 
in a room, $2.50 each per day. Baths, $2 per day additional for 
each room. 

The Chalfonte, a large, new brick hotel facing the ocean 
and two blocks away from The Islesworth, has agreed to take 
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members of the American Pharmaceutical Association at $4 
per day for single persons, or $3 each for two persons in a room. 
Baths, same as at The Islesworth. ~ 

Rooms will be assigned in regular order, and it is therefore 
suggested that early application be made for same, coupled 
with a request for number of room assigned. This will avoid 
confusion upon arrival, and trunks properly tagged with room 
number will be promptly placed. 

It is well known that there is a very large number of hotels 
and cottages at Atlantic City—between 700 and 800—where 
board can be had at all prices, from $1.50 to $5 per day, to suit 
the various tastes of visitors. ; 

Essays and papers to be read at the meeting should be for- 
warded without delay to the chairmen of the respective sections 
—viz.: Scientific Papers, Eustace H. Gane, 91 Fulton street, 
New York City; Commercial Interests, Chas. R. Sherman, 102 
South Sixteenth street, Omaha, Neb.; Education and Legisla- 
tion, Harry B. Mason, P. O. Box 484, Detroit, Mich.; Practical 
Pharmacy and Dispensing, Chas. A. Rapelye, 853 Main street, 
Hartford, Conn.; Historical Pharmacy, Albert BE. Ebert, 426 
State street, Chicago, Ill. 


PRIZE MEMBERSHIP. 


The Missouri Pharmaceutical Association, at its recent an- 
nual meeting, awarded nomination for membership and the 
1905 dues in the A. Ph. A. to A. N. Collins, of St. Louis, who 
recognized the greatest number of crude drugs in a recent 
contest. The Missouri association urges other State organiza- 
tions to offer similar prizes. 

Prof. H. V. Arny, of the Cleveland School of Pharmacy, 
began in 1908 offering a prize of nomination for membership 
and three years’ dues in the A. Ph. A. This prize he continues 
each year. 

THE EXHIBIT. 


A circular giving particulars of the drug exhibit to be held 
at the Hotel Islesworth, Atlantic City, in connection with the 
annual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Association 
has been sent out by the committee in charge of the matter, of 
which Henry P. Hynson, of Baltimore, is chairman. The dis- 
play will open on Tuesday, September 4, and continue accessible 
to visitors the rest of the week. Exhibitors have all day Mon- 
day, September 3, until midnight to arrange their displays, 
and all the stands must be in readiness on the morning of the 
4th. A full description of the character of the goods and the 
nature of the display must be sent to the committee at least 
ten days after the application is filed and certain other stipu- 
lations are insisted upon. The hail has been laid off into 79 
spaces, and the prices range from $10 to $40. Nearly the whole 
of the receipts will be available for the benefit of the associa- 
tion. The members of the committee, besides Mr. Hynson, are: 
John G. Godding, Boston; W. C. Anderson, New York; W. L. 
Cliffe, Philadelphia; Louis Emanuel, Pittsburgh; Alfred De 
Lang, Cincinnati; Eugene R. Selzer, Cleveland; F. S. Hereth, 
Chicago; Joseph Helfman, Detroit; E. A. Sennewald, St. Louis ; 
F. C. Godbold, New Orleans; George F. Payne, T. A. Miller, 
Richmond; F. C. Henry, Washington; John A. Davis, Balti- 
more. ; 

Applications for membership may be sent to the secretary 
of the committee, H. M. Whelpley, 2342 Albion place, St. Louis, 
Mo., up to September 1, after which date they should be sent 
to him in care of The Islesworth, Atlantic City, N. J. 


Illegally Sold Cocaine; Heavily Fined. 


Owing to the fact that his conviction was the first one in 
Essex County under the new law prohibiting the selling of 
cocaine except on the presentation of a physician’s prescrip- 
tion, Michael Rubin, a druggist, of 186 Prince street, Newark, 
got off with a fine of $100 in the Court of Quarter Sessions 
recently. Judge Skinner gave significant warning, however, 
that like offenders in the future need expect no mercy. Rubin 
pleaded guilty to selling the drug to Frank George, May 17 
last, without a prescription. 
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PHARMACISTS MEET AT SEA. 


Virginia Pharmacists Guests of Rhode Island—Visit Boston Too— 
Novel and Successful Meeting on the Ocean. 


The Virginia Pharmaceutical Association combined business 
with pleasure in a very delightful way for their annual meet- 
ing July 10-15. 

They chartered staterooms on the Merchants’ and Miners’ 
steamship Dorchester, leaving Norfolk Monday, July 10, and 
arrived in Providence early in the morning Wednesday, July 12, 
having held business meetings on the way. 

The arrangements were made by the enthusiastic and effi- 
cient president, T. A. Miller, Richmond, and were carried 
through without a hitch. : 

The members were the guests of the Rhode Island Pharma- 
ceutical Association on Wednesday. They were driven about 
Providence in the morning, and were received by the Governor 
at 12 o’clock. Dinner was served at the Pomham Club, and was 
such a one as has given the Narragansett Bay region its world 
wide fame for clambakes and fish dinners. 

Thursday morning an early start was made for Boston, 
where the visitors were the guests of the American Soda Foun- 
tain Company, which had delegated the arrangements for the 
day to R. H. Thomas, the local manager of sales in Virginia; 
BE. C. Tracey, manager of the sundries and supply departments 
of the company; E. L, Tufts, jr., of the Boston selling force, 
and W. S. Stone, of the executive department. 

They reached the South Station at 9.20, where one-half of the 
party immediately embarked in one of the “ Seeing Boston ”’ ob- 
servation automobiles, under the guidance of President Miller, 
Messrs. Tufts and Stone, for a trip through the historic parts of 
the city to Bunker Hill, where the party alighted, and to the 
Charlestown Navy Yard, where opportunity was given to go 
aboard the historic frigate Constitution. 

The rest of the party, with Messrs. Thomas and Tracey, took 
a “Seeing Boston” electric car through Charlestown, Somer- 
ville, Arlington and Cambridge (where the route went on three 
sides of Harvard University and in sight of the Longfellow and 
James Russell Lowell homes, and under the Washington Elm), 
and the beautiful residential section of the Boston Back Bay. 

Luncheon was served at the Trade Club, where the ladies’ 
reception and dining rooms were given over to the exclusive use 
of the party. 

In the afternoon the groups exchanged vehicles over the 
same routes as were covered in the morning. At five o’clock the 
party scattered, the ladies to shop and the gentlemen to go 
through the Subway and elsewhere as fancy dictated, returning 
to Providence on various early evening trains in time for the 
steamer, which was scheduled to sail at 9.30. 

There were about eighty in the party, among whom were 
noticed President T. A. Miller, G. T. Mankin, R. L. Gardner, W. 
K. Hodges and wife, W. H. Lawson and wife, H. A. Saul, T. 8S. 
Howell, T. P. Parish, wife and son; W. L. Lyle, J. C. Johnson, 
W. T. Wood, N. T. Ennett, C. P. Kearfott and wife, E. L. Bran- 
dis, Willtam Stokes, H. S. Eley and wife, W. B. Grove, Richard 
Gwathmey and wife, C. B. Fleat and wife, James L. Avis and 
wife, R. L. Powers, R. L. Walker, T. N. Curd, J. H. Thompson 
and wife, F. S. Haile and wife, E. R. Joynes, H. S. Arrington, 
Dr. J. S. Turner and wife, J. H. Mebane, W. G. Williams and 
wife, G. M. Farrar, C. H. Sebrell, R. W. Miller, J. T. Watson, 
wife and daughter ; E. C. Hammer, Miss Watson, Miss Hammer, 
Mrs. Rau, the Misses Smith and Mrs. Jordan. 


To Amend Virginia Pharmacy Laws. 

Norfolk, Va., July 21.—At the annual meeting of the Vir- 
ginia Pharmaceutical. Association the following officers were 
elected: President, T. A. Miller, of Richmond; first vice-presi- 
dent, E. C. Hamner, of Lynchburg; second vice-president, W. 
G. Williams; secretary, C. B. Fleet, of Lynchburg; local secre- 
tary, H. S. Arlington, of Norfolk; treasurer, Henry Eley, of 
Suffolk; Executive Committee—R. W. Miller, E. L. Brandis 
and Mr. Curd, all of Richmond. The association agreed upon 
certain changes in the State pharmaceutical laws to be recom- 
mended to the next Legislature. 
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URGE PHARMACY LAW CHANGES. 





Amendments Recommended at Ohio State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation Meeting. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, July 21.—-I'he annual convention of the 
Ohio State Pharmaceutical Association was held at Cedar 
Point, Ohio, on June 20-23. President Fickardt in his annual 
address recommended a more stringent enforcement of the 
cocaine law and the poison law, that delegates to the N. A. R. D. 
convention be allowed $25 for expense instead of total expense 
as at present, and that the association should go on record in 
condemning patent medicines containing harmful or insidious 
drugs. 

The committee on Pharmacy laws, through its chairman, 
Professor Beal, offered four recommendations: That the en- 
forcement of the pharmacy law be performed through the office 
and clerical force of the Food and Dairy Commissioner; that 
a certificate of pharmacy should not be void simply for failure 
on the part of a pharmacist to renew it, but the same be 
renewed on payment of fine without examination; that the 
cocaine feature of the poison law be repealed and the model or 
draft submitted to the American Association be substituted, 
and that graduation should be a prerequisite for examination. 
These subjects should be approached very carefully and only 
on the line laid down in the committee’s report. 

The officers for the ensuing year are: President, Z. T. 
Baltzley, Massillon; vice-president, E. <A. Schellentrager, 
Cleveland; second vice-president, L. H. fFlocken, Marion; 
permanent treasurer, John H. Von Stein, Upper Sandusky ; 
permanent secretary, Theodore D. Wetterstroem, Cincinnati ; 
Executive Committee, John H. McCann, Toledo; Miss Norma 
Stoner, Springfield; Frank Amann, Portsmouth. 

The association formally indorsed the project of a National 
Druggists’ Fire Insurance Company. 


The Colorado Pharmaceutical Association. 


The sixteenth annual meeting of the Colorado Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association was held at the Cliff House at Manitou on June 
20, 21 and 22. Although the attendance was not so large as in 
some of the former years, what was lacking numerically was 
more than made up in enthusiasm by those faithful ones who 
regularly attend and by the new members taken in at the meet- 
ing. 

The association partially indorsed the N. A. R. D., but 
there seems to be a feeling among many of the members that 
the N. A. R. D. is doing them no particular good, hence a cer- 
tain amount of apathy. The president, C. J. Clayton, in 
his annual address recommended continued affiliation, and 
the committee to whom his address was referred indorsed that 
portion of his address in the strongest terms. 

The Mann bill was indorsed, and letters will be sent to the 
Members of the House of Representatives from Colorado tell- 
ing them it is the desire of all their druggist constituents 
and their friends that they work and vote for this measure. 

The entertainment features of this meeting were more 
elaborate than anything ever before attempted. The secretary 
had written to all the manufacturers who ever sold or ever 
expect to sell goods to the druggists of Colorado and induced 
them to donate liberally, and in turn has given them more 
than value received in the shape of good advertising. 

The newly elected officers are: President, Chas. H. Wells, of 
Pueblo; first vice-president, Dan. Y. Wheeler, of Denver ; second 
vice-president, B. F. Baldwin, of Pueblo; treasurer, S. L. Bres- 
ler, of Denver; secretary, Chas. E. Ward, of Denver. The 
time and place of the next meeting were left to the Executive 
Committee. 

The travelers have come out boldly and say they are going 
to work as never before to build up and strengthen the asso- 
ciation. 

Several interesting papers were read at this meeting on The 
Pharmacy Law, Profitable Side Lines, Advertising, etc. The 
subject of substitution came in for a great deal of discussion 
and it seemed to be the opinion of the majority that it was 
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not nearly so prevalent as some would like to have the public 
think it was. One member, who is both doctor and druggist, 
said the word should be dropped and “ therapeutic equivalent ” 
used in its stead. The manufacturers came in for most of the 
blame that was attached to this phase of the business. 


The Maine Association. 

Bangor, Maine, July 21.—At the annual business meeting of 
the Maine Pharmaceutical Association, held at the Mt. Pleasant 
House on July 6, about 150 delegates from different parts of 
the State being in attendance, a number of interesting papers 
were read and were followed by some discussion. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: 

‘A. W. Meserve, Kennebunk, president. 

John Williamson, Portland, first vice-president. 

O. W. Jones, Auburn, second vice-president. 

H. J. Hathaway, Houlton, third vice-president. 

M. L. Porter, Danforth, secretary. 

W. I. Drew, Portland, treasurer. 

Cc. H. Davis, Bangor, and C. T. Traynor, Biddeford, mem- 
bers of Executive Committee. 

M. L. Porter, Danforth; G. R. Wiley, Bethel; W. I. Drew, 
Portland, delegates to the National Association. 

Nominations for Commissioner of Pharmacy: F. W. Putnam, 
F. C. Cox, Bath; S. C. Kinney, Houlton; O. W. Jones, Auburn; 
H. D. McClern, Boothbay Harbor; C. T. Traynor, Biddeford. 


The Maryland Association. 

Betterton, Md., July 21.—The Maryland Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation at its recent annual meeting elected the following offi- 
cers: President, M. A. Toulson, of Chestertown; first vice- 
president, Henry Howard; second vice-president, J. J. Barnett; 
third vice-president, Dr. W. C. Carson; treasurer, H. R. Rudy; 
secretary, Louis Schultze; Executive Committee—H. A. B. Dun- 
ning, Charles Schmidt and J. H. Black. 


Vermont State Meeting. 

Burlington, Vt., July 21.—The twelfth annual meeting of 
the Vermont State Pharmaceutical Association was held here 
on July 12-18. The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, F. W. Mitchell of Richford; first vice-president, C. F. 
Bigelow of Newport; second vice-president, W. R. Warner of 
Vergennes; third vice-president, F. B. Pierce of Barton; secre- 
tary, W. E. Terrill of Montpelier; treasurer and _ assistant 
secretary, D. F. Davis of Barre; trustees of the permanent 
fund, F. W. Pierce of Chester, W. F. Root of Brattleboro and 
Z. B. Hopkins of Brandon. 


DIRECT CONTRACT SUSTAINED. 
/ —_—_—_—— 
Peruna Company Wins Its Case Against Druggist Hughes, of 
Minneapolis. 


Minneapolis, July 21.—Based on the principles handed down 
by the United States Circuit and Supreme Courts on “ unfair 
competition,” Judge William Lochren of the United States 
Court has decided the case of the Peruna Drug Company against 
W. J. Hughes, the local druggist, in favor of the complain- 
ant, Samuel B. Hartman, Columbus, Ohio. The demurrer of 
Hughes was overruled and an injunction ordered restraining 
the defendant, during the pendency of the suit, from in any 
manner inducing or persuading directly or indirectly any per- 
son or firm who has entered into a contract with the Peruna 
company to sell to the defendant any of the medicine or to 
break the contract. 

The defendant is further restrained from attempting to 
procure the medicine contrary to the contracts or to sell the 
remedy at less than the retail price or to in any way mutilate, 
destroy or alter the labels or wrappers. Finally the injunction 
restrains the proprietor of the cut rate drug store from attempt- 
ing to dissuade intending purchasers of Peruna from making 
purchases of the defendant by any false or untrue statements 
as to the ingredients or effect of the medicine. 











PROGRESS OF N. A. R. D. WORK. 





Steady but Slow—Force of Local Organizers Reduced— Working 
on Battery Districts. 


The organization staff of the N. A. R. D. in this city has 
been reduced to six men—namely, Messrs. Bellaire, Adams, 
De Shetley, Barrett, Bohan and Swann. All of Manhattan with 
the exception of the lower part toward the Battery has been 
organized, and very satisfactory progress has been made in 
Brooklyn. The force of organizers was reduced on the recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee of the M. A. R. D., who 
pointed out the futility of maintaining a full force of organizers 
here during the summer months. It is quite likely that the 
present number will be still further reduced in the near future, 
leaving about two organizers in the field here. 

The men have been working hard the past two weeks to 
bring the remaining districts of the city into line. The so- 
called Battery districts are giving the most trouble. A tem- 
porary organization has been effected in the Fourth district, 
but the First, Second, Third and Seventh districts in that 
section of the borough remain to be organized. The work is 
slow and is expected to be slow in these districts from now on. 
As Colonel Duble said the other day, “It requires long and 
persistent argument to bring them into line, but they are bound 
to come in eventually.” A great deal of the work now consists 
in winning over individual druggists who have held out against 
the present movement. While this work seems comparatively 
light and unimportant, it is really far more important than 
appears on the surface, for, as a rule, these men—particularly 
the larger druggists—are factors in their respective localities 
and their attitude is closely watched and followed by other 
druggists in their neighborhood. A case in point was cited 
the other day. A large druggist in one of the lower districts 
of Manhattan was finally won over to the cause, and he is now 
just as enthusiastic in supporting the N. A. R. D. movement 
as he was against it. 
organization and last week, of his own volition, sent out a 
strong circular letter to the druggists of that section urging 
them to join the movement and calling them to a mass meeting 
at which Colonel Duble delivered one of his stirring and 
pointed addresses. Many similar instances could be mentioned 
in connection with the work, all of which goes to show that 
splendid progress has been made in New York so far. 

Secretary Swann, of the M. A. R. D., went to Boston last 
week to make arrangements for the New York delegates to the 
N. A. R. D. convention which will be held there in September. 
It is expected that between 25 and 30 will attend from Greater 
New York. 


Voegeli’s Fine New Drug Store. 


Minneapolis, July 21.—One of the most unique and distinc- 
tive drug stores in America will occupy the corner of Seventh 
street and Nicollet avenue when the alterations now taking 
place at that corner are completed and Voegeli’s new drug store 
is formally opened to the public. Hammer, saw and plane are 
busy there, and though customers throng in, partly through 
curiosity to see the magnificent new fountain and partly drawn 
hither by the fame of a name long connected with cooling 
drinks, the building is still in the throes of transformation, from 
which, however, it will emerge one of the finest stores of its 
kind not only in the city, but in the country. The new front 
facing Nicollet and Seventh streets will be a dream in glass, 
50 feet of the transparent crystal reaching from floor to ceiling, 
fronting on both streets and allowing the public full view of the 
exquisite interior. 

The fountain, which is the piéce de résistance of the new 
store, is without exception the finest of its kind ever manufac- 
tured in America, displays alone the expenditure of $12,000, 
and is a marvel in quiet beauty and exquisite taste. A ceiling 
in white and gold completes an interior notable for its exqui- 
site beauty and taste and representing, with all alterations, an 
investment of $35,000. 


He became the chairman of the district n 
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THE SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 


Meets in London Under an American President—Large Attendance 
- and Elaborate Entertainment. 


Press dispatches from London give information of a large 
attendance at the annual meeting of the Society of Chemical 
Industry, which opened in London on July 10 with a special re- 
ception at University College to the American and Colonial 
members. William H. Nichols, president of the General Chemi- 
cal Company, of New York, who was elected president of the 
society last year to succeed Sir William Ramsay, the dis- 
coverer of the elements helium, argon and crypton, in his presi- 
dential address discussed the best methods for operating a large 
chemical industry. 

On Monday, July 10, President Nichols gave a dinner at the 
Café Royal to about 100 persons, almost all members of the 
society, and a reception at the Royal Botanic Gardens. The 
members visited Woolwich Arsenal at the special request of 
the American Ambassador and also the Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich on Tuesday. Wednesday evening the annual din- 
ner took place at Goldsmith’s Hall. At the same hour a dinner 
was given to the women of the party at the Café Royal, at 
which Sir William Ramsay presided. The Americans, accom- 
panied by their English friends, visited the home of Lord 
Tennyson, the principal points of interest in London, Canter- 
bury Cathedral, Nottingham, Liverpool, Manchester, Durham 
and Scotland. Some of the party will visit large chemical 
establishments in Germany. The Americans in attendance at 
the meeting included Prof. Charles F. Chandler, Prof, Virgil 
Coblentz, Prof. Charles Baskerville, Dr. Nicholas Murray But- 
ler, president of Columbia University, and many others. 


Wisconsin Association Holds Silver Jubilee. 


The Wisconsin Pharmaceutical Association held its silver 
jubilee meeting at Madison on July 11 to 14. The meeting, 
which was largely attended by druggists from all over the 
State, was a decided success. One of the principal matters 
acted upon was a revision of the pharmacy laws of the State, 
and the following were appointed by President T. H. Spence as 
a committee to draft amendments to the pharmacy laws of the 
State: W. H. Barr, Milwaukee, chairman; A. F. Menges, Madi- 
son; S. A. Lange, Milwaukee; Chas. Pfeifer, Plymouth, and H. 
B. Allen, Richland Center. 

At the close of the meeting the following men were nomina- 
ted from which the Governor is to select one as a member of the 
State Pharmacy Board: H. Eberly, Watertown; R. A. Dadd, 
Milwaukee, and H. B. Allen, Richland Center. 

The following officers were. eleeted: President, H. S. Schulz, 
Milwaukee; first vice-president, A. A. DuMez, Cashton; second 
vice-president, H. G. Lemke, Merrill; secretary, Henry Roll- 
man, Chilton: treasurer, W. P. Clark, Milton; A. B. Fick, of 
Milwaukee, State representative of the association; Ed. Wil- 
liams, of Madison, as delegate to the N. A. R.-D.; Alternate, H. 
G. Eberly, Watertown; local secretary, Chas. J. Sacksteder, 
Appleton ; assistant local secretaries, F. M. Charlesworth, Kau- 
kauna and Edward Marsh, of Neenah. 

The next annual meeting will be held next July in the 
cities of Appleton, Neenah, Menasha and Kaukauna, with 
headquarters at Appleton. 


Asks Damages of Drug Company. 

Louisville, Ky., July 21—Joseph F. Allgeier has brought 
suit against C. B. and G. W. Rademaker, doing business as 
Rademaker’s Pharmacy, asking damages of $10,000 for injuries 
alleged to have been sustained by reason of the careless filling 
of a prescription and the consequent taking by the plaintiff of 
an overdose of strong drugs.. The plaintiff says that on June 
5, 1905, he took a prescription to the pharmacy of the defend- 
ants at Shelby and Camp streets to be filled, and that it was 
so negligently filled that some of the ingredients were exag- 
gerated in quantities and the plaintiff was rendered violently 
ill and made to suffer excruciating pain. 
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Obituary. 





CHRISTIAN F. G. MEYER. 

Cable dispatches announce the death in Homburg-von-der 
Hohe, Germany, on Wednesday, July 12, of Christian F. G. 
Meyer in the seventy-fifth year of his age. Mr. Meyer was 
founder and president of the Meyer Brothers’ Drug Company, 
St. Louis, Mo., and was one of the oldest citizens of that city. 
He was born in Prussia in December, 1830, and in 1847, when a 
poor boy, he came to this country seeking his fortune. In 1852 
he founded the Meyer Brothers’ Drug Company, at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and moved to St. Louis in 1859. The modest establish- 
ment founded by him in 1852 has since grown to be what is 
probably the largest jobbing drug house in the world. Several 
years ago Mr. Meyer transferred the care of his vast business 
interests to his sons and had enjoyed a well earned rest with 
the wife who had shared his joys and sorrows for over 50 years, 
the golden jubilee of his wedding having been celebrated sev- 
eral years ago by a large gathering of his friends and admirers. 
Mr. Meyer was an active member of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association and had contributed several valuable con- 
tributions to its proceedings. He was a man of the simplest 
manners, easy of approach, cordial and kindly to all with whom 
he came in contact, and remained the simple “ Deutsche 
Apotheke” up to the close of his career, leaving many warm 
friends to mourn his death. 

DIED. 

Esic.—In Plattsburg, Mo., on Thursday, June 22, Guy Esig, 
of Spokane, Wash. 

Girovx.—In Quebec, Canada, on Monday, July 10, Edmond 
Giroux, in the sixty-seventh year of his age. 

Henry.—In Easton, Md., on Saturday, July 15, John Camp- 
bell Henry, in the sixtieth year of his age. 

Hvutt.—In Vermontville, Mich., on Monday, July 10, Frank 
B. Hull. 

KELLER.—In Catskill, N. Y., on Sunday, June 25, Irving W. 
Keller, in the thirty-eighth year of his age. 

Meyer.—In Hamburg-Hohe, Germany, on Wednesday, July 
12, Christian F. G. Meyer, of St. Louis, Mo., in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age. 

NEWMAN.—In Bayonne, N. J., on Sunday, June 18, Victor 
Newman, in the thirty-second year of his age. 

Osann.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Monday, June 26, Godfrey 
Osann, in the eighty-third year of his age. 

REAGAN.—In Asheville, N. C., on Friday, July 7, James S. 
Reagan, of Washington, D. C. 

Rocers.—In Taylorsville, Ky., on Wednesday, July 5, Dr. 
Wiley Rogers, in the sixty-third year of his age. 

Srmpson.—In Raleigh, N. C., on Friday, June 23, William 
Simpson, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

Terpre.—In South Scranton, Pa., on Tuesday, July 11, Fred. 
L. Terppe, in the sixty-first year of his age. 
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TycGart.—In Little Rock, Ark., on Thursday, June 22, T. 
J. Tygart, of England, Ark., in the fiftieth year of his age. 

Woop.—In Pocasset, Mass., on Wednesday, July 12, Dr. Bd- 
ward 8. Wood, in the fifty-ninth year of his age. . 

Woopwarp.—In Miami, Fla., on Saturday, July 8, Frederick 
S. Woodward, in the seventy-second year of his age. 





Parke, Davis & Co. Sue for $75,000. 


Detroit, July 21.—To secure an alleged indebtedness of 
$60,000 to Parke, Davis & Co., an attachment has been issued 
against the residence of John H. Smedley, late secretary and 
treasurer of the company, whose accounts are now being in- 
vestigated by auditors. 

As a sequel to the attachment suit a garnishment suit has 
been started by the company for the sum of $75,000. The 
garnishee defendants are the Old Detroit National Bank, the 
State Savings Bank, and Herbert L. O’Brien, bookkeeper of 
the People’s Savings Bank. Smedley is alleged to have had 
accounts in each of the banks named. He was also a borrower 
at each and the banks hold stock in Parke, Davis & Co. as col- 
lateral for their loans. The amount claimed by Parke, Davis 
& Co. in the garnishment suit, $75,000, is about equal to the 
amount of stock that Smedley is credited with owning in the 
last report of the company. 


Registered in the District of Columbia, 

Dr. Henry A. Johnston, secretary to the Commissioners of 
Pharmacy of the District of Columbia, announces the result 
of the examination held July 10, 1905, for registered phar- 
macists. There were nine candidates, of which number the 
following five passed the board: G. B. Bury, S. N. Gray, H. V. 
Johnston, W. J. O'Donnell, F. T. Linton. 

Candidates for examination must file with the secretary 
their applications, together with the fee provided by law, not 
later than the Monday preceding the date of examination. 


Our Changing ‘‘ Materia Medica.’’ 


Half the drugs ordered in prescriptions, and a large pro- 
portion of those asked for over the counter, were absolutely 
unknown to the apprentice of 30 or 40 years ago. It would 
hardly be too strong an assertion that more new medicines have 
acquired reputation within the last 25 years than were intro- 
duced, and are still known, during the past 25 centuries. Set 
aside the old remedies, such as opium, scammony and rhubarb, 
of whose origin no man knoweth, and we have bequeathed to 
us as the result of 2,000 years of medical investigation a few 
metals, a considerable number of chemicals, and a limited 
number of famous drugs, such as quinine, ipecac and chloro- 
form, whose history it is not difficult to remember. 

Who would venture to give an approximate estimate of the 
multitude of the benzene derivatives, of the antipyretics, and 
of the other synthetics which have been poured on us from 
German factories; of the serums, of the organotherapeutical 
drugs, of the hypnotics, of the glycerophosphates, of the blood 
derivatives, of the derivatives from previously known alkaloids, 
of the vanadates, of the cacodylates, of the albumoses, and of 
the antiseptics which the germ theory of treatment has called 
into being? 

What is strange, and perhaps consoling, is that the con- 
sumption of the old drugs is scarcely, if at all, affected by all 
this therapeutic and chemical activity. Probably much about 
the same number of camels trudge over the deserts with their 
loads of gums, drugs and spices as were engaged in the same 
toil in the days of Dioscorides, or even of Jacob.—Hxrayser in 
Chemist and Druggist. 


Mr. Fondpar: ‘“‘ Ask the doctor to come to my house im- 
mediately. My wife doesn’t quite like the baby’s looks.” 

Norah: “He’s out, sure, but don’t worry; the homeliest 
babies sometimes grow up quite good-looking.”—Brooklyn 
Life. 
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Greater New York News. 


M. G. Albertson, of Amityville, Long Island, was a visitor 
in the ljocal drug trade. recently. 

N. S. Mersereau, of Schieffelin & Co., is enjoying a sojourn 
at his lodge at Keene Valley in the Adirondacks. 

A. A. Stilwell, of this city, has recovered from his recent 
illness and has returned to his desk from his summer home 
at Sound Beach, Conn. 

Henry R. Moorheall, of Philadelphia, has recently been made 
manager for BE. P. Ferguson & Co., 141st street and Seventh 
avenue. 

On Thursday, June 29, Miss Anice Jones, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. David P. Jones, of 45 Charles street, this city, was 
married to John E. Shields. 

The crude drug and chemical trade of this city has a new 
member in M. R. Maclead, formerly of London, England, who 
has opened an office at 50 Pine street. 

The office of the Board of Pharmacy in the New York College 
Building, Sixty-eighth street, will be closed on Saturdays dur- 
ing this month and next. 

The American representative of C. F. Boehringer & Soehne, 
Emil Levi, sailed last week on the steamship Kaiser Wilhelm 
II for a two months’ trip abroad. He will combine business 
with pleasure. 

E. H. Shaw, head of the druggists’ sundries department of 
Lehn & Fink, sailed in the early part of this month on his 
annual trip to London and Paris. He expects to return the 
latter part of next month. 

The excessive hot weather of last week caused a record 
“run” in the soda fountain trade at all retail drug stores in 
this city and gave druggists a splendid opportunity to make 
special “ drives” in bathroom sundries, etc. 

Dr. William Muir, of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society, is spending the summer with his daughter in the 
Catskill Mountains. He left New York July 12, to be away until 
after Labor Day. 

A petition in bankruptcy has been filed by Herman Betz, 
chemist at 58 West Ninety-eighth street. His liabilities are placed 
at $13,178, contracted mostly-in 1894, and assets $25 in a debt 
due him. Among the principal creditors are C. Britting, $3,754 ; 
J. E. Gumaer, $1,821; Justice Oesterlein, $1,751, and the Chat- 
ham National Bank, $1,230. 

The Committee of Arrangements and Entertainment of the 
N. W. D. A. held a meeting at the Drug Club on July 18, -at 
which plans for the annual convention of the association at the 
Hotel Astor were discussed. Chairman Thomas P. Cook pre- 
sided and reports were received from the various sub-com- 
mittees. A tentative programme was outlined. 

The well-known retail druggist, William Wilson, owner of 
the Wall Street pharmacy and stores at Forty-second and 
Thirty-seventh streets, has opened another pharmacy at 110 
Liberty street. The pharmacy proper and soda fountain occupy 
the first floor, while the second floor is devoted to the general 
offices and storage purposes. Philip Fitz,-who has been with 
Mr. Wilson for a number of years, is in charge. 

The vacancy in the chair of physiology and toxicology in 
the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, caused by the sudden death 
of Prof. Walter Bryan, has been filled by the appointment of 
Dr. Tracey E. Clark, of 705 Macon street, Brooklyn, who has 
occupied a similar position in the Long Island Hospital College 
of Medicine and is unusually well qualified for the position. 

Constantine Seifert, a druggist in the Bronx, who alleges 
that Civil Justice William M. Penfield bruised him about the 
face and body, is suing Penfield for $2,000 damages. Seifert 
also demands $15,000 damages, alleging the Civil Justice hired 
men to enter his house and drug shop at White Plains and 
Becker avenues and haul away his stock. He sues also for 
$3,000 damages to his business. 

Announcement is made that the Hegeman Corporation has 


leased for ten years the entire first floor and basement of the 
Times Building, at Forty-second street and Broadway, where 
an elegant new pharmacy will be opened about October 1. The 
interior is to be remodeled. The exact amount of the rental is 
not stated, but is believed to be between $40,000 and $50,000 
a year. 


Capt. Ned Martin, Chas. A. Crandall and Samuel Davis, of 
Annapolis, all of whom are active members of the Hilsmere. 
Duck Club of Anne Arundel County, Md., spent last week in. 
and around this city as the guests of Martin H. Smith, pro- 
prietor of Glyco-Heroin and president of the Hilsmere Club. 
Mr. Smith took his friends down to the Wa-wa-yanda Fishing 
Club on Oak Island, in Great South Bay, and while there Cap- 
tain Martin took a chance shot at what he took to be a snipe, 
but what on closer investigation was pronounced to be merely 
an average Oak Island mosquito. It is expected that it will be- 
mounted for the Hilsmere Club. 


In an explosion in the basement of Van Horn & Ellison’s 
drug and chemical establishment at 307 Madison avenue, on 
July 12, two of their employees were badly burned. William 
Dixon, 39 years old, a porter, of 633 First avenue, and John 
Brady, 16 years old, of West Thirty-eighth street, were carry- 
ing a 3-gallon carboy full of alcohol and vaporized ammonia 
across the cellar when one of them stumbled. The carboy fell: 
to the floor and exploded, taking fire from the gas jet. An, 
alarm was turned in, but employees quenched the. flames before: 
the arrival of the fire apparatus. The damage was slight. 


The police are looking for Henry Lipman, 15 years old, of 
242 East 112th street, and are hoping to recover $2,850 in cash: 
and a $50 check with which, it is alleged, the boy departed. 
The boy worked for Reid, Youmans & Cubit, druggists, at 140: 
Nassau street. Mr. Gibson, the manager of the firm, trusted: 
the boy, and he was the bank messenger. The boy was sent 
to deposit at the bank two $1,000 bills, one $500 bill, three $100: 
bills, one $50 bill and a $50 check. He did not return, and 
finally Mr. Gibson told the police, although no warrant was 
issued. 

Frank B. Holiday, vice-chairman of the Committee on Pro- 
prietary Goods of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, has been assigned to the New York district for work in 
connection with the affairs of the Proprietary Committee, the 
National Association of Retail Druggists and a local com- 
mittee of jobbers. He expects to be joined soon by his family 
and to take up residence at one of the nearby summer resorts. 
He arrived in New York on Wednesday, July 12, and had a 
conference with J. O, Gallagher, of the N. A. R. D., shortly after 
his arrival. w 

Samuel Halper, a druggist at 140th street and Lenox avenue, 
was arrested on July 15, by order of Coroner Scholer, charged 
with manslaughter. Halper, it is said; gave two powders, each 
containing 214 grains of atropine, to Edgar Levy, of 122 West 
139th street, on Thursday night. After takfng one of them 
Levy was found dead in bed on Friday morning. Levy’s death 
was reported to the family physician, Dr. Henry Stitzer, of 
102 West 119th street, and the doctor at once reported to the 
coroner that the death was of a suspicious nature. The doctor 
had been treating Levy for some time for tuberculosis, and had 
from time to time prescribed atropine in small quaniities. On 
a table by the side of the dead man’s bed were found two 
powder papers, one empty, the other containing a quantity of 
atropine. The doctor feared atropine poisoning, and so told 
the coroner. Neither of the papers on the table in the dead 
man’s room was labeled, it is said, and the coroner was at a 
loss to find the place of purchase until Miss Hortense Levy, a 
friend of the family, mentioned that on Thursday night she and 
her aunt had met Mr. Levy in Halper’s drug store and had 
heard the young man ask for some medicine to make him per- 
spire. She said she saw the druggist hand him two powders. 
Halper at first denied that he had sold Levy any powders at 
all, but when confronted with the testimony of Miss Levy he 
refused to say anything further.. He was locked up in the West 
125th street station, and was. later bailed in $1,000 by his. 
brothers. 
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Pharmacy May Figure in College Athletics. 

It is understood that there is a good chance that Harvey 
Cohn, the long distance runner and champion miler of the 
Metropolitan district, may enter Columbia this fall. Cohn, it 
is said, has had the intention of doing this for some time, and 
has been preparing himself for the course in the college of phar- 
macy. The addition of Cohn to the Columbia forces would 
help track athletics considerably, as he is a fast man for 
almost any distance from 600 yards to two miles. 


Warning to Makers of Catarrh Powder. 

In accordance with a resolution passed at the semi-annual 
meeting of the New York State Board of Pharmacy, held at 
Saratoga on June 26, the following letter has been sent to 
manufacturers of catarrh powder: 

“Your attention is called to a resolution passed at the 
semi-annual meeting of this Board held on Monday, June 26, 
1905, at which meeting the inclosed label was adopted as ful- 
filling the requirements of Sections 198 and 199 of the Pharmacy 
Law, which require all preparations containing poison to be 
labeled in accordance with the provisions of said sections. 
These labels are furnished as samples for your guidance and 
it will be necessary to attach one to each package of your 
catarrh powder.” 

The label reads: 

This preparation, containing among other 
valuable ingredients, a small quantity of 
Cocaine, is, in accordance with the New 
York State Pharmacy act, hereby labeled 


POISON ! 


CANADIAN NEWS NOTES. 

D. C. Walterhouse has disposed of his branch drug store on 
Sorauren avenue, Toronto, to the Sorauren Avenue Pharmacy. 

The stock of Oscar D. Hanson, of Fairville, N. B., has been 
sold by tender to Waterbury & Rising. 

The Cherrine Chemical Company, of Lachine, Quebec, is 
succeeded by Arthur.J. Cadieux. 

Godfroi Papineau, druggist, of Montreal, is retiring from 
business. 

W. T. Esdaile, of Ottawa, has sold his drug business to R. 
M. Perkins. 

Cc. J. Ready, druggist, has removed from Brampton, Ont., 
to Arkona. 

BE. Featherston has purchased the drug business of Brien & 
Co., Essex, Ont. 

J. G. Templeton, of Cranbrook, B. C., has disposed of his 
business. 

George D. Patterson, druggist, of Barrie, Ont., has assigned 
to Donald Rose. 

W. Johnstone has purchased the drug business of Mrs. E. J. 
Wood, Kenora. 

J. L. Rochester, of Otiawa, has sold his branch store on the 
corner of Bay and Nepean streets to Clarence H. Lewis, who has 
been manager of the business for some years. 

J. K. Hill, druggist of Portage la Prairie, Man., has pur- 
chased the large house and grounds of Dr. Bayfield, of that 
town, for $3,600. 

H. A. Wise & Co., of Winnipeg, are opening another branch 
drug store on Portage avenue in the western section of the 
city. 

The following officers have been elected by the Council of the 
Pharmaceutical Association of Quebec Province: J. E. Tremble, 
Montreal, president ; A. E. Du Berger, Waterloo, first vice-presi- 
dent; J. E. Dube, Quebec, second vice-president; W. H. Chap- 
man, Montreal, treasurer. 

The liquor license laws are being vigorously enforced at 
present. Three Ottawa druggists, W. T. Esdaile, Wm, Coch- 
rane, and Adolph Robitlard, were fined £20 and costs each on 
the 22d for selling liquor in larger quantities than the law per- 
mits and without certificates from a physician. 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
WESTERN NEW YORK. 


An Agreement on Prices Reached at Last—Good Work of the 
N. A. R. D. Agents—Erie County to Be Re rganized. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, July 19.—There is a very much relieved expression 
on the faces of the Buffalo retail druggists these days, and it 
is hoped that it will not come off right away. The medicine has 
worked at last, and if the disease has not really been uppermost 
long enough to become chronic it may work a lasting cure. Of 
course, it had to be a very aggravated case before the con- 
flicting and sometimes warring elements—big retail druggists, 
big grocers, department stores and the like—would consent to 
find a remedy that all could take. They were all very sick, and 
most of them were quite willing to admit that even as an ad- 
vertising measure it was foolish to sell anything for less than 
it cost, but they professed to know of no way out of it that 
would not look like a come-down or was not likely to relieve 
a competitor more than it did them. Anyhow, the agreement 
has been made and the prices of proprietary medicines are 
decidedly higher in Buffalo than they were. It is due to a great 
extent to the sending here by the N. A. R. D. of Specialists Clark 
and Jones, who put in their whole time and so held up the hands 
of the local druggists who were in the agreement that all have 
at last come in. 

HOW CUTTERS WORKED. 


It is found, on coming down to a close reckoning, that the 
cutters of various prices were very careful to keep up the prices 
of prescriptions, and that in some instances they added a trifle 
to make up for their losses on cut price goods. Outside retailers, 
who are getting their trade back again, find that prescription 
business is coming with it and that the buyers are not so very 
sorry to come back, as they say they were paying so much more 
for prescriptions that it was hardly worth the while to go down 
town anyhow. 


REORGANIZATION PLANNED. 


The plan now is to make the new arrangement solid by re- 
organizing the old Erie County Pharmaceutical Association. 
This was always a very much misnamed body, as there was not 
a member living out of Buffalo; so the new organization is to be 
called the Buffalo Retail Druggists’ Association. The Execu- 
tive Committee of the old organization has met and agreed to 
the change and a new form of procedure insisted on by the 
N. A. R. D., so there is not likely to be any sort of hitch. In 
fact, there is no opposition reported from any direction. The 
new body will hold the lid on with main strength and see that 
nothing ,escapes. 

Some of the Buffalo druggists are still noting the ingenuity 
used by people to get something out of them for nothing. Lately 
a man complained to a well-known druggist that his finger 
pained him and he thought about 5 cents’ worth of iodine would 
cure it. Did he have a bottle for it? Oh, no; that must come 
out of the 5 cents, as well as the string, label and time; then 
wouldn’t the druggist give him a small brush to apply it with! 

The next bad one was a woman who descended to lying to 
get ahead of the druggist. She used the telephone and sent 
her message, then she called up a pretended number and when 
it could not be produced went off grumbling because the tele- 
phone service was so poor. “Did you pull her up for the 
fraud?” was asked of the druggist. ‘“ No, 5 cents is too small 
to dispute over,” he replied. 


LARGE ATTENDANCE EXPECTED AT THE BUFFALO COLLEGE. 


The Buffalo College of Pharmacy is one of the State educa- 
tional institutions that is looking for added following on ac- 
count of the prerequisite law, and will prepare for a larger at- 
tendance hereafter, though the class has always been quite 
large. Every effort will be made to fortify the institution for 
the larger and better work expected of it, so that a druggist 
shall hereafter be an educated man and stand above the mere 
tradesman. The effort to establish an arts department in the 
University of Buffalo, of which the College of Pharmacy is a 
department, continues, though it is not expected that it will be 
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accomplished this year. It is agreed on all sides that this 
should be done, and much good work toward that end has al- 
ready been accomplished. 


THE DRUG MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE 


has concluded to come out as a regular full-fledged store and 
is opening a complete establishment at 50 Ellicott street, near 
the Post Office. Manager S, A. Grove, who has done so well 
as a distributing agent of the Exchange at his pharmacy on 
outer Prospect avenue, will remain in charge, with a clerk to 
look after his store. 


BRIEF WESTERN NEW YORK DRUG NEWS. 


H. J. Barber has bought the drug store of Stratton & Foy 
at East Randolph recently. 


Pearsall & Oldfield, druggists at Bath, have dissolved. The 
senior member retires and the store is now known as the Old- 
field Pharmacy. 


J. H. Milligass, of Buffalo, has bought the drug store of 
H. S. Rider, of Lexington avenue, in that city, and is now the 
possessor of three of a sort. 


Buffalo druggists still complain of rather dull business as a 
rule, but are making up and a little more on soda water, which 
has flowed of late as it has not done for years before. 


Wright & Ross, of Lyndonville, have bought the store of 
O. M. Harlow, at Medina, which D. W. Ross will manage, leav- 
ing Richard B. Wright at the Lyndonville pharmacy. The 
partnership will be continued. 


Dr. Gregory’s Genesee Pharmacy, in Buffalo, was in a very 
conspicuous place during the late convention and parade of the 
Elks, as it was directly alongside the big rockery arch built 
across the street as the upper limit of the street festivities. 


J. C. Hicks, proprietor of a drug store in Allegheny, has 
bought that of H. G. White, at Olean, and will manage it, 
having made Edgar H. Lincoln, a graduate of the Buffalo Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, manager of the other store. 


Thomas Stoddart, of Stoddart Brothers, Buffalo, has gone 
on a trip to Europe, accompanied by Mrs. Stoddart. He is presi- 
dent of the City Council, but has good authority for his absence 
in the trip of Councilman Adam, also a Scotchman, in Europe 
this summer. Mr. Stoddart comes up for re-election this fall. 


Druggists George Reimann and Henry V. Roese, of Genesee 
street, Buffalo, assisted lately in a set-to with a shoe factory 
which they brought up before the Board of Aldermen for making 
such a racket near the school where the children of the vicinity 
attend that very little teaching can be done. The Aldermen 
agreed to buy the factory and close it. 


AMONG THE TRAVELERS, 


Edwin H. Powell was also a July visitor in Buffalo, while 
on his circuit seeing the druggists’ sundries of Lehn & Fink, 


and he seems to have no reason for regretting his trip here.. 


Robert H. Service is still the good salesman of the older 
days and his late stop-off here to look after the interests of 
Lazell, Dalley & Co. was quite as good a venture as ever. 


F. P. Hinkston still takes care of the interests in this terri- 
tory of Bruen, Ritchey & Co., and was lately here fer that pur- 
pose, selling a good list of articles. 


H. P. Snow, wno stands for all that is visible—while he is 
here—of the plaster house of Johnson & Johnson, went the 
rounds lately of the city, visiting both wholesalers and retailers 
in the drug trade. 


The red “Lilly” specialties are going to the fore at 
a specially rapid rate, as they are looked after right along by 
E. O. Norte as outside man, who was here lately, and also by 
C. Thistletwaite locally. 


W. F. Sohni is at home when he goes the Buffalo round sell- 
ing pill and powder boxes for the New York Paper Box Com- 
pany. He spent a few days here a short time ago very profit- 
ably. 
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NEW ENGLAND 


All Interests Center in Approaching N. A. R. D. Meeting— 
Local Association to Meet by the Sea—Minor Items of Interest. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, July 19.—Pharmaceutical circles show great interest 
in the approaching meeting of the N. A. R. D. In fact, noth- 
ing else is talked of save by the lucky ones who have fish tales 
to tell and a suit of tan to exhibit. 

B. A. R. D. TO MEET AT BASS POINT. 

The next meeting of the B. A. R. D. will be held at Bass 
Point July 25 and will take the form of an outing for the mem- 
bers, their families and friends. There will be games, music, 
dancing and full attention to the inner man, with C. H. Pack- 
ard commander-in-chief. A business meeting will also be held 
for the furthering of the plans for the national convention. 

TALKED ABOUT. 

F. A. Hubbard, secretary of the Board of Pharmacy, has 
laid aside his official cares for the cool breezes of Cape Cod. 

President Peter J. McCormick, of the Massachusetts Phar- 
maceutical Association, passed Sunday, July 9, with military 
friends at the camp at Westfield. The genial president was 
royally entertained by his military’ friends, 

On July 19 J. B. Beebe purchased the business block, stock 
and fixtures of J. Fred. Whiting, which has been conducted 
under the firm name of F. T. Whiting & Son. Mr. Beebe, it is 
understood, paid for same $500 above the amount of the mort- 
gage, accrued interest and taxes. 

The Board of Aldermen of Malden recently gave a hearing 
on the question of revoking the sixth-class license of William 
H. Whittaker, 102 Ferry street. It was alleged that liquor had 
been sold and the necessary record omitted. A decision will 
be rendered later. 


The executor of the estate of the late Andrew G. Weeks has 
been made a party to a suit brought by the receiver of the de- 
funct Central National Bank. The suit is against all of the 
directors and is for between $300,000 and $500,000. Gross mis- 
management and collusion are alleged. A vigorous defence is 
being made by the friends of the deceased director, his fault, if 
any, being the trusting of others. It is believed that the crash 
hastened Mr. Weeks’ death. 


Suit Against Parke, Davis & Co. 

Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, and the E. C. Andrews 
Company, of Lowell, Mass., purveyors of “ Andrews’ only dys- 
pepsia cure,” have locked hornstin a legal battle involving 
$40,000 and 2,000,000 pills. An action of contract in tort has 
been entered at Cambridge in the Superior Court, since which 
a petition has been introduced asking that the action be trans- 
ferred to the United States Circuit Court. 

The Andrews Company claims that the pills made by the de- 
fendants and furnished by them were not made according to 
the prescribed formula, thereby causing loss of reputation and 
damages to the amount claimed. 


Convicted for Liquor Violation. 


Colorado Springs, July 21.—The first of the alleged liquor 
. Violations on the part of prominent Colorado Springs druggists 
came up for trial before Police Judge Toombs last week. The 
trial of Otto Fehringer, owner of the South End pharmacy, 
occupied the entire day. Fehringer was convicted and fined 
$200 and costs. The case will be appealed. Fehringer owns 
four drug stores in this city and will be tried to-morrow on an 
alleged violation in another store. 


“There’s just one thing I wanted to say to you,” began 
Mrs. Acid to her better half. 

“Only one, M’ria?” queried he, solicitously. 
feeling well? ”’—Tit-Bits. 


“ Aren’t you 
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Fountain Trade Leads All the Rest—The Bank Failure—Druggists 
Find Time for Vacation Trips from N wfoundland to Florida. 


(From our Regular Cor:: spondent.) 

Cleveland, Ohio, July 18—Reports from druggists are to 
the effect that the business is showing some improvement 
gradually. The last few days, having been somewhat on the 
“hot” order, made things lively about the soda fountains; but, 
outside of this, little can be said regarding general conditions 
that will not be a repetition of what has already appeared. 
The jobbing houses report a good business also and the orders 
from the smaller towns and cities are showing up very satis- 
factorily. 

George M. Yarnell, a druggist at Columbus, died on July 6 
as a result of injuries sustained by being struck by a street car 
on June 28. A contusion on the head induced meningitis, which 
caused his death. In addition to this his foot was crushed and 
he was otherwise bruised about the body. His place of business 
was on Washington avenue. He was 60 years of age and leaves 
a widow and one daughter. 

AN ECHO OF THE WOOSTER BANK FAILURE. 

The bulk of the stock of groceries and drugs in the whole- 
sale establishment of Zimmerman & Co., of Wooster, which 
failed at the same time the Wooster National Bank went down, 
were sold to George Sharp, of Millersburg. Judge M. L. Buch- 
walter purchased a soda fountain said to have cost $1,500 for 
$65. The entire stock is reported to have sold at less than one- 
fourth of the appraisement of $13,800. It was all sold at auc- 
tion. 

CLEVELAND NEWS NOTES. 

George D. Zirker has purchased the Temple Pharmacy, op- 
posite the Hollenden Hotel, in this city, from W. F. Grosse. 
This store is in a good location on Superior street and should 
command considerable of the transient trade from the hotel. 

Albert Sobey succeeds the firm of Barunlich & Sobey, 962 
Payne avenue, this city. 

CINCINNATI ITEMS. 


John Ulrich, the Aurora druggist, is fishing in Florida. 

R. Freiberg will spend August at Thousand Isles. 

A. E. De Lang sold out his Fifth street store and is taking 
a much needed rest. 

Bert Weatherhead will spend August in Canada with his 
wife. 

The usual dullness prevails here and the retailers are taking 
their usual vacation. 

Wm. Gert Anderson will spend a week in the “ Big Town,” 
making his headquarters at the Metropolitan Hotel. 

Chas. A. Apmeyer and wife will spend August on the Lakes, 
making Detroit their headquarters. 

L. C. F. Cramer, the popular East End druggist, is suffering 
with a sprained ankle. 

The O. V. D. A. picnic promises to be successfully conducted 
both financially and from a pleasure standpoint. 

Herrman Serodino is spending six weeks in Newfoundland 
with his family. 

Joseph Koenig, the Brighton pharmacist, is off for a two 
months’ trip to Europe. 

Aitred k. De Lang has sold his Fifth street store and will 
retire temporarily from business. 

Dr. Wm. Knaemiller, the dentist and former druggist, met 
with an accident while on a car which shattered the bones of 
his right arm. 

Tom Luxon, the representative of the Alfred Vogeler Drug 
Company, was in a railroad wreck on July 3 which laid him 
up for ten days with a number of painful bruises, 

Geo. V. Karsch, the assistant druggist at the City Hospital, 
who was discharged by the B. P. S., called for an investigation 
of the charges against him. After a thorougk trial the board 
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upheld the former ruling and Mr. Karsch is out. He is suc- 
ceeded by M, Doyle. 
ALL AROUND OHIO. 

S. H. Hill, of Erie, is reported to have made an assignment. 

J. W. Tuttle succeeds the firm of Tuttle & High at Medina. 

A. H. Kent, of Hiram, has sold his business to T. C. 
Ramsey. 

The stores of B. E. Vail and R. M. Haun at Niles have been 
combined, Swasey Bros. now owning a controlling interest. 

Hilan A. Brown has succeeded to the business of Brown 
Bros. at Hazelton. 

The firm of Stahl & Mentzer has purchased the Rudolph 
drug store at Youngstown. 

The drug store at Niles, which was recently sold to B. F. 
Griffiths by Charles Mascher, has been repurchased by Mr. 
Mascher. 

-The Mutual Drug Company, of Cleveland, has been incor- 
porated with an authorized capital stock of $50,000 by M. H. 
Nason, A. H. Weed, C. R. Miller, L. B. Spanner and William 
Rothenberg. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


A Crusade Against “‘Headache’”” Powders—Miss Haydock Elected 
to the Chair of Pharmacy—Impure Soda from Street Venders 
—Many Philadelphians on Vacation. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, July 20.—The city officials are taking a hand 
in the indiscriminate sale of headache powders. The use of 
headache powders containing acetanilid and kindred drugs 
was last week condemned by Coroner Dugan. The coroner 
reported the result of a chemical analysis of headache pow- 
ders which were alleged to have caused the death of Mrs. 
Mary A. Bissels, 18 years old, of 3040 Hast Richmond street, 
on July 2 last. The autopsy by Dr. T. J. Morton, coroner’s 
physician, indicated that death was due to the use of the 
headache powders. The analysis showed that the principal 
ingredient in the powders was acetanilid. Coroner Dugan ad- 
vised caution by persons suffering from headache in use of 
such powders, especially when the degree of susceptibility to 
the toxic action of acetanilid is unknown to them. He said: 
“TI think one of the chief dangers is that these powders are 
advertised as being harmless, thereby leading persons afflicted 
to take them freely. The same remedy described by a physi- 
cian would be taken only at regular intervals, thus removing 
one of the very objectionable features of this class of drugs.” 

PROFESSOR SUSANNAH HAYDOCK. 

Mis$ Susannah G. Haydock, Ph.G., of 2123 Lancaster street, 
has been appointed professor of theory and practice of phar- 
macy in Temple College. Miss Haydock was Philadelphia’s 
first female druggist. She will assume her new duties when 
the college reopens next fall. She was graduated from the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, and is president of the 
Pennsylvania Society of Women Pharmacists and Chemists. 
For ten years before she began the study of pharmacy with a 
view to making it her profession she was teacher in the 
Thomas H. Powers Consolidated School, Twentieth street and 
Susquehanna avenue. She was educated in the public schools 
here and was graduated from the Girls’ High School with the 
class of 1879-80. Miss Haydock is descended from Quaker stock 
and is in the sixth generation of her family born in this city. 
She is a daughter of the late Thomas O. Haydock. Her grand- 
father, Robert Haydock, was a well-known carriage manufac- 
turer here. 

During the hot weather the Pure Food Commission is 
maintaining a stringent inspection of the venders of cheap 
syrups and the curbstone soda fountain dealers. The inspec- 
tors are watching these venders, and while many of the smaller 
dealers have been caught, plans have been laid for the arrest 
of the manufacturers of adulterated syrups. In the congested 
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downtown districts, where soda is so popular with the poorer 
classes, particularly with children, many agents have been busy 
for the past ten days and have found many cases where poi- 
sonous substitutes for fruit syrups are being used. As a re- 
sult a number of prosecutions in this line will be brought at 
once and the attorneys for the Dairy and Food Department 
say they will endeavor to have them tried at the earliest mo- 
ment. Warrants for some of these dealers are now being 
prepared and arrests will be made within the coming few days. 
The markets are being scrutinized for violations of the law 
prohibiting the use of artificial preservatives in fresh meats, 
fish, fowl and shellfish. Where it is discovered that preserva- 
tives of any kind are being employed arrests will promptly 
follow and it is declared by the Dairy and Food Commissioners 
that adulterators of fresh meats, etc., will be made to suffer 
the full penalty of the law, which is imprisonment of from 
60 to 90 days, or fine of from $100 to $200, or both. Fine or 
imprisonment or both are the penalties for selling or manu- 
facturing adulterated syrups or fruit extracts or trafficking in 
bad milk. The new law also establishes a standard for milk 
which has heretofore been missing from the statues. 


MINOR NEWS ITEMS. 


Freeman & Pettyjohn, of Sixteenth and Race streets, have 
opened a new store at Twentieth and Lombard streets. 


William H. Lacey, of Nineteenth and Green streets, has 
been enjoying the ocean breezes at Atlantic City for a few days. 


W. C. Mann & Co., of Manayunk, have purchased Harrison’s 
drug store at Ridley Park, Pa. 


Geo. B. Evans and family are spending the summer at At- 
lantic City. Mr. Evans is attending to business daily. 

C. A. Eckels and wife are enjoying the cool breezes at 
Beach Haven. 

Dr. H. Stoever has returned from a two months’ tour to 
California. 

R. B. Trevor, of the Philadelphia office staff of Johnson 
& Johnson, is spending his vacation at Boston, Mass. 


J. V. Slaughter is in Seattle looking after some mining in- 
terests. 


J. Goldhaber, of Fifth and Queen streets, is opening a new 
store at Fifth and Wharton streets. 


E. R. Gatchel, Tenth and Spring Garden streets, is spend- 
ing a few days at the Berkshire at Atlantic City. 

Walter N. Collings, of Hance Brothers & White, is a 
the summer at Hatboro, Pa. 

Mr. Crumbie, of Broad and Allegheny, is taking dn ex- 
tended trip through California. 


W. H. Sutton, Fifth and Susquehanna avenue, is spending 
his vacation in the wilds of Utah and Colorado. 


A. Ladow, who already owns eleven stores in this city, has 
opened another at Twenty-ninth and Reed streets. 


Mr. Hackett, who was formerly with Armour & Co., has now 
left that concern, and is now with H. K. Wampole & Co., of this 
city, and will call on the local trade where he is so well known. 


Ray W. Kottka has removed his store from 1481 Clearfield 
street to the northeast corner of Broad and Clearfield, where he 
has purchased the property and made extensive alterations. 


John J. Keenan, of Fifteenth and Ritner streets, has been 
particularly unfortunate with pilfering clerks, and during the 
last week he has succeeded in landing one in jail, where he will 
remain for the next three years. 


The latest thing in soda water drinks is the “ Weaver Shake 
Up,” which credit belongs to J. J. Bender, of Thirteenth and 
Wharton. Just what the combination is is unknown, but it 
Liust be a combination of sour grapes surmounted by a peach. 


N. Newlin, the popular buyer at Evans’, is spending a 





couple of weeks of well deserved rest at a Jersey watering 
place. 


Rudolph Wirth, of Fougera & Co., passed through Phila- 
delphia on his way to the Pacific Coast in the interests of his 
house. 


James Buckman, who owns the store at Highth and Green 
streets and who is also a prominent member of the Philadelphia 
Drug Company, has been elected president of the Green and 
Coates Street Passenger Railway Company. 


Paul Rohn, who was formerly the manager for A. Ladow’s 
store at Twenty-third and Dickinson streets, has opened a 
store at Twenty-second and Mifflin streets and has fitted it up 
in a thoroughly up to date manner. 


There will be a large number of Philadelphia druggists in 
attendance at the meeting in Atlantic City of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association in September, and so far as the 
local druggists can make it the event will be very successful 
and interesting. 


The new Pharmacopeia is now being issued, the first lot 
having been distributed on the 13th inst. The sales agents, 


Messrs. Blakiston’s Son & Co., say that they are printing as. 


rapidly as possible and there will soon be enough to fill all 
orders. 


J. P. Frey, S. B. Davis, John Bailey and D. E. Bransome 
formed a heavy weight party and went to try their luck at 
Beach Haven. According to their stories, and those who know 
them do not hesitate to believe them, tons of weakfish were 
caught. At any rate the party was very successful and thor- 
oughly enjoyed the outing. 


There is some talk among the local druggists of trying to 
get the 1906 meeting of the N. A. R. D. held in this city. Phila- 
delphia has the largest number of members of any city in that 
organization and they think that it would stimulate interest 
in it to have the meeting held there. On the other hand there 
are some who think it would be better policy to have the meet- 
ing held where the association needs strengthening. 


Cadwalader Balbirnie, of Thirteenth and Jefferson streets, 
has sprung a great surprise on his friends. Mr. Blabirnie was 
supposed to have been a single man, and many sly glances from 
coy maidens have been cast at him, but now he has announced 
that he has been married since 1898. No one seems to know 
why Mr. Balbirnie has been keeping the affair a secret, but he 
has, and done it well, too. Rather late for congratulations, 
but they are now in order, nevertheless. 


Indiana Items. 


A petition in involuntary bankruptcy was filed in the 
Federal Court here June 9 against Gordon Gauld, a druggist 
at Bedford, Ind., by the creditors, all of whom live in Bedford. 


A voluntary bankruptcy petition was filed in the Federal 
Court by C. B. Thornburg & Co., retail druggists, of Muncie, 
Ind., with liabilities scheduled at $14,253 and only $8.000 of 
assets. The latter consist of a stock of goods valued at be- 
tween $7,000 and $8,000, with about $1,000 of outstanding ac- 
counts said to be collectible. The firm is composed of Charles 
E. and Walter I. Thornburg, partners, the forming giving his 
personal schedule at $5,099 liabilities and $25 assets, and the 
latter $4,500 liabilities and $100 assets. 


The druggists of Carroll County, Ind., have organized what 
will hereafter be known as the Carroll County Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association, the object of which is to place the business 
on a higher plane and promote everything for the best interests 
of the members. It also hopes to become a part of the National 
Association. The officers are: President, C. E. Nobes, Flora ; 
vice-president, U. E. Tesh, Camden; secretary, R. S. Tidrick, 
Bringhurst ; Executive Committee, P. W. Van Gundy, Camden; 
I. H. Orr, Delphi, and P. W. Stonebraker, Burlington. 
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56 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
THE WEST. 


Cut Rate Ice Cream Parlors Stir Up the C. R. D, A.—Favorable 
Financial Outlook for N. A. R. D.—The Special List Evil ia 
Pharmaceuticals—Council on Pharmacy of American Medical 
Association is Endorsed —Antinarcotic Legislation Approved. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, July 17.—At the quarterly meeting of the Chicago 
Retail Druggists’ Association, which was held on Tuesday 
afternoon, July 11, at the Northwestern University Building, 
the association urged decisive action with regard to the atti- 
tude of the Collins Bros.’ Ice Cream Company, which is be- 
ginning to open retail stores for the sale of its ice creams, giv- 
ing two glasses of ice cream soda with every 30-cent brick of 
cream. The company has been distributing notices to the above 
effect among the people of Woodlawn, where it has opened a 
store at 391 East Sixty-third street. 

PREFERS INCREASE OF N. A. R. D. DUES TO FIVE DOLLARS. 

This being the last quarterly meeting before the meeting of 
the National Association at Boston this fall, the chair recom- 
mended that action be taken looking to a proper representa- 
tion of the C. R. D. A. at the Boston meeting. Mr. Straw 
made a forceful speech urging that the dues to the N. A. R. D. 
should be raised to $5 a year per member, this amount to in- 
clude price of subscription to the association’s organ. Mr. 
Wooten said that so far the regular income of the association, 
including dues, organization fees, subscriptions to the associa- 
tion organ, etc., had sufficed to pay the running expenses of the 
organization, and if receipts continued to come in in like 
amounts for the rest of the time remaining before the annual 
convention there will be a balance in the treasury. 

The delegates were instructed to carry to Boston the re- 
newed indorsement of the direct contract and serial number- 
ing plan, and to urge its adoption by still more of the proprie- 
tary medicine manufacturers. 

DIRECT SALE TO PHYSICIANS BY MANUFACTURERS OPPOSED. 

A resolution offered by Mr. Dauber, to the effect that the 
N. A. R. D. should go on record as opposed to the sale by phar- 
maceutical houses and their wholesale agents of the prepara- 
tions of such houses to physicians direct, was passed, and the 
delegates were directed to transmit the sense of the associa- 
tion to this effect to the N. A. R. D. at the coming annual 
gathering. 

A resolution was passed indorsing the action of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association in its creation of a council on phar- 
macy and chemistry, and the association agreed to co-operate 
in every way possible with the council in the furtherance of the 
work for the advancement of these sciences. 

A NEW WATER ON THE MARKET. 

The druggists allege that the Hydrox Water Company has 
been unfair in its treatment of the druggists, and therefore lis- 
tened with interest to a proposition by the representative of the 
Almanaris Springs at Waukesha. He declared the water of 
these springs to be superior to others on the market, and far 
ahead of the “ dead” waters sold. It is, he said, a pure spring 
water. He promised the members of the C. R. D. A. control of 
the trade in Chicago, and named a price of 85 cents a barrel, 
f.o.b. Waukesha. With the freight to Chicago, this will bring 
the cost up to a little more than 3 cents a gallon. Fifty labels 
will be furnished with each 50-gallon barrel, so that druggists 
may bottle the water and handle it themselves. On motion a 
resolution was passed to the effect that a buying club should 
be formed to handle this water. 

The association went on record indorsing the proposition to 
bring before the next Legislature a bill for a law against 
the sale of narcotic drugs. It was agreed that a law should 
be passed that would protect the people without working need- 
less hardships and restrictions upon the druggists. By unani- 
mous vote the association adopted a resolution asking the Legis- 
' lative Committee of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association to 
draft and propose for passage a bill for a law to require all 
physicians desiring to dispense their own remedies, except in 
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cases of emergency, to pass an examination as to their fitness 
to do so, and to demonstrate the same aptitude in pharmacy as 
is required from registered pharmacists. 

With the creation of a flower and carriage fund of $100 for 
use in doing honor to the memory of deceased members from 
time to time the meeting adjourned. 


A HAIR-DYE INCIDENT. 


A woman whose hair was a beautiful shade of red entered 
the store of Thomas F. Cannon, North Clark and Huron streets, 
recently with fire in her eyes. ‘“ Look at this,” she screamed 
at a clerk. “ Look at my hair. It’s red, just as red as fire— 
and you told me the hair dye would make it a charming shade 
of chestnut brown.” The clerk suggested that red was much 
admired by artists, but the woman didn’t care. She grabbed 
all- the bottles at hand, smashed the showcases and began 
using the shelves as targets. The clerk ran for a telephone 
and called the police, but before the officers arrived the pos- 
sessor of the red hair escaped. 


CHICAGO NEWS NOTES. 


Max O’Koniewski, 165 Blackhawk street, was burned out 
July 6. His insurance was $7,200. He will resume. 


F. R. Follett, cigar buyer for Morrisson, Plummer & Co., 
has resigned and accepted a temporary position managing the 
cigar business of Buck & Rayner at State and Madison streets. 


The meeting of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association in 
Chicago, August 22 to 24, is expected to be the most notable 
in the history of the organization. ° 


John Ritter, Colorado avenue and Jackson Boulevard, has 
sold out to Ed. Fellows, formerly clerk for Hansel Bros., Cali- 
fornia avenue and Lake street. 

Al. Hatch, formerly manager of the sundry department of 
Peter Van Schaack & Sons, was presented with a fine 10-pound 
son on the day after the glorious Fourth. Mr. Hatch is now 
the Chicago representative of Ladd & Coffin and has many 
warm friends in the trade. 


Ground floor and basement of the Reliance Building, at 
State and Washington streets, formerly occupied by Carson, 
Pirie, Scott & Co., have been leased to the Central Drug Com- 
pany, of Detroit. The company is said to have taken a lease 
for 20 years at $40,000 a year, and will take possession Janu- 
ary, 1906. E. Von Hermann, well known to the druggists of 
Chicago, is said to be slated for the managerial position. It 
is said the policy of the store will be similar to other State 
street drug stores—bordering on the line of the cut rate. 


On the morning of July 8 great excitement was ob- 


served/ in the heart of the drug trade center, a 
large, enthusiastic and thirsty crowd having congre- 
gated at the corner of Randolph street and Fifth 


avenue. The reserves were called out to quell the riot under 
the impression that the strikers were mobbing a nonunion man, 
but inquiry developed the fact that it was a union man, Alex. 
Harris, Western manager of Johnson & Johnson, who had 
undertaken the task of buying out the refreshment stand in 
celebration of the advent of his first grandson. He now signs 
his mail “ Foxy Grandpa,” though he is not yet 40 years old. 


Telephonic Detection of Wine Adulteration. 

German papers report that the well-known chemist, Ma- 
neuvrier, at Paris, has made the discovery that adulteration 
of wine with water, other liquids and with solids can be de 
tected through the aid of the telephone. Two glasses, one 
filled with wine to be tested and the other with a like quantity 
of wine known to be pure, are placed upon an apparatus re- 
sembling a scale and a telephone connected with both liquids. 
If both wines are pure no sound is heard in the receiver, but 
if one contains water a noise is produced until a pointer is 
moved to a given place on the dial plate, whose movement 
renders the conductivity of the liquids uniform. The grada- 
tion on the dial where the pointer stops shows the quantity of 
extraneous matter in the wine. 








THE PACIFIC COAST. 


Druggist Accuses Brother of Treachery—Joint Meeting of Pacific 
Coast Druggists—Large Attendance Expected. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

San Francisco, July 14.—Charles Grunig, who, with his 
brother, L. H. Grunig, conducted the drug store at Pine and 
Kearny streets, filed suit on the 10th inst. for a dissolution of 
the partnership, for an accounting, and for an equal division of 
the proceeds of the sale of the business, and demanded that 
a receiver be appointed to have charge of the store during the 
pendency of the litigation. L. H. Grunig, the defendant, was 
formerly connected with the E. J. Smith Drug Company, but 
dissolved all partnership with the latter firm when BE. J. Smith, 
the largest owner, and defaulting Tax Collector of this city, 
was discovered in his irregularities. Defendant’s combination 
with his brother was unprofitable to the latter, as the plaintiff 
avers that their drug business is being ruined by the conduct 
of his brother, who is accused of having taken money from 
the firm’s safe without the formality of returning it; of having 
fought with the employees of the store, and even gone so far as 
to strike plaintiff in the presence of customers, causing the 
latter to take their patronage elsewhere. 


4 
CALIFORNIA, OREGON AND WASHINGTON DRUGGISTS TO MEET 
JOINTLY. 


The sixteenth annual meeting of the Washington State 
Pharmaceutical Association, to be held at Breakers Hotel, Long 
Beach, Washington, July 18, 19 and 20, will be a noteworthy 
one, as the Washington and Oregon associations, which decided 
to meet together, have invited the California Pharmaceutical 
Association to join hands with them. Although the invitation 
came late, it is expected that most of the pharmacists from the 
Golden State, who are now in Portland, Ore, after at- 
tendance at the Lewis and Clarke Pharmaceutical Congréss, 
will combine with the pharmacists of the Northwest and discuss 
matters of common interest. 


COAST ITEM. 


The body of H. F. Gibson, the druggist of Seattle who was 
drowned while rowing on Lake Washington, near Seattle, with 
Mrs. Minnie Mitchell, was recovered on the morning of the 
llth inst. Mrs. Mitchell’s body was found on the 9th, the day 
following the tragedy, which was the result of a clandestine 
meeting. 

’FRISCO NEWS. 

Henry Leo, a drug clerk living at 103 Ninth street, while 
walking up Market street in an intoxicated state on the after- 
noon of the 18th ult., collided with a stranger, and accompanied 
this with an oath. The stranger struck Leo in the face, throw- 
ing him against the curbstone. The insensible druggist was 
taken to the hospital, where his case was diagnosed as a prob- 
able fracture of the base of the skull. 


Teaching American Pharmacy. = 


Abraham Isa Attarian, B.A., Urfa; Jebr Jurjus Hakim, 
Tripoli; Parnig Kevork Hampartsumian, Banderma; Jurji 
Khail Hazzi, Damascus; Taufik Jurji Kalim, Damascus; 
‘Aziz Nikfila Khari, Damietta; ‘Abdallah -Sa‘d Kikk, Deir-ul- 
Kamar; Nejib Nimr Kubeisi, Salt; Hovagim Hovhannes Shak- 
arian, Charshamba, and Emmanuel B. Sophos, Kassos. This 
is a list of third year students in the department of pharmacy 
of the Syrian Protestant College at Beirut, Syria, who are 
being taught American pharmacy and chemistry by Prof. James 
A. Patch, a son of Prof. E. L. Patch, of Stoneham, Mass., who 
is a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 
who occupies the chair of chemistry at Beirut. 


A Physical Impossibility—Mike (to chemist): “The doc- 
thor said: ‘Take wan of these pills three times a day.’ I tuk 
wan of thim wanst, but the man doesn’t live that kin take 
wan of thim three times.”—Za. 
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Points Regarding Foxglove Leaves. 


A quarter of a century ago Fluckiger and Hanbury in 
“ Pharmacographia ” warned the pharmacist against the adul- 
teration of foxglove with the leaves of Verbascum, of Inula 
Conyza D. C. and of Inula Helenium, and they go on to say 
that “to avoid all chance of mistake it is desirable that drug- 
gists should purchase the fresh flowering plant, which cannot 
be confounded with any other, and strip and dry the leaves 
for themselves.” 

Manifestly the pharmacist in a city cannot adopt this 
method of assuring himself that his stock of this important 
and potent drug is all that it ought to be, but he can and 
should take care that he obtains his supplies from the best and 
most reliable source. Nor must it be forgotten that the active 
principles of foxglove are members of that unstable group of 
chemical bodies, the glucosides. Too much heat in the drying 
process, too long between the time the plant is growing in the 
free air and sunshine and the time it is dried in the kiln, too 
damp a storehouse for the dried herb, too stale and old stock of 
foxglove leaf, these are all factors in the production of an inert 
and useless drug and can only be controlled at the source by 
the producer; hence the wisdom of the advice in “ Pharma- 
cographia.” 

Remember that although digitalis may not be wanted every 
day, like senna, it is a remedy for heart disease, and when it 
is prescribed it is wanted badly, and an inert, impotent drug 
may mean loss of life. We say to the pharmacist: Obtain your 
supplies of foxglove leaves from producers who know Digitalis 
purpurea when they see it, who dry it on the spot where it 
grows, whose kilns are built for the purpose of drying medicinal 
herbs at the right temperature and under proper conditions, 
who put it on the market in small air tight packages labeled 
“Fol. digitalis elect” and indorsed with the name George Allen 
& Co., which has held an honorable reputation among American 
pharmacists for more than one generation. When you have 
got the right drug in stock, keep it right; store it in a dry 
place, protect it from the light and powder it only when you 
want to use it. 


Herodotus on Mosquitoes. 

The discovery of Sir H. Arthur Blake that the transmission 
of malaria by mosquitoes is recognized in Sanskrit literature 
recalls the following passage in Herodotus: “ The contrivances 
which they use against gnats, wherewith the country swarms, 
are the following: In the parts of Egypt above the marshes 
the inhabitants pass the night upon lofty towers, which are 
of great service, as the gnats are unable to fly to any hight 
on account of the winds. In the marsh country, where there 
are no towers, each man possesses a net instead. By day it 
serves him to catch fish, while at night he spreads it over his 
bed in which he is to rest, and, creeping in, goes to sleep under- 
neath. The gnats, which, if he rolls himself up in his dress or 
in a piece of muslin, are sure to bite through the covering, do 
not as much as attempt to pass the net.” (Rawlinson’s Hero- 
dotus, Vol. II, page 154.)—Lancet. 


A White Goods Cleanser. 

The “cleaner for white goods,” manufactured by Carl M. 
Krieg & Co., 110 Reade street, New York, can be very highly 
recommended and should be found on every retail druggist’s 
counter, especially at this time of the year when there is always 
a demand among customers for such preparations. The firm’s 
“Cleansum” is invaluable for cleaning white canvas, buck, 
suéde and white undressed kid leather; also for shoes, belts, 
caps, breeches, etc. It is put up in two styles, aluminum 
boxes, per gross, $24 less 10 per cent.; per dozen, $2, and 
wooden boxes, $18 per gross, less 10 per cent., and $1.50 per 
dozen. A smaller size, known as “ Cleanswhite,” is quoted at 
$9 a gross, less 10 per cent., or 75 cents a dozen, put up in 
wooden boxes. Krieg & Co. also make a liquid cleaner, “ Magic 
White,” put up in a neat carton at $9 a gross, less 10 per cent., 
or 75 cents a dozen. It would be a good investment to send 
for a supply if you have none in stock. 





mur caaasen 


— 


| 
' 
| 





| 
' 
; 
| 
4 
' 
i 
' 


a ae 
A ee 


eowcentes 


a gas A ET SE RST 
= ees ae E 


2 aranbiteintty = sevisakbecmscmmne ze 


sae rss 


wineaiee 


58 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 








Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots, 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 


New York, July 22, 1905. 

The principal feature of interest during the past fortnight 
has been the rather unexpected improvement in the condition 
of opium, which has been advanced in the interval and is held 
firmly at the higher figures. Much attention has been attracted 
to the ruling of the customs authorities excluding certain lots 
of Mexican sarsaparilla. One consequence of this ruling has 
been to bring about a sharp advance in the rather limited 
stocks of this drug now in hand. The condition of quinine has 
not materially changed, the slight decline in the prices obtained 
at the last auction sale of bark at Amsterdam not having been 
so marked as to warrant any material change in the price of 
the alkaloid, though, of course, the decline in the bark is 
affected by a weaker tone in the quinine market. American 
drugs generally have fared rather badly during the past two 
weeks, as several of our most important domestic products, in- 
cluding peppermint oil and golden seal, have declined in value. 
The volume of trade has naturally been rather small, as during 
this season of vacations there is practically no speculative 


movement on foot. The details of the price changes appear be- 
low: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Opium, Peppermint oil, 
Cacao butter, Ergot, 

Camphor oil, Tansy oil, 
Menthol, Elm bark, 
Silver nitrate, Golden seal root, 
Aloes, Mandrake root, 
Clove oil, Spikenard root, 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, 
Citronella oil, 

Tonka beans, Angostura, 
Citrie acid, 

Bayberry bark, 

Laurel leaves, 

Orange flower products, 
Paris green. 


White pine bark, 
Carbolic acid, 
Potash, 

Cramp bark. 


Drugs. 


Alcohol is dull, even the consuming demand having fallen off 
materially, though quotations are firm at $2.48 to $2.45 for 
grain. No movement in wood is observed outside of jobbing 
lots, which sell at 70c for 95 per cent. and 75c for 97 per cent. 


Aloes has advanced decidedly under the influence of a 
steady consuming demand and very light stocks. We quote 
for Barbados 10c to llc, and Curacao 5¢ to 5%c, at which 
figures holders are very firm. 


Balsam copaiba is in good demand in a jobbing way at the 
unchanged quotations of 30c to 33c for Central American and 
85c to 36c for Para. 


Balsam fir, Canada, is generally quoted at $3.10 to $3.20, 
but there is still some diversity of opinion as regards values 
which leads one or two prominent holders to quote higher 
figures than these. 

Balsam tolu is without special interest, the dullness re- 
ported in our last having continued unabated. We quote 21ic 
to 22c. 

Bayberry bark, which was reported higher in our last issue, 
has been still further advanced on account of extreme 
stringency of supply and quoted at 12c to 13c. 

Buchu leaves, short, are reported firmer in London, but the 
spot market remains unaltered at 14c to 17c. 

Buckthorn bark continues dull under the influence of favor- 
able crop reports, and may be quoted as easy at 67c for spot 
goods, with 4c less for goods to arrive. 

Cacao butter has advanced in sympathy with the conditions 
in the Amsterdam market, and is now quotable at 28c to 30c 
for bulk, with 12-lb. boxes quoted at 24c. to 36c. 


Caffeine has been advanced to $2.65 to $2.75, and the job- 
bing demand is seasonably brisk. 

Carbolic acid has declined to 18%c to 15¢ for bulk and 2ic 
to 28c for botties. The demand is brisk, but the pressure of 
stocks and the desire to secure a readjustment of the volume 
of trade led to the reduction. 

Cascara sagrada continues firm, though quiet, at 6%c to 7c. 

Chamomile flowers, Roman, new crop, are offering at 2le 
to 22c, though no great interest is manifested in the offerings. 
The German is quoted at 9c to 10%c for old crop and 15¢ to 
18c for new. 

Cinchona bark declined at the recent Amsterdam auction, 
but not sufficiently to affect holders in this market, the manu- 
facturing grades only being involved. 

Coca leaves are quiet, but prices are unchanged at 19c to 
20c for Truxillo and 32c to 35c for Huanuco. 

Codeine is still quoted at $3.30 to $3.40, though it is re- 
ported as having been advanced in European markets. 

Codliver oil remains dull and no inquiry is noted even for 
future delivery. We quote $24 to $30 for Norwegian and 70c 
to 80c for Newfoundland, though it is possible that on a large 
lot these figures might be shaded. 

Cotton root bark has advanced under the influence of un- 
favorable crop prospects and 8c to 9c is now demanded. 

Cramp bark has declined to 7c to 8c, and even at these 
figures is dull and neglected. 

Elm bark remains unchanged since our last. We quote it 
at 22c to 25c, though but little business is doing. 

Ergot has declined under the influence of unfavorable mar- 
ket conditions in Europe and local holders have reduced their 
quotations to 30c to 32c for German and 35c to 36c for Spanish. 

Grindelia robusta is still maintained firmly at 22c to 23c, and 
it will probably not be possible to secure any large lots at such 
figures without bringing about a further advance. 

Laurel leaves have been advanced to 4c to 444c, the spot 
stocks being well concentrated. 

Lycopodium, while dull, is quite firm at 85c to 87c. 

Manna is firmer at 29c to 30c for small flake, which appears 
to be relatively stronger than the large at 45c to 50c. 

Menthol has been quite active during the past fortnight, 
having alternately advanced and declined, but at the close the 
market is firm at $2.00 to $2.25, with an upward tendency. The 
trade reports indicate that the upward tendency is justified 
by the conditions in Japan, but no really reliable information 
is forthcoming concerning the conditions there. 

Opium has advanced to $3.10 to $3.12% for single cases and 
$3.12% to $3.15 for jobbing lots, and is fairly active for the 
season at the figures given. The advance seems to be justified 
by the strong reports from the primary market, and some hold- 
ers even intimate a possibility of a still further increase in 
price. Powdered has been marked up in conformity with the 
increased price, with the gum quoted at $3.50 to $3.55. 

Quinine has been slow of sale save in a small jobbing way 
for the past fortnight and there have been several indications 
of weakness, which was justified by the slight decline in the 
bark prices in the auction sale at Amsterdam last Thursday. 
The decline in the price of the bark was hardly sufficient to 
warrant any change in quinine quotations, which remain at 
20e to 25e for domestic in bulk, with German from first hands 
quoted at the same figure, though second hands quote 4c lower 
than this, while Java bulk is nominally quoted at 19¢ to 19%. 

Saffron fiowers, American, continue dull and somewhat 
weak at 70c, though no large business is reported. 

Sassafras has still further advanced during the fortnight 
and is now quoted at 12c to 13c. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 





Spermaceti is in good demand at 26c for block and 27c for 
cake. 

Thymol is higher abroad and is quoted here at $1.65 to $1.75. 

Vanilla beans have been in good demand and the general 
range of prices has been advanced to $2.75 to $6.50 for Mexican 
cut. 

Wax, Japan, is firm at 11¢ to 11%4c, and while the local de- 
mand is not very brisk, the reports from abroad are such as to 
warrant the holders in being very firm in their views. 


Chemicals. 


Acetate of lime is in active demand at 2.35¢ to 2.40c for 
gray and 1.60c to 1.65c for brown. 

Arsenic is quiet on the spot at 3c to 34%4c.. Some contracts 
are being made to arrive, however, at 2%c. 

Bleaching powder is in very satisfactory condition, the 
market being firm at 1.25c to 1.45c for spot, though there is no 
scarcity of supply. 

Brimstone is somewhat easier and is now quoted at $20.00 
to $22.00 for crude seconds, but the demand is hardly what it 
should be. 

Chlorate of potash is on a moderate decline at 8%c and 8%c 
for crystals and powdered, respectively. 

Citric acid has advanced under the influence of a brisk de- 
mand and is now quoted at 38c to 3814c, being very firm at the 
improved price. 

Cream tartar is firm at 234c for crystals and 23%c for pow- 


dered. 
Paris green has been advanced to 16c to 18c for 5-ton lots, 


which is an advance of 2c over the previous quotations. 
Silver nitrate has been marked up to 3714c to 41c and is in 
satisfactory jobbing demand at the higher prices. 
Tonka beans, Angostura, have improved somewhat in the 
local market, and 55¢ to 60c is now demanded. For Para 17%c 
to 20c is asked, and 25c to 27c for Surinam. 


Essential Oils. 


Camphor is firm at an advance to 9c to 12c in sympathy 
with the foreign market. 

Citronella is quiet but steady at the recent advance to 36c 
to 37c for drums and 42c for smaller lots. 

Clove is higher and very firm at 75c to 7744c for bud. 

Pennyroyal is in active demand, with prices at $1.00 to $1.10. 

Peppermint is lower under the influence of favorable crop 
reports and quoted at $2.65 to $2.80 in bulk, with H. G. H. 
quoted at $3.10 to $3.25. 

Tansy is lower, the offerings being in excess of immediate 
demand ; we quote $3.75 to $4.00 : 

The Messina essences generally show a very firm condition, 
and while our previous range of prices still covers the market 
the firmness amounts to an advance on the orange products 
particularly, including both the sweet and the bitter as well 
as the oil of neroli. 

Gunis. ; 

Arabics are unchanged in price, with a rather light demand 
on the basis of 30c to 35c for first picked. 

Asafcetida is very dull and quotations are only nominal at 
15c to 20c. ‘ 

Camphor is firm at 68c in barrels and 6814c in cases, with a 
very brisk jobbing demand. 

Chicle is steady at 36c to 38c and is fairly active in a job- 
bing way, though the market is devoid of speculative interest. 

Gamboge is quoted at 774c to 80c for pipe, with only a mod- 
erate consuming demand. 

Roots. 


Althea, cut, is scarce on the spot and has been advanced to 
17e to 18e. 

Bloodroot has declined to 10c to 12¢c and is not in any great 
demand. 
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Colchicum shows firmness in sympathy with unfavorable 
reports from European centers, and has been marked up to 
12¢ and 13c. 


Ginseng is dull, and while the market nominally ranges 
from $6.25 to $7.75 it is difficult to state exactly the prices 
which would rule if any large lots came upon the market. 


Golden seal has weakened somewhat and is now quoted 
at $1.45 to $1.50 for fall root and $1.35 for spring. 


Ipecac is dull, but. owing to the firm condition of the for- 
eign markets there is no tendency to shade local quotations, 
which remain at $1.35 to $1.45 for both Rio and Carthagena. 


Jalap is firm at 9c for new crop, with up to 11¢ or 12¢ asked 
for old dry root. 


Mandrake is dull and under the pressure to sell prices have 
been marked down to 5¢e and 5t4c. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, has been in a rather interesting con- 
dition, owing to the action taken by the customs authorities, 
which was referred to in another issue. It is claimed by some 
that the lots rejected by the customs authorities were fully up 
to the average standard for the Mexican root. It remains to be 
seen whether or not the Mexican root will be entirely excluded 
from this market. In the meanwhile spot stocks have been 
advanced at 10c to 12¢c and are firm. 


Seeds. 


Canary is dull at 514c to 55c for Smyrna and 5% to 55éc 
for Sicily. 


Caraway seed is dull but firm at 6c to 6c for Duteh. 


Celery seed is quiet at 7%c to 8c, though these figures might 
be shaded on a firm offer. 


Coriander is firm at 74c to 7%e for natural and 8%c to 
10%c for bleached. 


Foenugreek is firm at 2% to 3c and in good demand. 
Wormseed, Levant, is scarce and has been advanced to 17¢ 


to 174. 


Registered in North Carolina. 


At a meeting of the North Carolina Board of Pharmacy, 
held at Morehead City, N. C., on Tuesday, June 20, 1905, the 
following named candidates for license to practice pharmacy 
passed successful examinations: 


Alfred V. Baucom, Apex; John C. Wolfe, A!bemarle; Richard H. 
Roth, Asheville; Dr. William S. Hay, Begsemer City; Bertram 8S. Davis, 
Thomas W. Hunter and Drayton Wolfe, Charlotte; Cadmus T. Young, 
Clayton; Demetrius I. Boon, Durham; Roscoe 8. Johnson, Dnfield; 
Dennis Barkley, Franklinton; James F. Peele, Goldsboro; Moses F. 
Teague, Granite Falls; Richard 1.*Grantham, Max Payne and Verne 
Rea. Greensboro; Hugh A. Tally, Gulf; Frederick M. Seagle. Hickory ; 
Claude Shelton, High Point; Livingston O. Hunter, ag Mountain ; 
Thomas M. Stsnback, Mount Gilead; William F. Holland, Mount Holly ; 
Ernest H. Weod. New Berne; James D. Thompson, Norwood; Hugene 
Crews, jr.. Oxford; Benjamin A. Betts, Gilbert Crabtree, Thomas L. 
Love, jr., snd William Reid, Raleigh ; Fh es V. Jenkins, Rocky Mount ; 
Edward M. Davis, Roxboro; Witcher Watkins, Rutherfordton; Herbert 
L. Fitzgerald, Samuel Carter, Salisbury; Oscar B. Carpenter, Stanly ; 
George R. MeNelill, Vailland; Thomas L .Smith, Vanceboro; Lewis B. 
Scroggin, Warrenton; Ford Worthy, Washington; Carl T. Miller, Wil- 
liam H. Moore and Theodore C. H. Schutt, Wilmington; Samuel E. 
Welfare, Winston. 


He was cutting an item from a newspaper. 

“Tt tells how a house was robbed, and I want to show it 
to my wife,” he explained. 

“What good will that do?” a friend inquired. 

“A whole lot,” was the reply. ‘“ You see this house was 
robbed while the man was at church with his wife.” 

“Say!” exclaimed the friend, excitedly, “ you haven’t got 
a duplicate copy of that paper, have you?”—Chicago Hvening 
Post. 


The word “tip” originated in the old coffee houses of 
London. At the door was a brass box with a slit in it. En- 
graved upon it usually were the letters “T. I. P.,” an abbre- 
viation for the words, “To insure promptness.” Customers 
as they departed dropped coins in the box for the waiters. 
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AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


Western Medicine in China. 


Excellent work has been done by the College of Medicine 
for the Chinese at Hong Kong, but the chief agencies in the 
introduction of Western medicine into China are the medical 
organizations of the various missionary societies. More than 
100 hospitals and dispensaries, served by about twice that 
number of medical missionaries, have been opened by these 
societies throughout the Celestial Empire. At these institu- 
tions about 300,000 out patients are seen every year, and about 
30,000 in patients are treated in the wards. The number of 
operations performed is very large. For the working of these 
hospitals and dispensaries native assistants, male and female, 
are needed. Hitherto these helpers have received their train- 
ing in the hospitals, but schools are now being established in 
various centers where they will receive a sound medical train- 
ing. At a general meeting of the China Medical Missionary 
Association, a body composed of some 200 medical men and 
women from Europe and America, held at Shanghai in Feb- 
ruary, 1905, a resolution was passed expressing great satis- 
faction at the formation of Union Medical Colleges in Peking, 
Canton and Shanghai, and at the proposed foundation of 
another in Central Chantung, and urging the various missions 
working in China to use their utmost endeavors toward the 
formation of similar schools in other large centers. 

Only an inconsiderable proportion of the candidates for 
admission to these schools have gained a sufficient knowledge 
of English to enable them to profit by teaching imparted in 
our language; hence the need has arisen for good text books 
of medical science written in Chinese. Hitherto few books of 
any kind have been available, and such as there were have 
mostly been out of date. Moreover, as there was no fixed and 
accepted terminology, each translator practically coined his 
own vocabulary. The result was chaos and black night, in 
which the teacher and the taught groped blindly without com- 
ing in touch with each other. To remedy this evil the China 
Medical Missionary Association some years ago appointed a 
committee to prepare a standard list of terms used in medicine 
and the ancillary sciences. That committee has now, we under- 
stand, almost completed its labors. 

The question of terminology having been settled, the next 
step is the publication of a series of text books of medical 
science with the aid of which Chinese students can be taught 
the principles of rational medicine. It ig gratifying that this 
matter, too, has been grappled with by thé China Medical Mis- 
sionary Association. At a meeting recently held at Shanghai a 
Publication Committee was appointed to arrange for the prepa- 
ration and issue of such text books as are required, and also 
for the publication of a medical journal in Chinese. It was 
decided to place at the disposal of the committee four-fifths of 
any funds remaining to the credit of the association at the 
end of each year, and the committee was further empowered 
to appeal for voluntary contributions in aid of the important 
work with which it has been intrusted. 

The first work published by the committee is Professor 
Halliburton’s “ Handbook of Physiology,” a translation of 
which by Dr. Philip B. Cousland, of Chao-Chow-Fu, Swatow, 
happened to be ready for the printer. We regret that we are 
unable to express or to form any opinion as to the merits of the 
translation, but it is interesting to see the familiar text book 
in its Chinese dress. The blocks were all cut in Shanghai by 
native workmen, and considering the thinness of the paper on 
which they are printed the illustrations come out well. We 
understand that in this respect the work marks a distinct ad- 
vance on anything of the kind previously done in China. The 
book has been produced under difficulties of which stay at home 
authors can have little conception. Owing to the distance of 
Dr. Cousland’s station from Shanghai the transmission and re- 
turn of each set of proofs occupied on an average about three 
weeks. 

As funds allow the China Medical Missionary Association 
will publish translations of other text books of established 
reputation. Already arrangements are being made for the 
acquisition of a volume on therapeutics. Although Professor 
Halliburton’s book is the first that has been issued under the 
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auspices of the association, a translation of Gray’s “ Anatomy ” 
by an American physician, Dr. Whitney, was published some 
years ago, and, we believe, has lately been reissued in a revised 
form. 

Medicine is the greatest of civilizing agencies, and there 
can be no better means of hastening the day of awakening for 
China than to strike the mind of its people, held fast for so 
many centuries in the sleep of ignorance and superstition, witb 
the shaft of scientific light. 


Pushing Prescription Business. 

Whatever other methods a pharmacist may use to keep his 
prescription department in the minds of his local physicians he 
should not ignore the value of mentioning additions to his 
stock in a definite way. Generalities are vague, incomplete, 
unconvincing; but when a pharmacist in a printed announce- 
ment makes mention, for instance, of “Thigenol, the one 
soluble sulphur compound that is odorless on use,” he is likely 
to score a point. There will be some doctors among those ad- 
dressed who will make a mental note of this fact, and any pre- 
scriptions which may be written containing Thigenol will prob- 
ably go to the pharmacist who advertised it. On the other 
hand, it must be remembered that a considerable proportion of a 
pharmacist’s advertising does not produce immediate results; 
it is cumulative in effect and is valuable because it creates a 
genera! impression favorable to his interests. 

At the present time Thigenol is attracting very general at- 
tention among the medical profession. Pharmacists who may 
want literature on it, either for distribution among their local 
physicians or for their own files, will be promptly supplied by 
addressing the Fenwick Agency, 51 Maiden lane, New York. 


Fined for Selling Cocaine. 

Richmond, Va., July 21.—T. B. Williams, druggist, at Twen- 
ty-first and Marshall streets, was fined $25 in the Police Court 
yesterday on the charge of selling cocaine without an order 
from a physician. Mr. Williams admitted the correctness of the 
charge and paid the fine. 


Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau. 


The following titles have been submitted for registration 
in the Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau: Dento- 
gen, Antiseptic Liquid Court Plaster, Antiseptic Liquid Soap, 
Odorine, Deodorine, Violet Cold Cream, Carnation Cold Cream, 
Ideal Cold Cream, Bifordal Ointment, Sal-Rheumatique, Nail 
Clean, Pepsophos and Anti-cystine, by Messrs. Hance Bros. & 
White, of Philadelphia. 


A New Drug Broker. 


M. R. Macleod has established himself at 50 Pine street, New 
York, as a merchant and commission agent dealing mainly in 
crude drugs, chemicals and essential oils. He is acting as buying 
and selling agent (principally the former) for Sparks, White & 
Co., of London, England, with whom he has been associated for 
the past five years. Having been intimately connected with the 
London market for the past teh years, and being possessed, as 
he asserts, of the confidence and support of the principal brokers 
and merchants connected therewith, he is in an excellent posi- 
tion to represent American firms. 





News comes from St. Louis of the marriage of Miss Jane 
Good, daughter of Professor and Mrs. James M. Good, to 
Theophilus Conselman, on June 28. Miss Good had attended 
several of the meetings of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation and had made many friends among the pharmacists 
in various parts of the United States, who will join us in con- 
gratulations and best wishes. 





Alfred Pell, F.C.S., J.P., general manager of the firm of 
Kemp & Co., Limited, manufacturing and wholesale druggists, 
Bombay, India, will arrive in England in July. His address 
will be care of H. B. Sleeman & Co., 84 Leadenhall street, Lon- 
don, E. C. 











































































